U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


MR. SHAUN RICHMAN 


STATEN ISLAND, NY OS 


Dear Mr. Richman: 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


May 16, 2023 


FOIPA Request No.: 1447269-000 
Subject: BAMBRICK, JAMES J 


The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) 


that are responsive to your request. 
States Code, Section 552/552a. 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United 
Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which 


indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate 
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information 
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The 
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of 


Exemptions. 
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385 pages were reviewed and 326 pages are being released. 


Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed 
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests. 


Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main entity record search of the Central Records 
System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and the standard 
search policy, see the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum General Information Section. 


This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to 


you at no charge. 


It is unnecessary to adjudicate your request for a fee waiver at this time, as no applicable fees were 


assessed. 


Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 


Due to the age and condition of the original documents, some of the reproduced copies are extremely 
difficult to read. Every effort has been made to obtain the best copies possible. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request. "Part 1" of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. "Part 2" includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals. 
“Part 3" includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation 
of Exemptions. 


Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have questions 
regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the FOIPA Request 
number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation's determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP's website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBl's FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state "Dispute Resolution Services." Please also cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government 
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, 
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769. 


Sincerely, 
Je £ Dor D) 


Joseph E. Bender, Jr. 

Acting Section Chief 

Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosures 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. 
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 


information. 


Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. 8 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. 8 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2). The mere acknowledgment of 
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC 8 3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), ()(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. 88 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ 8 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual 
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 


Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history 
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file." An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of 
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, 
naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms 
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be 
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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H. S. Bepariment of Justice 


Washington, B. C. 


November 8, 1934 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. JesselJones called and asked if I had heard of t 
connection vith buildings. 
ch he had reference and to 
fapertments and 


Mr. Baughman ...... 
Chlef Clerk -......- ee 
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Mr. Cowley......----- | 
Mr. Edwards ......... [ 
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Mr. Quinn............. p 


He 

I inquired as to 
he person having the 
‘office buildings. Fe 
stated that these buildings are in trouble enyway, and they are trying 


He asked that Mr. Fay be 
Valentine, the Commissioner of Police in New York 


City, as it is thought Er. Valentine cen give Mr. Fay some information 


thet he would like tolhave. 


I inquired as to the nature of the informa- 


tion and he stated it ‘had reference to the strikes, threats snd.intimi- 


dations of employees of the buildings. 
of a communistic nature. 


He stated chat it seemed to be 


I süvised that he had no investigative juris- 
diction in communistic matters; that there was no Federal legislation 
which prohibits communistic activities. 


He advised he hed received 


two calls within the past hour and these words had not been used to hin, 
but he did not see any harm in Mr. Fay's securing the information, from 


li. Valentine. 


I advised our men were very busy at all tines, but I 


would convey Mr. Jones! message to the Director, and that you could then 


then decide as to the action to be taken. 


He requested that the message 


be conveyed in order that action could be taken within the next hour. 
I advised that as soon as the Director returned to the office he would: 


be advised as to Mr. Jones! message. 
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Respectfully, 


E. A. Tamm 


www: 


He expressed his thanks. 
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like this information given to Mr. Yay. 


i ateted to Mr, Caral that I would inform Nr, Fay of the situation 
and would gaggeet that he confer with Commissioner Valentine, but shat 
there was ome ebjection te the ides, that beiag, that every time any 
‘member of the New York Pollos Force is reached for duties iim. d it 
immediately appears on the front pege of thd, York Journal and the 

A New York Jperioan. I remarked that it wuld 
for Commissioner Valentine to have hed it 
rather tha for us to go to him, because’ 


attacked later by the labor waions. 


I expressed to Mr, Caruei the ogámion that this situation night 
be the scheme of recketeers but it alee might have arisen from a 
legitimate labor quarrel, as I resslled that about two months ago e 
m delegation of tha intellectuel type picketed the Neldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
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a. S. Bepariment of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


I telephoned Mr. Fay at New York and advised him 
that Jesse Jones, the head of the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion called the Division this morning and stated that Commissioner 


Valentine had some information concerning strikes and labor 
troubles in connection vithÜhotels and apartment buildings which 
he desired to submit to Mr. Fay; that it vas desired that he call 
Valentine by telephone and tell him thet the Division hed been 
told by Jesse Jones that he, Valentine, had some information which 
he wanted to tell us about; that we don't know what it is relative 
to, but that we understood he wished to get in touch with us. I 
advised Mr. Fay to report all information to the Division either 
by teletype, or by report, and to take no further action on same 


until he had heard further from the Division. 


Respectfully, 


g 


E. A. Tamm. 
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i '' Colonel Arthur Woods telephoned from New York, 
ME relative union labor difficulties in New York, S2- 
! ' affecting elevator operators in the taller buildings €719 
2 in that city. He stated that while the trouble has re 


been chiefly in the down-town séction, it is now 
“preading to the Middle Bronz, or at least will af- 
fact thet section some tine within, the next week. 

ius leader, he stated, is one J. Ke Bafbricky President 
of the "Building Service Eapicyess International Union, 


"| Laeal 323 (or 328). Colonel Woods remarked thet 
(C Sdparently this man is a "very bad actor," and at 


! the present tise is sending «round *rough-neck" colored 
|. tie to terrorise the elevator operators. 


P I informed Colonel Woods that I would have a 
xs check wade upon this matter, and would direct ay 
= Sew York Office to keep an sye on the situation. 


" Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 


* or James J. Pambrick 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Fay telephoned from New York relative to 
contacting Comissioner Valentine concerning the report 
to the Division of Jesse Jones, head of the Reconstruction 


Finance Corporation that he had some information of value 
which he wished to submit to the Division; that he had 
talked with Commissioner Valentine who stated he had not 
talked with Mr. Jones; that he has not seen him for some 
time, but there is a situation relative to strikes and 

labor troubles in connection withPhotels and™apartments; 

that he did not desire to discuss the matter with Mr. Fay 
over the telephone, but that he would be glad to talk 

ebout it if he would contact him personally. Mr. Fay stated 
that he would see him this afternoon, end that he would send 


4 p a Sores message to Washington reporting results thereafter. 
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Digision of Tubestigation / 
a. S. Bepartment of Justice 


T: x 
N Room 1403 
NUN $70 Lexington Avenue 
INZ New York, N. Y. 
l RU:PS 
i November 15, 1934. 


Director, 

Division of Investigation, 

U. S. Department of Justice, 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


With reference to my telephone conversation of 
even date with Mr. Tamm of the Division, there are trans- 
mitted herewith copies of memorandum dated November 8, 1954, 
prepared by Special Agent in Charge F. X. Fay, relative to 
information furnished by Mr. Jesse Jones of the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation relative to certain strike activities in 
New York Oity, and Mr. Fay's conference with Commissioner 
Valentine concerning this matter. 


Very iryly yours, 
è 


R. WHITLEY, Assistant 
Speeial Agent in Charge 


ene: 3 copies of-memorandum . RECORDED 
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New York, N. Y. 


FXF: PS | 92720 


November 8, 1954. 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 


Mr. Tamm of the Division telephonically communicated 
with this office this afternoon and stated that Mr. Jesse Jones of 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp. called the Director today and in- 
formed him that Coumissionep Valentine at New York City had infor- 
mation concerning strikes in hotels, apartment houses, office. build- 
ings, etc., which he, Commissioner Valentine, desired to submit to 
us. iir. Tamm stated that he desired that I call Commissioner 
Valentine on the telephone and tell him about the information which 
had been received from sr. Jones which indicated that he, Commissioner 
Valentine, had information which he wanted to convey to us. Mr. 
Tamm suggested that either a teletype or a special report be submitted 
to Washington concerning the eonferance with Commissioner Valentine. es 


I telephonically communicated with Commissioner 
Valentine and he told me that he had not talked with Jesse Jones 
and, in fact, had not seen him in months, but stated that he would 
be glad to talk to me concerning the above situation if I could 
visit his office. I telephoned this information to Mr. Tamm and 
he suggested that I confer with Commissioner Valentine. 


This evening I called upon Commissioner Valentine 
and he stated that yesterday he had appeared at a meeting which 
was attended by fourteen members of various midtown organizations, =) 
at which time there was discussed the strike situation which started 
in the garment centre a short time ago. He stated that a number 
of various matters were discussed at that time. He said that one 
of those present at this meeting was a brother of Jesse Jones, who 
is a member of the New York Real Estate Board, and he thought that 
possibly Jesse Jones received the information from his brother. 


Commissioner Valentine stated that insofar as he 
knows, there was no vioiation committed which would come within 
the jurisdiction or this Division. He stated that either Jesse 
Jones or his brother had also reported this case to the Regional 
Labor Board of the U. S. Department of Labor, as a result of which 
Mr. Ben Gold called on him, Commissloner Valentine. 


During the conversation, the Commissioner stated that ee : 
a man named George Scalese, a member of the International organiza- "Tr uc 
tion of the American Federation of Labor, who makes his headquarters; 
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in Chicago, was in New York City and, with a man named Bambrick, 
president of the New York organization, is trying to unionize all 
elevator operators, porters, cleaners, custodians, firemen and 
engineers in apartment houses and office buildings. He stated 
that to the best of hie knowledge, all of the violations which 
have been reported are of a local nature, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


: While talking with Mr. Whitley at New York on another 
pi matter I advised him about my conversation with Mr. Fay a few 
days«4eoncerning a telephone call from Jesse Jones of the 
Reconstruetion Finance Administration to the effect that Com- 
missioner Valentine had some information concerning Communistic 
activities which he wished to furnish to the Division. I ad- 
vised him thet Mr. Fay had sent a teletype to the Division on 
November 8th relative to the matter, but the Division had not 
received a letter or further report concerning same. Mr. Whitley 
E informed me that he was not familiar with this situation, but 
would check up on same and advise what the status was. 
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Rovember 19, 1934 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
WR. WILLIAM STANLEY 


, For your information, I am attaching hereto a copy of s 
memorandum prepared by Special Agent in Cherge Fay of the Kew York ; 
Cffice dated November B, 1934. It will be noted that this memorandum 
deals with information received from lr. Jesse Jones of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation, concerning a purported violation of some 
Federal Statute on the part of individuals responsible for strikes 
occurring in hotels, apartment houses or office buildings. In the 
absence of è specific request, no further investigation will be 
conducted in this matter. 


Very truly pours 
oY, pagat Scores. 


John Fdgar Hoover, 


Director. 
Enclosure #325146 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILR 
ELL L 


Mr. Louis Weintraub, connected with the law firm of 
Nordlinger-Riegelman and Cooper, Graybar Building, 44th Streat 
and Lexington Avenue, New York City, called at this office today 
and stated that he had been employed as counsel for the Realty 
Advisory Board oa Labor Relations, Inc. He stated that quite 
some difficulty was being experienced at the present time in 
connection with the Building Service Employees International 


Union. James J P Benbrick, he related, was heed of the Manhattan 


Branch of this Union, which was designated as Local No. 328, 


Mr. Weintraub submitted a memorandum which is attached 
hereto, setting out in substance the modus operandi of the 
union in question. He stated that he know there were no Federal 


. Violations involved, but felt that Since, no doubt, some trouble 


would be experienced in the future, that it would be advisable 
to furnish the U. 8. Government with the bec und of thís 

labor situation so that in the event, at a future date, Federal 
violations occurred over which this Division might have juris- 
diction, we would at least have a working knowledge of the or- 


^. ganization. . 
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The basis of this report ig-informa tion se- ` 
cured by a personal trip to Chicago and subsequent con- 
firmation of some facts herein indicated by the Police 
Department, newspaper agenoles and private detectives. . 

The Building Service Employees International 
Union, ‘hereinafter designated as BSEIU, was formed in 
d by uil Quessi, well known in 
labor circles and its attorney was Alderman Oscar 
Nelson, in connection with the cleaners and ayers in 
Chicago and also having difficulties because of an al- 
leged $1,000,000. shortage in connection with the union's 
acoounts. The union was originally composed of elevator 
operators; mechanics, janitors, maintenance crews, fire- 
men, aitinewrs, eio. It never succeeded: in securing & 
closed shop and was only successful ‘in small measure in 
organizing .in apartment houses. and office buildings. 

In 1922 there was’ an internal strife within 
.the union, especially in relation to the elevator opera- 
tors and the latter group appealed to the American 
` Federation of Labor to be dee, associate) from the BSEIU. 
The American Federation of iie &greed vith the elevator 
operators and put them under the jurisdiction of the 
International Elévator Constructors Union, of which Fraük 
Feeney of Philadelphia is president. Sinoe that day there 
has’ been little difficulty be tween the elevator operators 
union in the office buildings. and the Building Managers 
Association of Chicago. In’ the office buildings the 
elevator operators are about 300, unionized. No other 


inion of a comparable siZe oan be fourd in the offide 


buildings in Chicago. Thè Chicago owners have- found 


Feeney ‘na his organize tion to’ be highly reputable- and 
trustwor thy and have never experienced any real diffi- 

culty with his organization. In fact, they are ‘presently 
operating under an agreement between the Building Managers 
Association and the Elevator Operators and Starters Union, ix 
Local 66. This agreement: provides for a specifies minimum 
wage, a fortyeight hour week, no sympathetic strikes, no 
strikes or lock-outs, no closed shop and arbitration .betwea 


" the parties. This contract has’ been complete lived up 


to by the union - in fact, the union eee a 164 . 


out thereunder. 

A different situation obtains in, the apart- 
ment buildings where the owners “have surrendered to the 
BSEIU and have met all their demands. Reports from 
Chicago are that they made their peace vith the union by. 
buying off the heads of the union and since then have 
‘been. subjected to a form of ores ized. extortion. Ref- 
erence may be made to ihe Seve Kren babes 1933 in the 
Chicago-Herala Examiner for verification of this situation 
in the apartment houses. The BSEIU is now headed by 
Jerry Horan, who took over the organization when Bill 
Quessi died. Horan, the prestdent of the Jani tors Union, 
*has no police record, but grew up in labor ranks in the 
capaci ty of strong-arm idera d Somewhere about 1931- 

-1932 Horan's control was’ taken away and the organization 
of the. BSEIU taken over by a group with a notorious gang 
background. Upon information and belief the "syndicate" 
as itis commonly usui in Chicago, took over control of 


the union. The "syndicate" is the Al Capone Organization. 


e. 

It hoe-affiliationa ad all the large cities in America 
and had as its New York representative Frank Yale, who 
took orders from Capone in-Chicago. The "syndicate" {sad 
associated with the Unio Siciliano, which is the American 
Branch of that International organization of Italians. 
They doth Yield great power and have very important 
political affiliations, both locally and nationally. 
“one of the leading minds in that organization is one, 
Frank Nitti, who is commonly known in those circles 
as the "enforcer". Nitti was the business agent for 
Al Capone and he served 1k years in a Federal peni- 
tentiary for violation of the Federal Tax Statutes. 
One of his main associates is Frankie Rio, a strong- . 
arm man. E 

The "syndicate" put into the BSEIU in Chicago 
two strong-arm.men, George Basso and Saxe Steve Zanroft. 
The latter is, upon information and bolief,.11legally in 


this country. They control the organization under orders _ 


from this gang. Jerry Horan is now. merely a figurehead, 
‘having been giyen a lifetime contract or pension of $1500, 
a.month.and he is now merely used to put the formal. stamp 
of ‘approval on union ‘activities. Since „the entrance of 
the, strong-arm boys in this union as active organizers, 
more strenuous efforts havé een made to organize the 
‘various elements in building operations. The owner's in 
Chicago feel, that-some occurrences in recent months in 
that oity indicate that some such effort will ‘be more, 


strenuously made in thé near future. The ‘Hew York. 


Elevator Operators Union, as mentioned aboye, was 


apatni th 


ee RI 


t 008 
pue Santon: defeat ted on its per capita 
] ei ng a "good bus iness man, decided that 
' he venture aid not warrant any further expénditure of 
time Or money « He therefore revoked the onartero{ the A E l 
Subsequently, the BSELU began to organize the 
elevator operators in New York with relatively little 
success, & fellow by the name of Fiori being the business 
agent. The union received recognition from the American 
Federation of Labor, bat it should be noted’ that the 
- original jurisātotton" -of elevator operators in this 


d rules of, ‘the American Federation of 


r ‘sonstrus tors. . 
James J. Bambriok now appears upon the scéné 
` ag ohief organizer and president of: this union. Bambrick 
originally came from Typographical Union No. 6, which is 
a very strong labor organization. He is very little. known 
in labor circles anà certainly cannot be classed among the 
prominent labor leaders in this country. Bambrick has been: 
trying- to organize this union the greater part of this year 
«but up until reoóntly seemed to be getting nowhere. It 
should be no ted that eighteen months ago Fiori, the business 
agent of ‘this ‘anion, approached Frank Feeney with a view 
to bringing ‘back elevator operators in New York within the 


Feeney organization. Feeney demanded that the 1000 members, 


Fiori said he had, pay. 35. a piece or a totar of 945, ibn 


Ru 
Fiori was urtable to do'so and Feeney thereby. ‘rejected the’ 


Proposal. It was not until about two months ago that the 
Elevator Operators Union, now commonly known as Local 92-3, 
began to make any prominent gesture in this field. The 
explanation plausibly appears,to be as follows: 

On September 5, 1934 certain men fron Chicago 
cane into this town and registered at the Hotel xew Yorker. 
Upon information and belief they are as follows: Frank 
Nitti, Frankie Rio, George Basso and Jerry Horan. There is 
good reason to believe that George Scalise was among that 
crowd « They came to New York ostensibly to see the Ross- 
MeLarnin fight. It may ve recalled that that fight was 
postponed several times due to. weather conditions and they, 


or some of them, remained on here until almost ‘the end of 


the month. Jerry Horan admitted upon his return to Chicago 


that they came here to put their stamp of approval upon 
the prospeotive activities of the Hew York Local 32-B, 
that is, that that organization expand and perfect its 
organization. Exactly upon whose request’ they came is 
not known. ” Ba ther of two suppositions may be based upon 
the known-facts - one, that Bambrick, finding that he 
uascgottiaz nowhere in Kew York, was sent by the American 
wederation of Labor in Chicago to his home office ‘to get 
advice and support or, two, the Uhicago organization, 
recognizing fertile territory in New York for their 
activities, decided to step into the iew York picture. 

In either évent, it is reasonably clear by now that the 


trip to New York of the Chicago group accomplished ‘this 


fact, thet Bambrick remains as the: chief organizer out 


EE EE E ee 
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that time, "George Scalise. He comes from the south side 
of Brooklyn and is definitely a local product. ' He does 
not come from Chicago. He does not have a criminal record, 
although two of his brothers are well known to the police 
“and have criminal records. He is known in labor circles 
through his activities as the head of the Car Washers 
Union in Brooklyn. He is known to the police definitely 
as an associate of the "Little Augie" Pisano mob in 
Brooklyn. He is a strong-arm boy. He appears to be the E 
‘person most prominently identified as an organizer. It 

is well to note that.he carries credentials from the 

American Federation of Labor as an organizer of the 

BSEIU in the East, 2 

The situation: by now is.quite obvious. 

Scalise was put into the organization in order to give 

Bambrick the necessary ala of an ‘experience group with 
‘strong-arm propensities. Also upon information and 

belief the remains of the Frank Yale mob were included 

in these negotiations, although it is difficult to 

prove, that fact. Suffice it is to say that the Chicago 

association is definite as: the motivation for. the in- 


racketeeriüg 
troduction of this xagmtaexing group. 


.Re: BambrioX. Bambrick is known in New York and he 


lived here for many years. As was stated aboye, he has 


no police recorü in this town, 'although he is known to 


the police as & l&bor organizer. Several years ago he 
left Few York and we believe that thát was the period 
he went ‘bo: the middle west. He is known in St. Louis 


and. there seems tò have gore undér the alias of Patrick 


~ Tm 


* 3 4 ; 
Dwyer. Dwyer was the maiden name of his deceased wifé. 


A check 48 now being made of his history in that town 

anà upon information and belief he &id some time there, 
although it is not believed for a serious offense, prob- 
ably in conneotion with some labor disturbances. He is 
also known as a labor organizer in Detroit, Minneapolis | 
and Milwaukee. It must bé noted ‘that the racketeers, 
finding lean pickings since repeal of prohibition, have 
definitely come into the labor movement, especially. in 
Chisago. In ‘Chicago the Capone organization oontrolled 
and still contróls the $ "T.N.T."(Teamsters and Trucking 
Union), Oléaners and Dyers ‘and ‘the BSEIU, eto. ‘They have 
found that by the organization of anions they can accom- 
plish either of wo things or both: - 1; After fastening 
themselves upon an industry, forcing the employers to pay 
them off and continuing these. extortion practices; 84 se- 
cure huge sums of money from thé employees through the 
exaction of dues. There is no -compunotion on their part 
to deal for the interests of the employees and it is well 

they have , . 
known that X$xihex:played both ends against the middle. many 

times. Moreover, experience proves that they are more ef- 
ficient organizers than the most Tesponsible and reputable 
labor leaders. ; 

It is therefore. not surprising that these 
groups have decided to identify themselves with the labor 
movement and fasten themselves upon industry. They asually 
operate as. they are doing in this situation.: The Amerloan 
Federation of Labor takes a man who haa äenonstrated his 
ability.in à certain union -anà puts him into the field as 


an organizer for a new or relatively new union. or organized 


Prisa sation. groupe ` Scalise and ‘the 
| that’ pürpóse- in 22-5. It is not cértain 


-Hname has cropped up several times. His af- 


diis and it 1s believed that he acts 


NEN 


or ‘the Car Washers Union. The "hang- 

coklyn is,at Jimmy Kelly's Paradise 

iint oni hang-out", Kelly being 
One of Soalise's 


St 


oe other. 'anton- &tfiliations deem jo be. 
wu that a Miguel: Garriga) has-oome 


M with X ther Jator leaders. This oontirms tho ` 
on iat sito W WILL be made, to: coall out the hotels. 
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.to Dubinsky of the "ILGWU" for a loan of 48,000. or 


donation,of $8,000. 
pere interesting situation has occurred 


in the last several days.- It is a matter of pubiic 
record that Bambrick has been stalling along. ‘The reason 
for the situation, based upon our information, is that 
several check-ups have been made by the union of its own 
strength and was found that the organization had not been 


proceeding with the rapidity expected.) That probably is 


the real. reason why no strike has been called as yet. 


d p? Uman However, the Communists have ‘been clamoring for action 
E eu , &nà have threatened to take the union away from Bambriok 
m unless he does something. The Communists recognizes 
| ^27 in this situation the most promising labor disturbance | 

in many years in this town. The American Federation of 
Labor definitely knows about this situation and is afraid 
that if a strike is called the Communists will take away 
control of the union. Frank.Morrison, secretary of the 
Z American Federation of Labor and Matthew Woll were ap- 
poe T» prised of the set-up and frowned upon itb.. Upon informa- 
AL Pd UL tion and belief that is why Bubinsky advised Bambrick 
that it was inadvisable at this time to raise the funds 


from his organization. There is no doubt but that as 


whi L4 conu, : 
the situation continues, this leftist element will figure 


y prominently in the situation and might.present a severe 


revo obstacle,to organization. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


San Francisco, Calif ornia 
Jure 18, 1940 


Director, . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


During the course of conversation with 
RICHARD'BURR, a complainant who came into the office, 
Agent E. F. MINOUX learned that GEORGE^CHARDY, Vice-President e^ 
of the*Building Service International Union, had requested 

some lof the members of the local branch of this union to 

search through waste paper baskets and desks in offices 

where they were working. They were told to report to 

him whatever information they obtained in this manner. 

HARDY's reason for issuing this order was not known to the 


complainant. 


This information was obtained by BURR from 
friends of his who are in the union. BURR was formerly 
a member of the Building Service International Union, but 
was suspended by HARDY for nominating a friend of BURR's 
against HARDY's orders during election. 


This is being submitted to the Bureau for 
its information, and whatever action it may deem advisable. 


Yours very truly, 
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“aj Washington, D. C. 


x > of Arthur 
handling of a large number of buildings in downtown Spokane, 
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fas reference to complaints received at the Seattle oifige relating 
' 4f to the Building Service Employees Union. Two cop 
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Untied States Department nf Justice 


F. O. Box 1881 
Seattle, Washington 
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January 31, 1941 


SA Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


VS 
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BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION 
ESPIONAGE 


i Dear Sir: Re: 


This is to advise that Special Agent R. C. Bbebstein 
at Spokane, Washington on January 14, 1941 was contacted by 
Messrs. J. R.{Babeock, Manager of the Associated Industries 
_ of Spokane, and W. W. Witherspoon, of the law firm of Witherspoon, 
-~ Yantis, and Kelly. 


E 


«^ 


Mr. Babcock stated that he was representing the firm 
D. Jones and Company of Spokane, who control the 


including the Cowles Publishing Company and Cowles Interests. 
Mr. Babcock related that the Building Service Employees Union 
' at Seattle has been trying to organize in Spokane, and that he 
. was considering signing a contract with the union for the hand- 
. ling of several buildings. However, recently on a trip to 
4) Seattle, he had heard rumors that several leaders of the Seattle 
«à union were Communists and that if such was a fact, he did not 
* want to sign a contract with the union. Mr. Babcock requested 
any information that might be furnished by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation with relation to such matters. 


"i 


* 


SN 
E For the information of the Bureau, Agent Eberstein 
« diplomatically explained to Mr. Babcock that the Bureau was 
Sw, prohibited by law and regulation from disclosing any information 
Nin the files, and further that the Attorney General at Washington 
\ is the only person who could authorize the issuance of information 
from the files of the Bureau. Mr. Babcock stated that he believed 
the matter important enough to his Company that he would immediately 
write the Attorney General in an effort to secure any information : 


4 A 
as the Bureau might be able to furnish, INDEXEN) Ce ee a a 
t aile » ed i 


RECORDED & 
There has been prepared for the inf drmeetor /he- Sape ER. d 
Bureau, the pertinent data contained in the Seattid dies Sua GF EXVESTISNTU 
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ienorandum 


E peing enclosed herewith. 
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~ Very trul: 
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A. CORNELIUS, JR. 
Special Agent in Charge 


" Seattle, Vashington 
January £1, 1941 


Mo ORANDUL FOR TH! CiLOIAL AGFUS Ti. CRALGE “fof 
tenet nanata pene nner ne en ti rh a Cit rater ll 


Re: BUILDING SERVICE. CNTLOYiLI ULICN 


MATCTAGE } 


The following information has been assenbled as 4 
result of a review of the Seattle file with reference to the 
above Gartioned matter. 


On June 5, 1940, Ur, J. zel Forton, 214 University 
Street, Seattle, “eshington, called at the Seattle office and 
advised that he was a member of the local union of the Building 
Service Imployees Union, American Federation of Labor, fror: 
1911 until March 1929, when he resigned. 


Vr. Horton volunteered information as follows: he 
stated that for several years prior to his resignation he was 
Secretery~-treasurer of the local union and during most of thet 
time wes the only office employee not a member of the Comwnist 
Tarty. He desired to furnish names of persons connected with 
the local union who are known to him as menbers of the Communist 
sarty because of their rotential threat, in his orinion, to the 
security of the United States, “hen he was associated with the 
union, he attended two of the meetincs of the particular perty 
faction of which the union members were a part, because of a 
dispute which arose over the administration by Jess Fletcher 
of some of tbe Communist Tarty affairs. 


f 
lir, orton stated thet Jersi Fletcher, who ie now 
President of Local “6, hes served in that capacity for the 
past five years, and that the local union today was organized 
along lines laid down by the C,1.0. instead of following the 
craft lines laid down by the A.F. of L. 


Shortly after Fletcher tecame president, George 
Bradley was appointed General Fusiness Agent by Fletcher, 
George Bradley irmediately gathered about him for aides union 
members such as - VernoniCole, "arü|Coley, George frishane, all 
avowed Communists, Otheks, among whom were Jamas{iFalkenberg, 
present Secretary and Treasurer; Henry! Todd, former Pusiness 
Agent; a Martha! Insland, and many other union members, were 
forced to join the Communist Tarty, According to Mr. Forton 
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only those union members who subseribed to Communistic theories 
were arpointed to the better jobs in the union. 


Several years ago, the union voted on affiliating 
with tha ¢.3.0.3 however, i-r. Horton advised that by a narrow 
margin such affiliation was voted down. ‘The offices of the 
union then began s purge of the members who were opposed to 
Communism and the C.I.0. and they were removed from their jobs 
and expelled from the union. "he results of this rurge are 
that while the union several years ago had members numbering 
between eight and nine thousand, the membership of the union 
today, according to Mr. Horton, is about three thousand and he 
estimated that out of this membership abcut 602% are active 
Communist maenbers, 


For the past several years, local 6 has been the 
nain support of the “ashington Commonwealth Federation, suprly- 
ing the Washington Commonwealth Fedération with the services of 
a secretary snd on several occasions, according to r., Forten, 
nominees for public office have, under the sponsorship of the 
washington Commonwealth Federation, each bean given sums of 
2100.00 for campaign expenses and that this procedure has taken 
[lace over a period of time and has amounted to several thousands 
of dollars. 


Jess Fletcher has served in the capacity of fourth 
Vice-President of the Building Service Employees International 
Union, Ee boasts of his previous record with the Industrial 
Yorkers of the World. According to Mr. Horton, George Bradley 
has the real power in the union and he believes that Bradley 
receives his instructions from Morris Rapport, leader of the 
Communist Tarty cf the l2th District. George Pradley several 
years ago ran for the elective position of “ashington State 
Senator on the Corzunist Tarty ticket. 


Vernon Cole, an active member of the local union, 
is a graduate of the Washington University, where he was a 
leader in the Youth Movement. Cole recently les been made 
Business Arent of the local union. He is reported, according 
to Mr. Forton, to be a mexber of the Cormunist Party and rumors 
have been to the effect that he had been placed on probation by 
the Tarty for one year end was not allowed to participate in 
any of the Tarty's activities or attend any meetings, 
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James Falkenberg, an ex-hotel clerk and member of 
the union, has acted as Business Agent for the botel section 
of the local union, Ee joined the Communist Tarty to hold 
his position with the union and was later pronoted to Secretary- 
treasurer. 


"ard Coley, another member of the union, is a member 
of the Communist jarty and is one of the most active and ag- 
gressive union members for the Communist Tarty. 


George Brisbane, until the time of his election as 
constable in "ing County, was the regular solicitor for monbers 
of the Communist Tarty anong the membership of the local union. 


ura Forton stated that, due to his fight to keep the 
union in the ^, F. of L. fold and due to the fact that he would 
not join the Communist Tarty, he was finally pushed out of the 
union, 


Mr. John C, Ctavenson, an attorney with offices in 
the Smith Tower, is an honorary member of the local union and 
according to Mr. Horton, he handles the legal affairs of the 
local and is raid a retaining fee of several hundred dollars, 
per month. 


Mr. Horton further related that in Augvat 1958, 
through arrangements mede by George Bradley, he met at luncheon 
one day with Norris Rapport, District leacer of the Communist 
zarty, and at Rapport's request he, Forton, furnished information 
showing withdrawals of the union's funds from the union treasury. 
This incident, according to irs Horton, clearly indicates that 
union funds are being diverted through the Comzunist Tarty, 


Cn Cetober 2, 1940, Eerold|Znight, residing at 2924 — 
Norman Street, Seattle, Vashington, Seattle, Sashington, called 
at the Seattle office and advised as follows: that several years ago 
he became a member of the Building Service Umployees Union and 
claimed to beve joined the Communist Tarty, Le stoted that he 
was never active in the Tarty but that his affiliation with the 
Tarty, in his opinion, made his connections vith the union nore 
secure. Knight stated thet at present he wae employed as a 
janitor at the Ceattle Recreation Fall, 6th and Tine Street, and 
on the day he made his complaint he ste ted that his enployer had 
informed him that the union had just told him he, "nicht, was no 
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longer a member of the union and should be discharged unless 
he could straighten matters out with the union. night stated 
that his only connection with the Comunist Tarty was to pay 
about 22.09 in dues and that he dropped out o? tho Communist 
zarty» 


During the Interview, “night expressed his opinion 
that on account of his dropping out of the Commnist Tarty, 
the union was endeavoring to bring pressure to bear in order 
to keep him in line with the Communist Party, 


The above information is a au-mary as a result of 
the review of Seattle fiüe| | b7E 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. fi, RIGE 
Special Acent 


JER: skh 
b7E 


co: 2 Bureau 
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m 200 A Bureau nf Inuestind 
-— Siniteh States Department of Justice 


n 508 U. S, Court House 
Seattle, Washington 


" June 11, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. i 
ATTENTION: TECHNICAL LABORATORY 


© 
Dear Sirt RE: BUILDING SERVICE. EUPLOVERS-UNLON 
COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 


There is being transmitted herewith a roll of exposed, 
35 millimeter film for development which records certain 
testimony taken by an investigating committee within the 
Building Service, Employees Union concerning the Communist 
activities of certain leaders of this organization. The 
above documents were referred to this office by Lieutenant 
C. B. NEUSER of the Seattle Police Department. . 


It is respectfully requested that three copies of 
each negative be developed and enlarged to the dimensions 
indicated in the film and returned to this office as soon 

` ag. possible. : 


Very truly yours, 


~ 


* " A. CORNELIUS , JR. 
n . Special Agent in Charge 


ASR:lfb 


cc Technical Lab. 
Lu w 9 
wee we [p'u- 
ge 
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| June 26, 1911 


ee: Gà- dida GS Fx] 


Special Agent in Charge 

Pederal Rureau of investigation 
U. 3. Department of Justice 
SUB U. 3. Court House 

üsabtis, sashington 


| l RE: BUILDING SERVICE EHPLOYR:-S UNION 
m COMMUEIST ACTIVITIES 


E 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letter to the 
 Dureau dated June 11, 1941, with whieh you trans- 
mitted a roll of exposed 35 millimeter flle in con- 
nection with the above matter. 


In accordance with your rscuegt, threo 
enlarged photographie prints of each negative to- 
gether with the negatives are being forwarded to 
your office under separate registered cover. 


Very truly yours, 


ohn Gdger Hoovar 


Director 
Mr. Totson a mS : 
Mr. E. A. Tamm z COMMUNICA] iONS Spo b R 
Mr. Clegg _ n AR S E l 
Mr. Foxworth i MAS L. Ek D i U z 
far. Glavin i; x i l : 
ier IN ee? E: "D 
Mr. Laga ] JUN mG} 941 So d d 7 . yr : 
A E f : zu d e. 
Mr. Nichots P.M. CT i 3 - p d a 
Mr, Rosen 5 | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTA. | i "es QA ; . b 
: ES DEPARTMENT QE 1s f N. Re 5 
1 Mr. Carson "SEE » A NIA F ; l 
Mr. Quinn Tamm x 
Mr. Hendon Ká : N 
Mr. Tracy E: í - am DEN 
: —— 1 RN eS 
Miss Gandy ^ nk i , UK ` 


! IN THE A, F, L, BAN 
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SUBJECT? BUILD (v 'CE EMPLOYEES UNION, é i6 (AFL),Seattle, Wash 
* zd yaris iet SEAL HN ami HN KH Ri e iL t 


According to reí -~ -vals is one of the largest unions in the city of = 
: Seattle, Wash., ánd'is under complete domination of the Communist Party. 
| The officers are: 

" V 
oF " -Je8'FLETOHER, President 
(Known. CP member) Res.8731 Phinney Ave. Seattle 


ma? u 


George EZ'BRADLEY, Business Agent 
(Ran for State Senator on CP ticket several years ago) 
Address: 6500.- 4th Ave. N.W. Seattle 
v Merwin_LeCOLE, Asst. Bus. Agent z . 
(Former YCL leader in Seattle) " i 
Res, 1628 - 4lst Ave.N. Seattle 
d Odd Je“FALKENBERG; Sec,.-Treas, 


(Active CP) Res. 903 Union St. Seattle, 


of the Seattle Post Office; Fred B. is an elevator operator in the 
County City Bldg. (King County employee); Harry is an ex-service man 
who served in World War #1; at present time a patient in the U.S.Marine 
Hospital, Seattle, having some sinus ailment said to have been contracted 
during his war service. 


Harry, Alfred J. and Fred BysPepin' are brothers. Alfred J, is an employee 


There is no definite wecord that the three brothers are radical, Fred B. 
PEPIN is a married man and has a good reputation. His brother, Alfred 
Pepin, may have some CP connection but this is not confirmed. Harry 
Pepin, after his discharge from the U.S.Army, returned to Germany where 
he spent seven years. He married a German. girl and returned to the United 
States. Since his return, Harry has displayed a very favorable attitude 
toward Hitler and the Nazi cause. 


The 3 brothers are members of Local #6, but it is not likely that their 
standing end influence would ever lead to control of the union. 


There is another J, XPepin;, a party member, who is not related to the 
three brothers. This man is a cashier of the union and carries 
considerable weight in the organization, it is reported, 
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LASSIFICATIOM AUTHORITY DERIVED FEBREM. C 
ITOMATIC DECLASS CATION GUIDE 
Us-ll-2025 BY. 


Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 


Res Ü BULING SERVICE GTOXJLS 
IST URNATIONAL UNION, Local Ho. 6, 
els of le 
Internal Security ~ Y 


Dear Sirs 


4 confidential source of the Bureau has advised that the 
captioned organizution is one of the largest unions in seattle, ;ash- 
ington, and is under comolete domination of the Communist rarty, In- 
formation has also been received that the following are the officers 
of thia local: 


president, Jes Fletcher, 8751 Phinney venue, 
Seattle, ashing ton; 
Business agent, George E. Bradley, 6500 Fourth 
avenue, liorthwest, Jeattle, washington} 
assistant Susiness agent, Kerwin L. Cole, 1628 
4ist .venue North, seattle, «ashincton; 
Aecretary-Ireusurer, J. Falkenberg, 903 Union Street, 
38attle, Washington. 


The confidentiul source has indicated that Fletcher is a 
à known member of the Communist Party; that Sradley ran for State Senator 
201501... &he Communist Party ticket several years ago; that Cole is a former 
B. A. Tamt, aor of ihe Young Comunist League in Seattle, and that Falkenberg is 
aiti c-an-active rember of the Communist Party. 
avin s 


Ladd re | Very truly yours, 
Nichols, : 
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Mr. Tolsen 


Mr, E. A, Tamm 


| 


Mr. Clegg 


Mr. Glavin, 


Mr. tadá 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr, Carson 
Mr. Coftey 
Mr, Hendon 
Mr. Holloman 
Mr. McGuire 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


[ 


Mr, Nease, 


Mise Sandy 


IM LO Wareh 13, 1942 


SPB IL 


Mr. 5. M. Whiteley 

Bullding Manager 

The Baltimore Life Insurance Company 
The Baltimore Life Building 
Baltimora, Maryland 


Dear Mr. Whiteley: 


I am in receipt of your communication of February 
19, 1942 requesting any record which night appear in the 
Identification Division files of this Bureau regarding Albert 
B. Eisenberg and Barney Heniler. 


I am unable to crant your request, due to Congres- 
sional legislation governing the operation of the Identifi-~ 
cation Division of this Bureau, and which provides that 
information contained in the files can be disseminated only 
to duly constituted law enforcement or governmental officials 
and agencies. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Diractor 


"NT 0 ( : * . 1 
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THE BALTIMORE [ure [NSURANGE (OMPANY 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


THE BALTIMORE LIFE BUILDING 


Feb. 19, 1942 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


ajre- i fia 


z 1 fv 


Gentlemen: 


There is a movement on foot in Mis city to unionize 
the employees of office builidngs. . 


4 This movement apparently startgd from out of town, 

a is being carried on here by th fpllowing: Albert B, 
Eisenberg from Chicago, and Barne enler, from Philadelphia, 
“operating under the name of! uilding Service Employees 
International Union, Local No. I82. "This may, of course, 
be a péPféctily bona fide movenent, but since there has 

been no agitation among local employees, it would be 

quite interesting to know whether either one of these 
gentlemen has already established a record in your files. 


Thanking you for any advice you may deem of interest, 
I am, 


Yours ry truly, 


ending 


building Go 
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l= DGAR-HOGVER 6 4 Mr, E, A, Tamm 
: Á Mr. Ciosg 
viie 


Mr. Glavin 
Sieteral Bureaun af Xroestinati EN — 
United States Department nf Justice Mre Ne 
E Mr, Rosen 
Washington, 78. €. Mr. Tracy 
| Mr. Carson 
T EPM: BK April 1, 1942 Me. Cottey 
Mir, Hendon 
j Mr, Holloman 
E MEMORANDUM FOR HR. KRAMER[ Mr. McGuire 
S p Mr. HADO s 
A Re: BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES ice fano 
. INTERNATIONAL UNION, AF of L . Tele, Room 
Mr, Noase 
Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy " 


The indicated individuals on the attached 
& photostatic list are affiliated with the captioned 
organization, and are reported by a confidential source 
of the Des Moines Office (190-14808-61) to have requested 
Executive clemency for Earlj Browder. 


Respectfully, 


Attachment 


APR p 1342 
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Ts TOON ARES AYE 


cid Jre Chester . 
DeSantis, Harry 
Deoner, Philip 
Garvin, Arthur 
. Golden, Frénk 
Goodman, Jojn - 
Hall, Harry 
‘Hunter, Thomas 
. King, John 

' MeCabe, Thomas 
MoConney, Fe 
Meyers, Thos . 
Munro, Joseph: 


O'Donnell, ‘Stephen 


Pease, Y», Ge 
Pudell, Sydney 
Rollands, Fred 
Schpall, Larry — 
Silver, Morris 
White, Floyd 


Zinov, Paul. Sé. 1 
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Exeo» Brd,. 


: Exec, Brd, 


Exeo,. Brda 


- Exeo, Brå. 


Exec, Brd. 


/ . Bus. Agent 
- Bus. Agent 
Seo, Treas, 


Exec . Bråda 
Exec. Brde 
Exec e Brde 
Rec. Seotíy, 


. President 


Bus. Agent 
Exec, Brd,. 
Bus, Agent 


© Vice-Pres, 


Bus , Agent 
Trustee 
Bus, Agent 
Exec, Brd, 
Exec, Brå. 


Bus, Agent 


AFL 


New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 


` New York 
' New York 


New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 


. New York 


New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Seattle, 
New York 


- New York 


New York 
New York 
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SUBJECT organization reported to be controlled by 


the GP. NDs 12, 13 cognizant. 
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DEC LASSIETCOATION AUTHORITY center cane ine 
SEL AUTOMATIC DECLASGTPICATION CCTDE 
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Nr, A, X. Johnson 

Sreotal Agent in Oharge — 

federal Yarean of Invectignties 

", 8, Department of Justice 

1900 Tankers! Bailding 

Chicago, Illinois 


Wi; COMMUNE SE INFILTRATION OF 
2NUILDIDO SENYIGE EMPLOYEES 
/ INTENEAii UAR USIGNQA.F. of L. 
1NTERSAL PZGUEITT = X 


Bear “iri 


qs folloving individuals affiliated with the organization 
indicated in the captioned matter have been identified as Commanitis hy 
a ounnfióentisi sourge of the Bareau: 


mom, Willian, Àxeéotive Board, Local 144, Hew Tork City 

ya Chester, Jr., Busoutive Board, Lecal 144, Mew York City 
/Detentis, Karry, csecative Board, Local 144, Yew York City 
Amaat, Philip, ixsontive Beard, Lees! 144, Tew York Oliy 

v geleves, Kane], Egecutive Board, Lecal 144, New York City - 
-Aarvin, Arthar, Puaimese ieri, Leesi 144, few Tork City 

holden, Frank, Doziseve Agent, Locek 144, Mew York City 

flosdean, John, seoretary- Treasurer, Pesal 144, How York City 


X “Hunter, Thomas, ixeentive Pesrá, Loeal, 144, Wew Yori Cite sc 
` gag, John, Éseeutiye Board, Loeall 144, Sew Terk City >o ~< 

/ olebe, Thomae, Ascerding Seavetary, Lotal 144, Bewztfork-city 

'EeüonaPy, T. President, Local 144, New York City © 715 

" ——-—- Meyere, "hczat, Pusinebg Ageat, Local 144, Hew York-Ok$y N 
.X.A. Tubm. | ponro, Joteph, ixpeative Board, Loes] 144, Sew York "OME m= cp 
Clore. / cinemas, Ltaphen, Wesineos Agent, keert, MA, revoka — [33 
. Glavin. pense, filtiem Q,, View President, Local 146, Pew Fork OA. 

Mr. Ladd_, Pute)l, mrdney, Barivers Agent, Lesal 144, Fow York R — c 
Mr.Nichole, |. gallesde, Fred, trastes, Lecsl 6, Jeattle, "athingtgr <7 bu 
Mr. Rosen . /oghrell, Larry, Jusimese agent, Leoa) 144, Wee York £0. 7.0 s LONE 
Mr. Tracy, in ELT, “Morrie; Waeoutive Beard, Leonl 144, Nex Xerb ERT BUREN AF Ihn 
Mr. Carson Jove ropa; Sabon te Board, Local 144, Hew York ML BUREAI AF NYE STATION ^ 
Mr. Coffey... Simo, Poul I, Buvineas Agent, Locat 144, Sew York Aby MAY 18 19427 
Mr.Hendon ... - : . : . E 
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Miss Gandy ome y eben -. u^ 
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Mr. Tolson 
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In the event investigation has act been conducted regarding sont 
of the individuals mentioned above, the eporepriate effies should soneider 
otning a Gase file eopserzing sash ef thea and eondusting a highty dizareet 
investigation to develep fully his Communist Sonus stions, 


The ormai shemld be adévibed as to the Gases that it has been 
mesetgary to spen in erder that (fy may be appropriately followed at the 
Tureau, Jor referense pwrnesee thie istter is deing directed to the ; 
office covenbithe headousrters of the captioned organisation, —- 

92717 


Yery truly youre, 


John Zdgar Nooyer 
Director 


00 — New Yor e&ty 
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Mr. E.A. Tamm —— 


Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 


enemas eed 


Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Nichols — — 


Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy. 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon 
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Mr. Kramer 


Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy 
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m fs __ Hhutent of Investig... 
United States Department af Justice 


Seattle, Vashington 
May 25, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


"ashington, D. C. 
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
(PBUILDING SERVICE ZUPLOYEES 
INTERNATIONAL UNION, A.F. OF L.; 
INTERNAL SECURITY —X 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter of May 12, 1942, cap- 
tioned as above, listing individuals affiliated vith the organization 
indicated in the captioned matter who have been identified as 
Communists by & confidential source of the Bureau. 


ROLLANDS, a trustee of Local No. 6 of the Building Service Zmployees 
International Union, to be the only individual on mentioned list ; 


within the Seattle area, . 


The Bureau is advised that the files of the Seattle Office 
reflect FRED ROLLANDS to be a member of the Washington State Committee 


to free BRODER. 


The Bureau is advised further that a case file has been 
opened on FRED ROLLANDS, Seattle file 100—10,263, and the Bureau may 
‘expect a report on this subject in the near future. 


TR welice 
Ve dare S r Very truly yours, 


vago TEHLA CO (ET han. 


H. B. FLETCHER, 


] An examination of this list of individuals reflects FRED \ 


NEN Special Agent in Charge SE 
:bl REvo; fan, mm MYA 
Dower lr wd re MR ar 43 b7E 


cc Chicago, Illinois 


T0 tle file 100-10,263 AN 
DN E dp ne nud à "e Us l i j 


COPY IN FILE =H 


DECLASSIFICAT CN AUITHURITY DERIVED FBDM: 
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eral Bureau of Investigation 


( Siniteh States Department nf Justice ee ee ae 
New York, New Yo rk * dune Nichols — 


CONFESENTIAL | 
RRG:GBH August 6, 194bHr Co- me 


| Mr. Iiamer..-------- 


Mr. McGuire --------- 


— Qd 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


aan nanann annaaT 


RE; errs Sameer OF 
©RUILDI"G SERVICE EMPLOYEES ` 
INTERNATIONAL UNION, A.F.of Le: 
Internal Security - XX . 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated May 12, 1942, in the 
above captioned matter, directed to the Chicago Field Division, in 
Which there is set forth a list of individuals affiliated with the 
captioned organization, who were identified as Communists by a confi- 
dential source of the Bureau. . 


Names appearing on this.list were checked against the indices 
of this office and it was ascertained’ that, with the exception of HARRY 
‘SHALL, none of these individuals was the subject of an investigation. 


As there is no definite information in the files of this office 

indicating that any of the other individuals mentioned on this list are 

l connected with the Communist Party, it is not deemed advisable at this 
time to open an investigation to develop their background and un-American 
activities. However, these names are being indexed in the event it is 

reported at a later date that any of these individuals are affiliated with 

EN the Communist Party or are sponsoring the Communist cause, at which time 

& case will be opened on that individual end all facts relative to back- 

ground and possible un-American tendencies will be developed, - u 


$1335, 7 ` : ia pas 
MOU! 1¢ D- P39 0 6 o dx 


[RS 


TUDEYrS "t tru yours; 


alc men ake; La e A | 
&OPYiNELE ' desees 


y- | 


| C2 re MIR qnan ^ 
| v timoris) AUG L2 142 . 
948 SEP 25 1964... OE ‘tag 


» iz e o Lora mmo cte e ir VM pA mS Uh sg 


P 


AFFILIATED WITH THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION 2nd FLOOR «+ 570 SEVENTH AVENUE 


ae i s Red ids d aa i RIS 


TELEPHONE 


« NEW YORK CITY PENNSYLVANIA 6 


OF LABOR 6511-2-3.4-5-6 


Mp, J, Edgar Hoover 
` Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 


September 30, 1942 


Dear Sir: 


Local 32-B is a union of 25,000 building service 
workers employed in office, loft, and apartment 
buildings in New York City. Already over 3,000 
of our members are serving in the armed forces, 
The members on the home front are cooperating 
in every phase of the war effort. 


It occured to us that these men and women could 
help materially in the work of your department, 


Would it be possible for you to send us an article 
of about 800 words for our monthly magazine, re- 
lating in detail how these members can cooperate 
with your department. The closing date of the 
magazine is October 8th. 


Thanking you in advance, I am 4. BT 


Ver truly yours, 


LC/hà 


| t, ~ HATS CAEN | 
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REGOSDER 
- October &, 1042 


Jr. Leon Clinenko, sditor 

Few fork Local Hunser 22 

Juildinj service inployees 
international Union 

wécond Floor 

o70 Seventh avenue 

Hew lors, Jew York 


Lear p. Clinenkos 


four communication dated Septender 
JO, 1922, has Leen received, and while I 
wuoulc dibe to conply wish your requeas à 
muse advise thas in view op the nany matters 
requiring ny elojge personal attention at thie 
vine ft is iopoasible to furnish the deugired 
aróicle,. 


Io ta a pleasure, however, to enclose 
G copy o? the addresa entitled "The Iresent 
Task of Lav nforcement” whieh I prepared for 
delivery oefore the Annual Convention of the 
faternational Aasooiation o,' Chies's oy rolice 
in Jesu fork on September 21, 19Z2, It may de 
possible tha? you will be able go use portions 
Of cits address in the Jortheonino ionue of — - 
your publication, * i 
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reference is made to your lettcr of October 9, 1913, in which 
cartuin information was set forth regarding the Coumunist influence 
within the captioned Union in the Seattle field livision end the request 
made for authority to institute an active investigation, 


Congideraiion is beins ivon io secking authority from the 

avtnent for an investigation io deteraine he infiltration of the Union 

jo that end, inforsation regarding the BOIU presently 
avaliable in the Bureauts files at the Seat of Government and in the 2uicano 
field Office, in which headquarters city the national offico of the captioned 
is being compiled to form a basis for requesting Depart- 
Pending further instructions from the Duress recording 
the instit ting of an inquiry, no active investivation should be cond-eted by 
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* 4. e : 2 è . a 
d Federal Bureaun of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Seattle, Washington 
October 8, 1943 
‘ts INFORMATION CONTATWED 
; AONFOENTI 55 VORASSTETU^ 7 cx 
t) Director, FBI SI VIWE OTHERWT or, 
ü 
V ` RE: Som EUN OF ums SERVICE 
EMP VERS! UNION, A... 90S 
Internal Securit 
c«epnp BY: SP OR 
Dear Sir: aoDEY ON: 
* „ULI i] JIJ 


The Seattle Field Division has noted in conducting investigations 
concerning communist infiltration of labor unions the fact that the 


not initiated in the field. It is requested that authority be issued: 


| “I Bureau authorizes these investigations and that such investigations are 


Cn " 18 


for such investigation of the Building Service. Emplo oyees, Union, à in the 

state of Washington, _ the request being made on n the. fo}. lowing | facts, 
X put. JE a. FEE has advised that the Northwest Joint Council of Building 

— “service Unions is the most powerful union dominated by Communists in 

the state of e e that this union, which has 

10,000 members in King County, Washington, is the second largest affili- 

ate of the Washington Commonwealth Federation and is as effective politi- 

cally as is the Old Age Pension Union. furnishing information 

concerning the Communist Party trade Union Committee for the 12th District 

eh that three of the fifteen members were members of this union, i.e», 

JESS, S/LETCHER, WILLIAMADOBBINS and MERWINPCOLE, 


[ _Jaavisea that the AUnion Guardian", organ of the Building 
Service nions in the Northwe 


stated 
ere was an interchange of material and cuts between the "Union 
Guardian, WA ew World, " and Victory." The "Union Guardian" is the organ 
of the subject union. The “New World" is a Communist front publication. 
"Victory! is-the organ of the 12th District, Communist Party. It is noted 
that MERWIN COLE, the editor of the "Uni ian", is also editor of 
the "New World" and has been e by to assist in the prepara- 


tion of "Victory." ge eos "MT e Sud dye 


NICHOLASÁTVANOFSkY has advised that at a UNBE ReDting Ula 75 et y 
August 8, 1942, JESS FLETCHER advised the members that he *had6dnd ted. 
$800 on behalf of the Union ta theAlashington Commonwealth Federation 
for political purposes. The Washington Commonwealth Federation is a 
Communist front organization. "The New World" has advised in one of 
its issues that the Building servico Employees Union contributed $250.00 

oe 


COPIES DESTRO 
948 SEP29 y ^ 


b7D 


b7D 


Meals v 


PE TAPA a hes advised that the subject organization is presently en- b7D 


J 


Li 


LI 


Director 


10-8—-43 


Te 


to it during August 1943. Theyfiaiiy Worker" of April 8, 1943, carried 

a news item reflecting that the subject union had contributed to and 

was behind the May Day drive for International Labor Defense. Sub- 

ject organization is affiliated with the4facific Coast Labor Bureau 

wie advised is a communist front organization. b7D 


The president of the Northwest Joint Council of Building Service 
Unions and vice-president of the Building Service Employees Union #6 
is WARD D/COLEX. COLEY is the subject of a security matter file and a 
Security index card has been issued concerning him. 


The secretary of the Northwest Joint Council Building Service 
Union and also secretary of the B.S.E.U. #6 is MERWIN COLE. MERWIN 
COLE is a "key figure" in Communist activities in this area and is known 
to be a member of the 12th District Executive Buro, CP. The president 
of Local 6, B.S.E.U., and the second international vice-president of 
the Union is JESS FLETCHER. FLETCHER is a self-admitted former l.W.W. 
and is alleged b[ ^ [to be a Communist Party member at this date. 
State Senator THOMASWRABBITT is business agent of B.S.E.U. #6. 
RABBITT is a member of the 12th District Executive Buro and is a "key 
figure." Another business agent is WILLIAMÁDOBBINS who is also a 
"key figure" and a member of the 12th District Executive Buro. Addi- 
tional business agents of the union concerning whom the Seattle Field 
Division has received a numberyof allegations reflecting Communist 
Party activities are CLIFFORD LAND and HARRY, L. The'latter person 
is presently in the U. S. Army. Another employee in thé office of sub- 
ject organization is ANNANELSON, the wife of HAROLD. TQ\JOHNSTON, a Seattle 
"key figure" and a member of the 12th District Executive Burov- 


Two known communists in the subject organization are also Paore- 
sentatives in the Washington State Legislature, i.e., CONRAD) INJE and 
GEORG. RLEY., 


j deavoring to organize in Spokane, Washington, and they are using the 
Communist Party as`a e E P enge a member of the Communist Party 
and has been requested by COLEY and FLETCHER to organize, and insofar 
as possible to operate the Union. ai 


The president of the Tacoma local of this organization is ERNEST 
-THORJOLSON,-a Communist Party member, who has attended meetings of the 
political buro, 12th District, CP. 


Director -9- 10-8-43 


i ' The Seattle Field Division has had one, Agent review each issue of 
the "Daily Worker", the "New World," and the MPeoples World." A review 


.of the subject organization's organ by this Agent reflects that the 
"Union Guardian" consistently enunciates the Communist Party. jane, re- 


i9n. and, the same reading to its members, 
This organ reflects that the union has a book shelf where Communis. arty 
literature can. be purchased T in Une" union y belle Tere Has beer SONG ie “ 
üication that this union 1S '|S'presenbly en endeavoring "bo "further effectuate 
communist policies in Portland, Ore Oregon. u 


The Seattle Field Division will not conduct investigation in this 
matter until such time as authority is issued by the Bureau. 


Very truly yours, 


p. B. ldd m 


H. B. FLETCHER 
S. A. C. 


BSG. MB ie 


e 


Hederal Bureaun nf 3nuestiuatiun 


United States Department of Justice 


Chicago 90, Illinois. 


A December 27, 1943 
! 
Director FBI ie 
E] P dnd ‘ ^ 
Dear Sir: RE: COMMUN ISEMENTILTRATION OF  BUILD- 


ING SERVICE EFPLOYERS IZTERGA- 
TIONAL ORTOR p A.P, OE D. 7 n 
ILTEREKAL SECURITY -^« 

Bureau File 62-32l56 


Reference is made to your letter of Nov. 29, 1943 con- 
cerning the above union. 


F ry oj I b7D 
AN Coi A P ERN whose identity is known to the Bureau, has i 
Lem S mi 


t that the following are the officers of the 
! 1 International Union: 


President N ` WILLIAM Ly cFETRIDGE 
` Chicago 
Vice-president. THOMAS ' J.-BURKE | 
~~~ Ghicago 
Second Vice P. GUSPTARL-ERCK ‘ 
Chicago 
Third Vice P. WILLIAM-COOPER ,. 
Milwaukee 
Fourth Vice P. JESSE-FLETCHER 
Seattle ' 
Fifth Vice P. TIMOTHY..DWYER 
St. Louis 
Secretary-Treasurer PAULDAVID R à 
Chicago 
Trustee ELIZABETT"4nADY- |. — 
Chicago .- i 
b7D 
ENNL that the above officers were elected 
or & 5-year term at a convention in Newark, New um | 
Jersey May 9, 19h0. According to tbe following 
additional officers were elected kay I5, 1942, at a DE S 
convention held in Milwaukee-- RECORDED d dua 
SA PP " 
Sixth Vice P. CHARLES" BARDY feloa- 5: di s | b 
: fan pau a, E E 
Seventh Vice P GEORGE=BRADLEY aa DEC 30 1923 
Los; Angeles. i y 
Eighth Vice P. TFOMAS*SEORTY AN Bie 
New York City i 


52 


Director YEI 12/27/h3 HE: CON TET FYTILTRATICY 
etc. Bureau file 62-2356 


The Daily «worker, in its irsue of larch 5, 1326, declared 
that it would back tbe strike of Local 22-E and said: 
tuildins Service ftrikers--we consider that your ficht 
is our fight.........! 


Tre Daily Worker *n its issue of July 6, 13410 rerorted 
that 25 rembers of tke Local 22-E, New York City had been 
charged by ELLIOT T. CCUZ7IZIE, a member of the Union, as 
"a^ents of a forein covernment." The Daily Worker stated 
thet the 25 members would be brought before tre Local's 
Executive Soard at 125 E. 119 ft., the Bronx, to be tried 
as communes. mong these, according to tbe Dailr Vorker, 
vas ASL OVYASTECUTE, newly elected Secretary-Treasurer: 
The red ly “orver Aeclarec in its news story that the cbar- 
«es had heen*. rousrt br henckmen of GLO-23. Z2CALIS .;, con- 
victed embezzler óf union funds, as an cuterowtt of the 
‘loss of tre union electicn. ] 


In its issue of July P, 1ch0, tre Daily orker renorted 
that 12 members of the Locel 52-E had. been found euilty ` 

of enzaging in communist ectivities. The newspaper's 

story disclosed that ee! had been prosecuted by ALIA TER 
SCF VADTS, an Attorney, of 11 Fark Place. The newspaper 
did not name the 1". 


The Chicazo Herald-American reported July 6, 120 that 
Local 22-€ had ousted 26 ‘alleged communists, and that 
the Local's president, TFOMASj$#EVIS, had sent their 
names to the “ederal Bureau” of Investigation. 


Other informahts of this Field Division, all of whom 
were contacted, did not know of any communist activities 
at the present "time on tke vart of any of the Chicago 
officers of the Building fervice Employees eres 
Union, or of the officers of the Chicago locals 


Fo inve 


estigation will be undertaken by the Chicago 
Tield Divisi 


on unless the rures. should so advise. 


Very truly yours, l : 


d 4/77 ravto 


GG /elu | 
100-7985 


2 co New York 


Director FEI 12/27/43 ^ RE; COMMIST ITPILTEATI 
etc. Bureau file 6 


ove three vice-nresidents wi BID 
“selosed tbat 


considers hir ə sood Ameri- 
can and stronsiy anti-communist. According to C30 15 
LoTBETATCGE is devoting rost of his tire at present to 

. his 7"os?t'on as Director of Salvare for the Chicago 
metropolitan ares. f 


[stated trat 


PT 1 a) 


One ir. COLM-AL, whose first name[___] did not know, 
has taken over active di i of tbe international 
Union, and according EEA he also is strongly anti- 
communistic. 


À creck of this Field Division's indices for the names of 
tre above officers has disclosed tre f-llowirg information: 
[| reported tkat a prosram which was printed for the 2M 
".in-the-War Press Conference", held June 6, 1043 at the 

Lamilton kotel, Chicago, contained a statement which Lc 

ESTRIMGR bad given in praise of the Daily Worker. 

McRETRINGE said,"The Worker has done a good job ir boost- 

ing increases of wer nrodvction. Its news about the 

labor movement is instructive and interesting." 


According to Bureau informant 
[ }'iin-the-War Press Conference", which was held to 
devise means of increasing the circulation of the Daily and 
funday Worker, praised NerETRINGE in the conference for 
endorsing the Daily worter. - 


EE disclosed that PS Gh JA MIT, Circulation Dir- üi 
ector, Daily worker, requested LIBBXLLACTIS, District 
Representative, Taily worker, on Kov. 12, 19h2, to sub- 

mit tre names of one hundred trade unionists who misht 

be favorable to the “ally Worker. BRUJA Th planned to 

send these unioniste a subscription of one month to the 

Daily Worker. Among the names which Viss ARTIE sub- 

mitted was thet of GUE VAN FECK, Local No. l, Janitor's 

Union, 120 Y. Wells ft, i 


ry 
E 


[ — stated that communist attempts to infiltrate the 

Fuilding Service Erployees Union bezan Larch Ll. 1226; 

when the’ Central Committee of the Communist Party di 
supported a strite in Uew York City of building Service A| 
umployees. The committee issued the following stetement 
according to the Daily „orker of March 11, 12726; 7 

"Ire Central Committee calls upon communists to be in 

tke front ranks of this strucsle.....to push forward 
»erty pvarticination in tbe battle." Tre statement ves 

siened br TILITA grotei 


V hus Cheirman ,. and LARKTIQ2E«.O 


Secretary. 2. Sao 
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Best Available Copy . ln 


Bovenber 29, IAI 


174713 


O 
coNIBÓ INFILTRATION CF BUILDING SERVICE 
TMPLÓTYES! INTERNATIONAL UNION, A. P. of Le 
SHICBMAL SECURITY ~ C 


Dear Sir; 


Sonsideration is being given to seeking authority fron the 
t of Justice for an investigation to determine the Communist 
infiltration and control of the oaptioned Unien. 


Aocording to tbe latest information aveilabie the national 
headquarters of the Building Service Employees! international Union 
are located at 130 North Wells Street, Chicago, Tllinois. 


It is desired that all information partinent to auch an 
investigation presently available in the files of your office or 
obtainable from reliable, confidential informante be furnished 


promptly to the Bureau for use as the baste for requesting Depart- 
mental authorization. The of officers, national or al, 
of the BSEIU should be set cv where available and the mom Communist 
affiliatione of such officers or ay members shonld be reported. 


Wo active investigation ahould, of course, bs instituted, 
pending & request by the Bureau for such an fj uiry. 


' Please give thia matter your immediate attention. 


Very trviy ¥ 
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p - WFILTRATICN INTO 

JP BUIADING’ SERVICE izIPLOYaES | 
TIONAL UNEON, AF. of L. 
local Noe 6, Seattle, Washington.) 
INTERNAL SECURITY - x 


4 In response to your request set forth in letter of Deceniber es 
; 1943, we enclose herewith the report of Special Agent EDWARD C. 
y 


tan Stes ss Hii RAR, dr., dated December 15, 1943 at Seattle, Washington in the 
' above entitled matter. 


It should be noted that no copies of this report were referred i 
to outside intelligence agencies. However, copies are being meinteindc-i 


aia t5. 
ed in the files. Unless advised to the contrary by January 15; E put 
1944, copies will be furnished local offices of ONI and G-2. f : pe 


Very truly yours, Ta 
4.5. oddilu aJ 


H. B. FLETCHER 
SAC 
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Form No. 1 b7E 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO NM HENG: 


REPORT MADE BY 


EDWARD C. KEMPER, JR. pues 


aag iim DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR 
Seattle ~~~ 12/15/15:| | rH STE 


TITLE 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF BULLDING SERVICE AEA aa 
PAPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL UNION, A.F. of Le, INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


LOCAL 6, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. 


y = 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: The BSEIU Locel 6, AF of L, | Seattle, scie 


is controlled,.and dominat ed by members of the CP 
President JESS FLETCHER, Vice-President and 
General Business agent WARDJCOLEY, Secretary and 
iiditor MERTE [COLE Business Agents WILLIAM 

| DOBBINS, THOMAS)! RABBITT cnd CLIFFORD, IMSLAND are 
all key figures’ of CP investigations at Seattle. 
Resolutions and policies adopted by the BSEIU 
follew CP line. Union is a strong factor in the 
: Washington Commonwealth Federation, a CP front 
organization. Analysis of the"Union Guardian," 
publication of the,Northwest Joint Council, 
BSELU, reflects close adherenee to CP line poli- 


| cies. PE PAATE 
- Ua ar ED 


i . M ur Ens SSIES e" 
Hd aay Sel Servii 
Reference: . iceu file 62-33456 foin »2su[l$ 


Letter to the Bureau from Seattle Office, dated 10-8-43. 
Bureau letter to Seattle Office, dated 12-2-43. 


~ 


» M E Ws ra = o1 ph PETIA 
Details: b tL m an Preface ^ ^ ED 29 f3. Jes At 
a kurudi Pansi, yrd paa AS TE f x DADR 


furnished to the Sezttle Uffice of the Federal Bureru of' 
Investigetion; no investig^tion hrs been conducted in «| 
regard to the ¿bove entitled matter. 


The information set forth in this report was volunte rily i 
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‘BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYERS INTERNATIONAL UNION . , 
LOCAL 6, AF of L 


ampten mea m aa Pen’ 


| BUILDING SERVIOE EMPLOYEES | 


À. Northwest | INTERNATIONAL UNION, AF of L 
Joint Couneil 
| l 
| NORTHWEST JOINT COUNCIL | 
i  President—WARD COLEY | 
| Composed: | 
| Local © Seattle 
| Local 38 Tacoma 
| Local 202 Spekane 
i: Local 100 Olympia | 
. Local 108 Bellingham 
- - Local' 49 Portland, Ore. 
Local 262 Bremerton 
Local 196 Port Angeles _ ` 
qo UR ENSEM = NORMALI NI 
ox ccc cM ME ME : 
| Local No. 6, Seattle | i i toca 8, Tacoma 
DE 
Pres. JESS RLETÓHER | (0 | Pres. ERNEST T OLSON | 
V. Pres. © WARD COLEX, ` | : | V. Pres. CARE HAHLERS 
Sec 'y. MERWIN COL : | 18-7 ANNIS«GERON , 
G. B.A. WARD COLE ' ! ; |! Bus. Agte ERNEST DELSON, 
Be Ae WEELIAM DOBBINS ; l oome eee cone e e 
B. A. THOMAS] BBIT . | pr pue seq i | 
B. A. CLIFFORD IMSLAND = fhocal 49, Portland, Ore. | 
Ed. MERWIN COLE | : Pres. JOHN WS"CLARK ` | 
Aa Eds ed WINES. | tM Y. Pres. ^ GEORGEGUAMES aC. | 
Ad. Mgr. R. C ‘BARTLETT | | EU GLENWZBEAKE SS | 
Emp. Seoy. MARTHA YIMSLAND | Bus. Agte HINTON. BLAISDELL i 
Of. Emplye. ANITA4DOBBINS Bbteblp MEN "E 
A. B. A. — VIOTORIANVANDERBECK ‘ems eos Wii | 
| à. B. A. LOI NASH( MORSE, i Local No. 202, Spokane—— 
H 1 à 
| __.___{Murses' Div.) L.i r7 Pres. FHANKJHOLLINGSHEAD | 
Paa aie ocak V. Pres. ROBERT J RICHARDSON 
Y local 108, Bellingham | —- 
CRETAM i 1 ee rn EE EE E = 
| Y Local 100, Olympia cda | iulocal 196, Fort Angeles 
TE a 
Py Local 262, Bremerton. Bns. diets ' 


SEMI W. A. Van ZEE " 
Bus. Agt. W. Acah] 2H : 


ayes ——— aaa MÀ 


W. E. MACKLIN 


B. Membership 


The BSEIU Local 6, AF of L, holds sectional meetings on the first and 
third Tuesday of each month. 


General meetings are held at the Eagles! Auditorium on the second Sunday 
of each month, 


Members are fined $1.00 for failure to attend sectional meetings and 
$2.50 for failure to attend general meetings, 


At the present time the Union is reported to have approximately 5,000 
paid-up members. It should be noted, however, that active participation by 
these members is very small, particularly when viewed in the light of the 
fact that at the last election of officers, only 150 ballots were cast. 


For purposes of organization, the Union is divided into thirteen 
sections. These sections cover various phases of the Union's activity, and 
each section being presided over by a chairman. At the present time the fol- 
lowing sections are known to be in existence: ; 


l. Amusement 

2. Apartment 

3. Bowling alley 

4« Hospital 

5. Hotel and club 
6. Housing Project 
7. Industrial 

8. Merchant Patrol 
9. Nurses 
IO. Office building 
ll. School custodian 
12. Shipyards (including guards) 
13. Taverns 


C. Officers; 1942-1943 
l. Officers ~ 1942: 


President JESS FLETCHER (key figure) 
Vice President WILBUR J|BONAKER 
Secretary ODD J YFAL KENBERG (£ormer CP member) 


General Business 
Agent WARD COLEY (key figure) 
MÀ 


II. 


Business Agent 
Business Agent 


2, Officers — 1943: 


President 


A i € 


"WILLIAM DOBBINS (key figure) 
CLIFFORD IMSLAND (key figure) 


Vice President and 


Gen. Bus, Agent 
Secretary—Editor 
Business Agent 
Business Agent 
Business Agent 
Asst. Bus. Agent 
Asst. Bus. Agent 
Asst. Editor 
Advertising Mgr. 
Employment Sec'y. 
Office employee 
Office employee 


Exec. Committee Mbr. - CONRAD B? 


WARD COLEY (ium MM 
MERWIN COLE (key figure) 
WILLIAM DOBBINS (key figure) 
THOMAS RABBIT-(key figure) 
` CLIFFORD IMSLAND (key figure) 
VICTORIA VANDERBECK (CP member) 
LOIR NASH MORSE (CP member) 
HELEN WINE\OLSON (CP member) 
Re C. BARTLETT ^ 
MERTER-IMSLAND- (probable CP — 
ANETTA DOBBINS) : (OP member) 
GEXDYS'LMCASTL& (key figure) 
NOD (CP member) 


COMMUNIST PARTY INFILTRATION INTO 
THE BSEIU, LOCAL 6, AF of L . 


A. Officers - 1943 


The following is a brief statement showing Communist Party activities 
of the officers and employees mentioned in Seotion I, Sub-Section C. 


All ‘of the information set 


* Office by reliable informants: 


~ 


JESS FLETCHER (key figure) 
Position in Union: 


Personal History: 


CP Activities: 


forth has been furnished to the Seattle 


FLETCHER is Third Internation esident 
of ihe BSZIU.) 

JESS TIETCHER was born in Alabama in 1890. 
He has a 6th grade education and is married. 
He has always been active in Labor matters 
and his employment at the present time is 
President of the BSEIU. 

It is noted that in 1936 FLETCHER was elected 


President. (It should also be Y CEN Mr, 


other reported OP. members, In October 1940 


/ 


President of BSEIU Local 6. He gathered WA 
around him MERWIN COLE, WARD COLEY, GEORGE 
(BRISBANE, HENRY DODD, JAME FALKENBURG, and 


" 


. FLETCHER was among those who signed a 
petition directed to the Secretary of 
‘State at Olympia, Washington protesting 


the CP removal from the ballot. 


informants have advised that the only 
employees of the BSEIU were members of 
the CP and unless they maintained *heir 


Party affiliation FLETCHER would sce that 
they were removed. 


Another informant 


advises that in 1938 he attended 3 CP 


meetings in Seattle and that JESS FLETCHER 
was among those present. 


ant attended CP meetings with JESS 


FLETCHER as early as July 1933. 


ember 1942 and January 1943 FLETCHER 


admitted 


E urb ge „Dublic i 
Kon; QUT However, 
M é i 


CP membership to 
dvised that 


is considered "underground" 
because of his contact with the Union, 
FLETCHER was among those present at the 
"Production for Victory! Rally held at 


Seattle, Washington en January 24, 1943 at 


- which EARDIBROWDER was the principal 


speaker. This rally was sponsored by the 


YCL and the King County CPs  Informants 


advised that F 
platform of the 
at Seattle, Washi 
which time WILLIAM E 
Cbairman of the CP, 
Jet, "Hold the Home Fronta? 


TCHER was on the speakers! 
ae eM Rally held 
n August 1, 1943,.at 


zipeostan National 
S. 


À, spoke on the sub- 
It should be 


nc5ed that JESS FLETCHER has been very 
ecolve in numerous front organizations, 
imeiuding the Washington Commonwealth 


Fedoraiion. (X) In July 1940 he attended 


ee ee Ao o AA o oA o 


(3€) The| Washington Commsnwealth Federation, according to information con— 


tained 


the Seattle files, as originally organized, was a union of minor 
groups and independent laborers, for political purposes. 


In 1937 the ergan- 


ization was taken over by the CP and has keen under its domination and oper- 
ation since that time. Presently the WCF is a political union of 4u\€ension 
Trade Unions and civic organizations, Those officers ef the WCF who are not 


members of the CP submit to its policies and dictation. 
has never deviated from the Party line. The present President ig HUGHY De} CY, 


a leading figure in local Communist affairs» 
EE Mem 


en yaga 
tos t m 


Since 1937 the WOF 


Various 


Ànother inform- 


In Dec- 


b7D 


WCF meeting at Eagles! Hall to create a 
se feeling towards, the Communist Party. 
It should be noted that JESS FLETCHER was 
in New York City October 14 and 15, 1943 
at which time he was in contact with JOHN 

WILLIAMSON and ROYYHUDSON, National Oom- 
mittee members of the CP. FLETCHER while 
in NYC stayed at the Roosevelt Hctel and 
apparently was on his way west from the 
AF of L convention at Boston, Massachusetts 
The above informatien was from a highly 
confidential source, 


WARD COLEY (key figure) 
Position in Union: Vice President, and General Business. Agent. 
Personal History: WARD COLEY was born in Concord, North Caro- 
“Tina on May 16, 1907. He has a high- 
School saout on: A great deal is not 
known about his employment record but he 
was employed between 1920 and 1937 as a 
clerk and bellboy in various Seattle 
hotels, Since 1937 he has served as bus-— 
... iness agent. for the BSEIU. 
Communist Activities: It is noted that VARD COLEY is carried às a 
"key figure" in investigations of Gom- 
munist matters at Seattle.  Informants 
have advised that they attended CP meet- 
ings with COLEY as early as 1936. There 
are numerous witnesses who were formerly 
associated with the BSEIU Local 6 who 
‘were told by COLEY that if they did not 
join the CP, they would not keep their 
jcbs in the union. In his conversations 
with informants, COLEY has for many years 
| foliowed the CP line. He told one wit- 
ness in 1939: "The Government should be 
| thrown out and there should be a change 
| of Government." On January 24, 1943 
Í 


COLEY sat on the stage of the "Production 
for Victory" rally held under the auspices 
of the King County CP and YCL, It has 
' been ascertained through informants that 
CP membership book issued to WARDjCOLESON 
; l dated 2/22/43, No, 29571, was the book of 
WARD COLEY. Informants advised that COLBY 
was present at an executive meeting of 


nn 
^ a 


à 
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YLEMCOLE (key figure) 
Position in Wnion: 


Branch 350 of the CP held July 6, 1943. It 
should also be noted that COLEY has been 
active in various front erganizations in 
Seattle. 


Secretary and Editor ef the Union Guardian. 


Personal History: 


CP Activities: 


COLE was born at Seattle, Washington in 
1913. He is married and the above men- 
tioned position in the union is his 
present émploymeht. 


COLE is considered.a key figure in investi~ 


CP Front Activities: Informants advise that COLE was áctivo in 


gations of Communist matters in the Seattle 
Field Division.. Informants advise that 
COLE attended CP meetings as early as '363 
that he was Executive Secretary of the 
YGL prior to his transfer to the CP in 536, 
He i8 known to have attended a CP meeting 
at Angle Lake, Washington in 1937. At the 
présent time he is a member of the Trade 
Union Committee and a member €f the Exec- 
utive Buro of the 12th District CP, He 

is known to have attended the biennial 
conyention of the CP held at Seattle in 
May 1943. He attended a top fraction 
meeting at the home ef HENRYZHUFF on July 
29, 1943 which was attended by WILLIAM 
FOSTER, National Chairman of the CP; USA. 


the Workers! Congress; was General Chair— 
man of the Legion Against War; that he 
lobbied at the Washington State legisla- 
ture for the Washington Commonwealth 
Federation. (*) It should also be noted 
in this regard that he is a member of the 
Free Press Committee ef the WCF and was 
elected to the State Board of Direetors 
in 1942. 


— a en ee e o e — ee 


held in February 1943. 


: / “ * ua 
WILLIAM E [posemns (key fig 
Position in Union: 
Personal History: 


CP Activities: 


ure) 


E E 


Business Agent 
Born September 20, 1898 at Kippen, Idaho. 


His employment reflects that he worked 
for the BOEING AIRORAFT COMPANY in 
1934,and 1938 was employed by King 
Sounty Road District Ne. 3. ard in 
LOYAL he was employed by the dod Car- 
ciers! Union, His present employment 
is that of Business Agent of the 
BSELU, 


WILLIAM DOBBINS is a key figure in Com 


munist Party investigations in the 
Seattle Field Divisien, He is reported 
to have been a menber of the CP as 
early as 1931 and to have served as a 
member of the 12th District Council 
until 1935. In 1935 it was reported 
that he was expelled from the CP fer 
failure to fellow the Party line. How- 
ever, reliable informants advise that 
DOBBINS was actually placed on six 
months probation and required, to sub= 
mit written answers to certain ques— 
tions prepared by the Central Control. 
Infor nts indicate that DOBBINS has 
been very active in the CP in and 
about Seattle and there are numerous 
witnesses who can testify that DOBBINS 
Solicited their membership in the CP, 
He is known te have distributed liter- 
ature advocating that individuals join 
the YCL. It is known through inform- 
ants that DOBBINS is considered a 
trouble shooter betwen CP and the 
various unions. On November 15, 1942 
he was listed as among those present 
at a CP banquet honoring those who had 
worked during the campaign of ANDREW 


SAREMES , (3€) 


(#) ANDREW REMES is reliably reperted as a member of the Cemmunist Party. 
He was the Communist Party's candidate. for City Councilman in the elections 
It, is. also, noted that he was the fermer Administrative 
Secretary of the 12th District Communist Party. He is presently in the United 
States Army. 


-9- 


. lecal pension unions, The parent organization is the largest affiliate of the 


informants adviso that DOBBINS is a member 
of the Executive Buro which is considered 
the governing body of the 12th District. 
He attended a Communist Party meeting held 
at Seattle on January 4, 1943 which meeting 
was held for the purpose of arranging for 
EARL BROWDER'S appearance in Seattle. He ic 
listed by Informants as being present at a 
banquet held in honor of EARL BROWDER on 
January 24, 1943. Informants | have advised 
this office that DOBBINS exercises consider- 
able control of local CP affairs in that 
N BARBARA MARTLE , Administrative Secretary 
i ing County CP, follows his instruc- 
SE-T—-2 &dvised on August 19, 1943 
that OARBELREEVE, Administrative Secretary 
/ of the 12 h District, had called DOBBINS 
in order to secure the address of JESS 
FLETCHER.) It was also learned through a 
- to source that during the visit 
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, the National Chair- 
man of the OP, "USA at Seattle in August, 
1943, WILLIAM DOBBINS! name was mentioned 
prominently and regret expressed over the 
fact that he was presently in California on 
Dusinerss 


CP front activities: Various informants have advised that DOBBINS 
i "as elected to the State Executive Board 

of theKfMorkers' Alliance in 1937 and in the 
same year was elected a member of the North 
west Comittee of thefAmerican League 
Against war and Fascism, He is also 
reported to be a member of ‘the Washington 
Old Age Pension Union, (+) 


(%) Tha] Washington Old Age Pension Union is the parent organization for 185 


Washington Commonwealth Federation, and is completely under Communist domina~ 
tion, The total membership of all locals is 20,000 people. It is noted that 
appointment of officers to the WOAPU are invariably CP members or persons who 
will accept the CP line. The leading figure ee ncn, a known CP 
meníaer and officer, T 


L1 
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THOMAS s cyfasorm j 
Position in the Union: Business Agent. 
Personal History: Born 1905 at Butte, Montana; "attended 


Loyola University in Chicago; was a 
WPA teacher in 1938 and 1939; in 1940 
he was an advertising manager for the 
ar Timberworker, the publication of the. 

; I.W.à. He is married and has three 
children and is presently a member of 
the Senate of the State of Washingbon. 

CP Activities: THOMAS C. RABBITT ir a key figure in CP 
investigations in tho Seattle Field 
Division. Numerous reliable informants 
have advised that RABBITT is a member 
^s of the OP. Ina 1939 he was active in . 
—M soliciting members for the Party. 7 
i . Former members of the CP have attended 
top fraction meetings with RABBITT. He 
is reported to have attended the National 
"Free BROWDER! convention, New York City, 
in 1942, as a delegate from the Wash- 
ington Commonwealth Federation. (+) In 
June 1942 he was reportedly expelled 
from the CP in order that he might 
cover his activities because he was 
going to run for State Senater on the 
Democratic Party ticket. In March 1942 
RABBITT is reported to have attended 
closed CP meetings. He attended the 
EARL BROWDER rally held BE Seattle in 
January 1943, 
CP front activities: RABBITT is reported to have been an active 
organizer for the Workers! Alliance; 
as an organizer for the Washington Com- 
monwealth Federation, and vice president. 
of the Washington @ld Age Pension Union 
Ge. He is Seapine referred to in 
pee ler J oa is reporte to be a con- 
tributor to tnor World, &ll of these 
newspaper's being: being dominated or con- 
trolled by tke CP. His asscciates are 


(oy id Po. S EL MDC CM LM LC MOM 
(3X) Ibid, P. 10 
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known members of the Communist Party, and 
include such figures as HUGH DeLACY, 


WILLIAM PENNOCK, and DELWASTIE. 


CLIFFORD : DELMAR f MSLAND (key figure) 

Position in the Union Business Agent 

Personal History Born at McCallsburg, Iewa, May 9, 1909. He 
is presently employed at the Seattle 
Police Department as Superintendent of 
the Garage... He also serves as Business 
Agent of the above entitled Union, 

CP Activities Subject is a key figure in the Communist 
Party investigations in Seattle. Inform- 
ants have advised thet the Subject adheres 
strictly to the Party line in his conver- 
sation; that he has attended numerous OP 
meetings and is a member of the CP. It 
is noted that he writes a column in the 
Union Guardian entitled "Park Your 
Optics", details of which will be set out 
in a ‘subsequent section of this report 
on page 35. 


VICTORIA VANDERBECK _(GP member ) 
Position in the Union Assistant Business Agent 
CP Activities Informants advise that VICTORIA VANDERBECK 
j is a recent recruit into the Communist 
Party and to date she has been reported 
as attending a meeting of Branch 215 on 
July 12, 1943. Her CP membership book 
is No. 40725. She is presently under 
investigation by the Seattle Field Divisio 
LOIE,NASH MORSE (cp iaa , 

Position in the Union Business Agent, Nurses! Division 

Personal History He was born October 10, 1903 at Seattle, 
Washington and is presently employed at 

. Harborview Hospital, which is the King 
County Hospital. 

CP Activities Informants of the Seattle Field Division 
advised that MORSE holds CP membership 
book No. 26906 and that he is a member of 
Branch 215 of she Communist Party. How- 
ever his attendance at CP meetings is 
spotty and he 1s considered inactive. 


71 


HELEN WINE OLSON (CP member) 
Position in the Union 
CP Áctivities 


R. C. BARTLETT . 
Position in the Unien 


Assistant Editor of the Union Guardian. 
Informants have advised that HELEN WINE 
OLSON.is the wife of ERNEST OLSON. ~~ 
Informantion concerning Mr. OLSON 
will be set forth in a subsequent 
section of this report on page 16 


On June 23, 1943 showed SA b7D 


X 


FREDERICK H. SCHMIDT a CP transfer card 
No. 13091 from the files ef Branch 350. 
The card transferred HELEN OLSONMiINES 
from Branch 350 Seattle to Beane 425" 
Tacoma, A note was attached to the 
transfer card which read as follows; 
"This is HELEN OLSON WINES, a transfer. 
As you know, she werks at the Building 
Service Union and should be in the 
Tacoma Branch where she livess" The 
note was signed "MURIEL." The only 
other information regaraing Mrs. OLSON 
is a note appearing in the New_ World 
on May 20, 1943 listing her as among 
the leaders in the distribution of that 
newspaper. She is also listed as a 
delegate to E People's Victory 
Committee. Shejis also reported to be 
affiliated with the Washington Commen- 
wealth Federation, 


Advertising Manager 
There is no information in the files 
of the Seattle Field Division regarding 
this individual. 


MARTHA, IMSLAND (Probable CP member) 


Position in the ‘Union: 
CP Activities: 


Employment Secretary 

It is noted that MARTHA IMSLAND is the wif 
of CLIFEORD IMSLAND concerning whom 
details have been previously been set 
forth on page 12 of this report, and who 
is a Key figure in CP investigations in 
the Seattle Office. However, from a 
review of the file of CLIFFORD INSLAND, 
there is considerable infermation fuv-- 
ARES ished by Informants to the effect tusi 

/'heth CLIFFORD and MARTHA IMSLAND are 


245 CP members. It is noted that informants 


have attended CP meetings at which 3s 


l 


he | MARTHA IMSLAND was present. 
“ANETTA OBBINS (cP member ) : 


TC "Position in the Union: Office employee. 
Personal history: Born àugust 31, 1922 at Grants Pass, 
R Oregone She is the daughter of WILLIAM 
DOBBINS, information concerning whom has 
previously béen set forth on page 9. 
CP Activities: lnformants advised that ANEITA DOBBINS 
is an organizer of the Ballard Branch of 
be E Communist League. She is known 
to Wave attended a CP meeting on April 12, 
1943. She was also active in a Sovent ipn 
of the Young Communist League held at 
Seattle on May 23, 1943, and at that conven- 
tion was elected Dues Secretary. She was 
present at a YOL meeting held August 18, 
1943 and on October 35-3943-gave. a dinner 
to finance JIMPTAYLOR'S trip to a special 
YCL convention at New York City. ~~ 


GLADYS LXGASTLE (key figure) n 
Position in the Union: Office employee, 
CP Activities: GLADYS CASTLE is a key figure in CP inves- 


tigations at Seattle. She is a part-time 
employee in the office of the New World, ' 
a Communist dominated newspaper. She is 
the wife of DEL CASTLE, a member of the 
CP. InformaxtS-have advised that GLADYS 
CASTLE is an organizer for Branch 202, 
of the local OP. She has distributed OP 
lirature and is highly regarded by the 
leadership of the CP. She holds 1943 CP. 
membership book No, 28705, 


CONRAD VINJE (CP member ) 
Position in the Unions Member of the Executive Committee. 
Personal history: Born at Warren, Missouri December 28, 1895. 
In 1940 he was elected to the jashingtou 
State Legislature on the Democratic ticket, 
CP activities: Numerous informants have advised that 
VINJE is a member of the CP. He attended 
a CP buro meeting in NovemWer 1942. He was 
He Speakers! platform of the "Produc- 
(ATIS or Victory" rally, a CP function 
hela at Seattle on January 24, 1943, at 
ich EARL BROWDER spoke. In 1942 and 
expe 2 


"4 


CO ; AU) 


1943 he supported HUGH De DeLACY, Communist 
candidate for offité of City Councilman, 

CP Front Activities: He is a director of the Washington OAPU (*) 
is a member of the WCE. Get), is a sub- 
scriber to the New World and venen 
Worker and from alt indications follows 
the Party line in the Washington State 
TSE ela ures 


Attention is directed to Section I — C — 1 of this report setting forta 
the officers of the BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATICNAL UNION for 1942. 
In addition to the names set out in the,list of 1943. the names of ODD J. 
FALKENBERG as Secretary, and WILBERT Jo(BONAKER as Vice President appear. 
The following is brief information cor conéerning their activities: 


ODD JAMES FALKENBERG 

"Position in the Union: Former Secretary. 

Personal history: Born in Seattle on July 21, 1907; employed 

| at the Olympic Hotel as a janitor. He is 
married and has no children, . i 

CP activities: Informants advise that FALKENBERG is a 
member of the Communist Party. His wife 
told various informants that her husband 
had to join the CP in order to maintain 
his position as Secretary of the BSEIU, 
A review of his file, however, indicates 
that he is no longer associated with the 

' CP, 


WILBERT J, BONAKER 

Position in the Unien: Former Vice President. 

CP Activities: Information contained in the files of the 
Seattle Field Division indicates that 
BONAKER was believed to be a member of 
the CP but there is no evidence of his 
ever attending any CP meetings or other: 
wise participating in the activities of 
the Party. 


In regard to other officers for 1943, attention is directed to Page 3, 


Section I-À, which sets forth the various Locals of the Northwest . Joint Council, 


i Particular btention is directed to ERNECT THOR, (OLSON, the President and 
; Business Manager of Local 38 at Tacoma, Washing ca 
(*) Ibid., p iO 
(gx) Ibid., p 6 
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Pevsonal history: 


CP Activities: 


CP Front Activities: 


are set forth in three separate sectio 


mp vy Qui 


: ERNEST THOR. OLSON. (key figure) 


Position in the Union: President and Business Agent, 


= 


ost 


Local 28, Tacoma, Washington 


Born October 2, 1914 at Edmondston, 


Canada; naturalized through his 
parents. Attended the Universit; 
of Washiugton. In 1938 was 
elected member of the Washington 
State Legislature but was defeat- 
ed in 19460. He has been employed 
Since 1940 ^s Business Ágent of 
the BSEIJ. i 


He is a key figure in CP investiga- 


tions in Seattle, Infórmants 
have ađvised that he was present 
at a closed CP meeting addressed 
by BROWDER in 1938. He was in- 
vited to attend a meeting of 

top fraction Party functionaries 
of the 12th District CP on 

June 30, 1942 at the home of GENE 
DENNETT. Informants have advised 
that OLSON is still a CP member 
but is inactive because of the 
attitude of the Central Labor 
Council at Tacoma; washington. 

It is noted that his wife is 
HELEN WINES OLSON, Assistant 
Editor of the Union Guardian, 
information concerning whom hav- 
ing been previously set forth on 
page 12. 


Informants have reported that Sub- 


ject is a former member of the 
American League Against War and 


Fascism. He was endorsed as a 


'Gancidete in 1938 by the WCF. Tn 


1942 OLSON'S home in Seattle wae 
used ‘oy, HUGH DeLACY, the CP cai- 
didate for County Commissioner, 


B. Communist Party Policies Adopted by Local 6. 


In order to show the CP domination of the BSETU, the following facts 


t 


The following information was furnished by SE-T-2 and was secured by 
this informant during the visit of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, National Chairman of the 
Communist Party, United States of America between July,25 and August 1, 1943. 
On July 26, 1943, during a discussion between HENRY P.fHUFF and KARLEY LARSON, 
Mr. FOSTER, and Informant, Mr. HUFF said that there haud Seen a great deal of 
difficulty over keeping women in the Building Service Union because of the type 
of employment and because there was difficulty in getting the members inter~ 
ested in Union affairs. J i) 


On July 29, 1943, the same informant advised that Mr. HUFF told Mr. 
FOSTER that a small meeting would take place at 5:00 Pif consisting of four 
persons, namely WILLIAM PENNOCK (*) and TERRY/PETTUS (^, but that WILLIAM 
DOBBINS, Business Agent for the Building Service Union, would not be able to 
attend because he was in Glifornia. Mr. F made the remark that he cro- 
Sidered this & loss to the discussion BS (T 


On the same date HUFF stated that HOWARD COSTIGAN was handling the 
radio program for the Building Service Employees Union and might be able to 
make spot announcements on the radio regarding the FOSTER rally to be held on 
August 1, 19.08] qm 


On July 29, 1943, MEBWIN COLE and THOMAS .RABBII.were among those who 
attended a closed meeting with national chairman FOSTEP at the home of Mr. 
HUFF. It is.noted that COLE and RABBITT are Business Agents for the Building 
Service Union. Ge Y im 


lt was also learned through SE-T-2 that on July 30, 1943 FOSTER asked 
of HUFF what organizations the CP had in Seattle, to which HUFF replied: 
"They have the BSEIU, the Machinists and State CIC, and so on." Mr. FOSTER 
asked specifically concerning the BSEIU and HUFF explained the scope of the 
membership without mentioning the names of any of the leaders, [K^ E 
(*) WILLIAM PENNOCK is a key figure in investigations in the Seattle Field 
Division and informants advise that he is considered.as the most important 
member of the Communist Party in the 12th District, It is known that he has 
attended top fraction meetings of the Executive Buro within recent months, 
He is also Executive Secretary of'the Washington Old Age Pension Union, and 
was among those introduced at the "Production for Attack" rally held in 
September 1943 and sponsored by the Washington Commonwealth Federation and 
the newspaper, the Mew World» 

TOU MENS CN 

(*) TERRY PETTUS is a key figure in Commmist investigations in Seattle. He 
is the Editor of the New World, a Communist dominated newspaper. He assists 
in the preparation of the nensiape?y Victory, the CP paper for the 12th Distri 
He is believed by informants to be "underground! member of Branch 215, 
Informants have advised that PETTUS keeps in close touch with North west 
District Headquarters of the Commands v cure 
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On November 27 it was learned through a confidential informant that a 
Communist Branch meeting was held at the Building Service Union hall. 


advised Special Agent JAMES E. FREANEY on-October, 23, 1943 that b7D 
a meeting of the Democratic Precinct Committeemen and members, and members 
of Branch 350 of the Communist Party was held at the Building Service Union © 
Hall on October 22, 1943. On May 3, CNN advised that at a meeting 
held on April 20, 1943, Communist Party literature was made available on a 
table at the rear end of the meeting hall. During the course of this meeting 
WARD COLEY, the Business Agent, delivered an address during which he stated 
that he “had recently been appointed a trustee of the Harborview County 
Hospital. COLEY further stated that hisappointment has started various 
rumors which alleged him to be an active member of the Communist Party. COLEY 
made ‘no effort to deny his membership in the Party and concluded his remarss 
by saying, "I don't give a dam what people think about my political affilia~ 
tions." 


In the April 8, 1943 issue of the New World (4) there was an hie 
to the effect that HUGH DeLACY,,. known Communist Party leader in the Seattle 
Area, spoke at a Building Service Employees? banquet held April 4, 1943 at 
Seattle. DeLACY called on Labor to take a greater leadership in Beatin’ off 
a plot against Democracy in Congress. 


< Special Agents JOSEPH P. MacFARLAND and BRENTON S, b7D 
GORDO one EARL PAYNE was t of the Trade Union Committee of the 12i; 
District of the Communist Fue amma ii that JESS FLETOHER, WILLIAM ` 
DOBBINS, and MERNIN COLE were among those who assisted PAYNE and who were known 


to io him| [as self-admitted CP members, 


By letter dated March 27, 1942 the Bureau advised that it was learned 
through a confidential source that the Building Service Employees! Union, 
Local 6, was dominated by the Communist Party. 


(+) The New World is the successor to the Washington New Dealer, published 
by thekRrée Press Corporation of Seattle. ail of thé "Stockholders of the 
Free Press Corporation are members of the Communist Party. The paper appears 
weekly , and is the cfficial organ of the Washington Commonwealth Federati 
and shelota Age Pension Union. The paper has continually followed the Party 
line and exchanges material with the Daily Worker and théjPeople's W le's World. 
The Editor in Chief is TERRY PETTUS, a leading figure in CP circles, “about 
whom more information is set forth on page i7. 
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On February 5, 1942 in an issue of ihe Washington New Dealer (now the M 
New World), an article appeared stating that the Building Service Employees’ 
Union, Local 6, had supported HUGH DeLAGY, Communist Party candidate for City 


Council, in his electior. activities. © 


On July 10, 1943, Confidential Informan’ T-L advised Special Agent 
^EORGE D. THOMSON that he was formerly a Business Agent of the Apartment Horse 
Section of the Building Service Employees! Union, Local 6, Informant stated 
that during the time that he held this position he was a^5quainted with 
JESS FLETCHER, WARD COLEY, and numerous other members of th» Building Service 
Union. T-L admitted that for a brief period he was a meubez of the Communist 
Party and attended a number of closed meetings. He said he joined the Com= 
munist Party to determine the identity of individuals vho actually belonged 
to the organization and who were also connected with the Euilding Service 
Union. After remaining a member of this organization for four or five months 
informant disagreed with JESS FLETCHER, the President, and as a result he was 
fired from his position as Business Agent, 


Tml stated that he resented this action on the part of FLETCHER and as 
a result a number of hearings were held at meetings of ihe Apartment House 
Section for the purpose of determining just what connection the OP had with 
the Building Service Union. 


On July 19, 1943, Confidential Informant T-2fu»Hshed Special Agent 
GEORGE D. THOMSON with various documents which constituted the proceedings 
at which the Àpartment House Section of the Union attended, to ascertain the 
CP connections. These original documents are maintained in the files of ‘the 
Seattle Field Division and reflect that numerous individuals testified before. 
the meetings which took place in the months of January and February of 1939 
and that various members of the union testified that Union officials, the name's 
of which have previously been set out, had requested them and had even coerced 
them into joining the Communist Party in order to maintain their position in 
the Union. In some cases individuals were forced to join the CP in order to 
maintain their membership in the Union, ‘his information is not being set 
out in detail at this time; however, most of the material is reflected in 
other sections of this report. 


On March 2, 1942, Confidential Informant T-3 advised Special Agent 
GEORGE.D. THOMSON of the following facts: In the summer of 1937 during an 
organizational drive by the Building Service Union Local 6, the informant 
joined the union. Soon after joining the Union, informant was invited to 
attend meetings of the Union's Planning Commission, The duties of the Planning 
Commission were to prepare motions for the general meetings, pass on candidates 
for political office, to select candidates for Section Units, and to arrange 
for Sunday night meetings. Informant stated that the meetings of the Planning 
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Commission were uscd by the Communistic element of the Building Service 

Union as an opporturity io associate closely with individuals being considerec 
for membership and possible leadership in the CP,, T-3 advised that in the 
early part of 1938 he was approached by one J. RP ROBINSON concerning member ~- 
ship.in the Communist Farty, at which time leader/(LIFFORD-IMSLAND, information 
concerning whom has previously been set forth on page 12, solicited informen?'s 
membership in the CP. Shortly after this solicitetion, Informant accepted, 
and was invited to a hootnannie held at the home of J. R. ROBINSON at Angle 


On December 15, 1941, Confidential Informant T-4 advised Special Agent 
Ae K, DACY that she had attended a danee sponsored by the Building Service 
Union, Local 6, and that there were thirteen members of the Communist Party 
present, 


On September 8, 1941, Special Agents C. B. RICE and J. O. BISHOP, Jr. 
interviewed Confidential Informants T-5 and T-6, both of whom were former 
members of the Communist Party. With reference to the Building Service Union 
Local 6, these informants furnished the following information: The BSEIU., 
was originally founded by janitors from the various theaters in the city of 
Seattle and was composed of approximately seventy-five members. At the time 
of the organization, the constitution provided that it was necessary that a 
member of the Union be.a member for three years before he was entitled to hold 
office. Informants mention this fact because JESS FLETCHER, the President of 
the Union, became President without complying with these provisions, Inform- 
ants related at the time of this interview the Executive Board of the Union 
was controlled by Communists. However, there had been times when no one would, 
dare oppose the Business Agents at Union meetings. They described the Building 
Service Employees! Union as the fundamental union of the Communist Party 
among trade unions in the Seattle area. The rest of the Unions that are 
dominated by the Communist Party await the votes, resolutions, and movements 

adopted by the Building Service Union before they start any program. 


On December 21, 1940 Confidential Informant T-7 was interviewed by 
Special Agent J. H. RICE. Informant advised Special Agent RICE that shortly 
after his arrival in Seattle in 1936 he had become interested in Hotel and 
Apartment house management and shortly thereafter became a member of the 
Building Service Union. He said that shortly after his association with the 
Union he became acquainted with the fact that some of the members of the Union, 
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as well as some of the o?ficers, were sympatheti with Communism. Informant 
based this upon the fact that during Union meetings the various members and 
officials always expressed themselves so as’ to follow the Communist Party 

tendencies at that time. Among those whom Informant believed to be members 
of the Communist Party were JESS FLETCHER, MERWIN COLE and WARD COLEY. Á 


Informant T-7 stated that the conservative element of the Union, which 
he supported, was successful in forming an investigating committee desig- 
nated to investigate the Communist activities of Union members, this being 
in,the early part of 1939. He stated that at the hearings which were held at 

meetings, some of the Union members admitted that they had joined the 
Communist Party in order to maintain their membership in the Union. Inform- 
ation concerning this investigation has previously been referred to in this 
report, 


On October 2, 1940 Confidential Informant T-8 advised Special Agent 
R. L. FLANDERS that he was a member of the CP from 1929 to 1940. Informant b7D 
stated he was also a member of the Building Service Employees! Union, Local 6, 
until October 2, 1940 when he was dropped for non-payment of dues. He said, 
however, in fact he only owed for two months dues and that the only reason 
he was dropped was because he had dropped his membership in the CP. He accused 
the Union leaders of being members of the CP and stated that he had attended 
CP meetings with JESS FLETCHER and WARD COLEY, 


On June 18, 1940, Confidential Informant furnished Special Agent 
EMORY E. BUNDY with some original notes regarding Communist matters in the 
Building Service Union. At the present time the writer of these notes is 
unknown but pertinent -portions are set forth in order to show the amount of 


Communist control in the Subject Union, 


NJESS FLETCHER has now been President of Local 6, Building 
Service Employees! Union, for the past five years. This local 
was organized along the lines laid down by the CIO instead of 
following the Graft line laid down by AFL. 


“Shortly after FLETCHER became President, e r (4) 
became General Business Agent by FLETCHER'S appointment (not by 
election.) BRADLEY immediately-gathered about Him for-aides...— 
MERWIN COLE, WARD COLEY, GEORGE BRISBANE (ve), all-around:Commu- | 
nists; others such as. JAMES VALKENBERG-Seóretary-lreasurer, 


Iure eee ee ei dmm a, dle Rc cu d 


In 1936 and 1937 he was head of the Trade Union Committee of the CP. He is 
(Conti Page 21-A.) 


4m 
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(#*) GEORGE BRISBANE, informants advise, was a member of the Communist: Party 


in 1940 and was a solicitor for members ous witnesses have attended 
Communist Party meetings with BRISBANE eported that BRISBANE in an . b7D 


interview had admitted his membership but denied any present association. 
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HENR bor Business Agent, MARTHA IMSLAND, and many others were 
forced to join the Communist Party > -they Were willing to sell 
their birthright of an American citizen for a job .... At the 
close of the first year—(year not given) a meeting of the 
leaders was called to estimate the strength to take Local 6 into 
the CIO, We were abie to vote it down by a narrow margin. 

Then the purge began. Members who were opposed to Communism and 
the CIO were pulled from their positions and were thrown out of | 
the Union. The result of this purge was that hundreds gradually 
dropped away until the membership, which was at one time between 
eight and nine thousand has dwindled to less than three thousand. 
ees. FLETHCER has always tried to make Local 6 a political factor 
to be reckoned with and he stated in the seoond year of the 
organization at a meeting, ‘Local 6 is the balance of voting 
power in any election in the city of Seattle and the way Local 6 
votes, so goes the election.! " 


On June 5, 1940 pontidential informant pavisea Special Agent FMOR 


E. BUNDY that he had been a membe the Building Service Union| | ë | b7D 


e stated that during most of his service as an officer for the Union, he was 
the only one who was not a member of the Communist Party, He stated that in 
August 1938 through GEORGE BRADLEY (#) he met MORRIS! ‘RAPPAPORT (33), the 
District leader of the Communist Party, and that RAPPAPORT requested him, the 
informant, to furnish information regarding the withdrawal of Union funds by 
JESS ELETOHER in payment of alleged expenses. Informant was under the 
"impression! that RAPPAPORT wanted to know if JESS FLETCHER was making the 
proper contributions to the Communist Party. 


2. Party Line. 


The following is a brief summary of information contained in the files 
of the Seattle Field Division reflecting that the Building Service Union has 
tended to follow the policies, program, and ideas of the Local Communist Party. 


ee me 


(*) Ibid, P. 21 


(=+) MORRIS RAPPAPORT is a known member of the Communist Party and served as 
District Organizer from 1929 to 1940. He represented the 12th District 
on the National Committee of the CP, USA, from 1936 to 1939. He is 
presently residing in California. $ 


Confidential Informarit 1-10 advised that JESS FLETCHER, 
Vice President of the Building Service Employees! International Union, AFL. 
had on October 16, 1942 sent a telegram to WENDELL WILLKIE at New York City. 
The telegram read in pars as follows; 


NCONGRATULATLONS On YOUR REPORT FOR afszcom FRONT NOW, BOTH 
ORIGINALLY TROM MOSCOW AND AGAIN 2.7 HOME FROM TH" WHITSHOUSE. 
YOU HAVE SHN COURAGE AND PATRIOLTSH THAT CAN NOY SF. GWERVED 
BY PRESSURE FROM TORIES OR FIFTH CCUUMNISTS....Ta?3 75 A 
PEOPLE'S War." i 


On August 8, 1942, Confidential Informant T-ll advisea Special Agent 
jJCSEPH P. MacFARLAND that he had attended a recent meeting of the Building 
Service Employees! Union, Local 6, and that JESS FLEIOHZR ned made a Speech 
advocating the epening of a second front and had stated that the Union had 
contributed $800to the WOF for campaign expenses. During the course of 
JESS FLETCHER!S remarks someone in the audience stood up and shouted, "When 
are we going to stop talking about Communism? When are we going to talk 
about the United States?" Informant stated that the comments made by the 
unknown member in the audience brought loud applause. 


T-1l advised that at the same gathering penny postcards were distributed 
which had previously been addressed to President ROOSEVELT and on the back of 
which was a statement urging that a second front be opened immediately. 


Ín the Seattle Star for September 1, 1943, an article appeared to the 
effect that the Building Service Employees! Union Local 6, had endorsed a 
bill before Congress which will lift the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. (It is 
noted that this is paft of the local Communist Party line.) 


Confidential Informant advised that at a meeting of the Building b7D 
Service Union held May 18, 1943 a resolution was submitted by the Executive 

Board of the Union calling for a donation of $250.00 to the New World. (3€) 

WARD COLEY presented the resolution, stated it had been passed by the Executive 
Board which held its meeting the same day, The resolution was not thrown open 

for discussion by the membership and they were required to vote upon the 

resolution as soon as it was presented. The resolution was adopted unanimously a 
COLEY explained that the finances of the New World were in a very poor con- 

dition; that the Executive Board of the Union had decided to make the contri- 
bution in order to keep the paper from going bankrupt. 


[ | havisea that at the same meeting mentioned above, THOMAS RABBITT, i 
Business Agent of the Union, took an active part in discussing the recent : 
action of the Army in declaring certain sections of the city of Seattle “out of 
bounds!" to soldiers from Paine Field and McChord Field. 


mE CONFIDENTIAL ^ 
| [ Jadvised that in a meeting of the Building Service Union Local 6, b7D 


held Jüne 15, 1943, a resolution was introduced calling on President 'ROOSEVEUI 
to veto the anti~strike bill then pending in Congress. WARD COLEY introduced. fi 
j the resolution and made a lengthy talk regarding strikes in industry. COLEY 
accused JOHN L. LEFIS of being a member of the Communist Party, and he explaing. , 
to the membership that LENIS has been instructed by the Party leadership to 
t cause strikes and to commit acts of sabotaze. During the course of the same 
meeting COLEY again took the floor and %old the membership that he had written 
letters to the English, Chinese, and Russian Embassies asking them to furnish 
the Union with various pamphlets, magazines, and other reading material which 
would give the membership an opportunity to make a study of she manner in which 
these foreign Governments operate. COLEY then centered his talk on the Russian 
form of government and he spent a considerable amount of time advising the Unio" 
members to write to the Russian Embassy to secure as much literature as they 
could regarding the Russian form of government. He tolc the Union members 
assembled that it would not be necessary for them to become members of ‘he 
Communist Party or to become indoctrinated with Communism. 


In the People's World for July 25, 1941, a news item appeared which 
stated that the BSEIU Local 6 at a recent membership meeting had voted to back 
President ROOSEVELT in his pledge to aid all countries resisting Fascism. 

The resolution was introduced by JESS FLETCHER and called on the Congress and 
the President to "take immediate steps to curtail the activities of profiteers 
in basic consumer goods and to acquire and operate all armament and allied 
industries, to guarantee that money for defense does not go into the pockets 
of Fascists and their dollar-a-year agents..." 


The Washington New Dealer for June 4, 1942 contained an article which 
advised that the BSEU-had condemned Attorney General BIDDLE!S deportation order 
against HA BRIDGES. The article stated that a resolution had been intro~ 

‘ duced by O. D X FALKENBERG and called on the Attorney General to "restore in 
) the administration of- his Department the spirit of national unity so often 
expressed by President ROOSEVELT. i 


On July 10, 1942 in an issue of the Northwest Enterprise (negro newspaper ) 
there was an sunvpuncemant to the effect that the BSEU would sponsor SACK JOHNSON 
on à regular weekly radio program over KRSO. On July 13, 1942 JOHNSON Will 
Speak on "the Labor movement and the negro people." In the People's World 
for January 16, 1943, there was an article to the effect that the BSEU passed 
a resolution bácling the Pepper-Tolin bill which called for the establishment 
of a single civilian authority to streamline war production. The article went 
on to quote from remarks made by JESS FLETCHER to the effect that "Production 
is the key to Victory in 1943. winning this war won't. be easy but we can win 
it if we effectively harness all our resources to the job... 
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In the vashington New Dealer for January 14, 1943, there was a note to 
the effect that the RSEU LoCGal 6 adopted a resolution condemning the DIES 
Committee and calling for its immediate end, - i 


In the New Worid of February 18, 1943, there was a news item to the 
effect that the BSEU Local 6 had sent 110,000 cigarettes to the people of 
Leningrad. Each carton of cigarettes bore the following printed message: 
"Your heroic fight in the defense of Leningrad has inspired all the people 
of the world who love freedom." 


WARD OOLEY said etery > Russian soldier' who has died nes saved. the life 


of an American boy. In the New ‘orld for February 18, 19/3 is a note to the 
effect that the BSEU Local 6 adopted a resolution rapping the Office of Price 
Administration on soaring living costs. (This is in lino with local CP 
policies.) 


2 iron Organizations. 


i It should be noted that the BSEU Local 6 is one of the major sponsors 
of the Washington Commonwealth Federation, information concerning which has 
previously been set forth on page 6. 


Ihe Washington New Dealer for November 27, 1941 in an editorial commenüs 
the Building Service Union on its generous and patriotic action in holding its 
annual dance...for the benefit of men in the armed services, 


In the Daily Worker (NYC) for April 8, 1943, the Building Service 
Employees Union, Local “676r Seattle, is listed among those who joined the 
drive for May Day greetings to Labor and political prisoners. The announcement 


was made by the international labor Defense. 


C. Publication (Union Guardian) 


l. News Coverage E ‘ 
The Union Guardian is the official publication of the Northwest Joint 
Council of the Building Service Employees! Union, 


The following information is taken from the issues of the Union Guardian 
beginning with the april issue, 1941 and including December 1943 issue, The 
information is set forth in a brief, concise form. 


—Communist Party Publicity- 
January 1943, page 1: A front page article stating that EARL BROWDER 


will speak at a rally on January 24, 1943 and urging that members 
of the Union attend, 
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(#*) Ibid, p. 17 


February 1943, page 2: A news ee of the remarks made by WILLIAM a. 
FOSTER, National Chairman, OP, USA, at the J'üin the War" rally 


‘on August i, 1943. The ariiclo was given @ five column headline 
and complete details of the speech were set forth. 


December 1943, page 2: ù photograph of MARY;\HOOSMAN, member of the New 
World staff, registering to vote in the coming Seattle elections, 
It is noted that the New Worid is a Communist dominated newspaper, 
information concerning g which p paper has previously keen set forth 
on page 18. 


-Publicity Regarding Known CP Members- | 


January 1942, page 2: Announcement that HUGH DeLACY entered the race 
^. for City Council on the CP ticket. The announcérient stated, "..which 
is good news to those who found him a staunch support of Labor." 


March 1942, page 1: A feature article on the fact that HUGH DeLACY is 
running for City Council and a note urging that every member of 
the BSEU support him in his campaign. 


tor i (x) 
June 1942, page 4: An article stating that una rnc had joined 
the US £rmy. AN 


November 1942, page 1: Photographs of three leading political candidates 
for various King County offices and the fact that each candidate 
would give a speech before Union meeting. Among these were ANDREW 
REMES, information concerning whom has previously been set forth 
on page 9. : 


March 1943, page 1: A news item in regarding to the mass meeting held 
at the BOEING AIRCRAFT COMPANY and considerable space was devoted 
to the remarks of State Senator RABBITT who supported the Aero- 
nautical Union's demand for inoreased pays 


December 1943, page 1: An announcement that TERRY PETTUS (38) had been 
endorsed by Lodal 6 for City Councilman. The announcement was made 


ee — — o aes — es ee 


WILLIAM ZIEGNER, it is noted, is very active in the Young Communist does 
program in Seattle and was reported to bé a member from 1937 to 1939, after 
which ZIEGNER became a regular member of the Communist Party. ZIEGNER 

"IMS a close associate of HUGH DeLACY and active in the various front 
ir Mns in Seattle. He was also active in the affairs of the BSEU 
Local 6. 
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by sexx nip (4) of the Political Welfare.Committee of the 
BSEU. ‘Secretary MERVIN COLE made the following comment: 
"PPTTUS. has always supported the Union's effort to achieve 
better conditions and every time we ask for publicity in 
the New World, we've gotten the desired results." 


—Communist Party Line- 


April 1941. page 6: There appears an article regarding the draftees, 
The article reads as follows: "A great deal of piffle is being 
peddled these days about the glories of life among the con- 
scripted men at Camp Murray, according to a Union member 
who recently visited the camp. A committee reported an atmos- 
phere of resentment and discouragement, a typical comment being 
'I'm going to volunteer out of the Army in the morning.'" The á 
article goes on to ofiticize aid to Britain and the fact that 
only 42¢ per day is allowed for food, 


January 1942, page 3: Reprints a telegram addressed to the Washington 

Congressional Delegation opposing MARTIN DIES! resolution 
HR-6269, which would require members of the American Communist 
Party to register as foreign agents.  JESS FLETCHER made the 
following statement in the article: "Just so long as Com- 
munists and their Red Army keep whipping HITLER, they're not 
such bad people." i 


October 1942, page 2: A news story regarding WENDELL WILLKTE'S urging 
the Second Front. 


November 1942, page 1: An article extending an invitation to WENDELL 
WILLKIE to speak in Seattle and a cony of the wire to WILLKIE 
in regard to the Second Front which has previously been men~ 
tioned on page 23. ` 


May 1943, page 1: A news article stating that Mayor EVIN of Seattle 
has "passed the buck" in the case of CHARLES|RINGER, Air Raid 
Warden, charged with promoting jim-crow petitions to exclude 
negroes from local Federal housing projects. 


Sie Be oc eee RE da ee Se PR I heme, in ee ee," ee oat ee eS ee ee ad 
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(+) The files of the Seattle Field Division reflect that EINOR MACHAELNGUDI 
is a member of the Communist Party, has distributed Communist Party lit- 
erature, and associated with known Communists, He is employed as a 
janitor at the County—City Building, Seattle. 
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May 1943, page 5: A q one worio 
setting forth the Ei E cooperation with the 
Soviet Unione 


January 1943, pagel: A large photograph of pau [rosnson, the negro 
singer, stating that he is & spokesman for minority rights. 


June 1943, pagel: An extended article with regard to the House's 
vote on outlawing the Poll Tax in seven southern states. 
The conclusion of the article in capital letters set forth 
the following: "WRITE YOUR PENETOR AND TELL HIM YOU WANT THE 
POLL TAX ABOLISHED," 


June 1943, page 8: There appears a reprint of a poster from the New 
York Public Schools to the effect that science has proved 
that white and negro blood are identical. 


August 1943, page 1: An article quoting President ROOSEVELT'S sùg- 
gestion to the heads of Government Agencies to give, special 
attention to the problem of racial outbreaks which harm the 
war effort. The article quotes from the letter of Repre- 
sentative MARCAMTONIO of New York. 


August 1943, page 8: Sets ferth the listing of the child care 
centers in the city of Seattle. (It is noted that this 
follows local CP line.) 


September 1943, page 2: A lengthy article on a survey of absenteeism 
in war plants and hew it can be avoided. (Local CP line) 


November 1943, page 7: An article by JESS FLETCHER, reporting on the 
- AFL conventien held in Boston. Aside from setting forth 
routine Union matters, Mr. FLETCHER makes tHe following 
comments: "I also ran across less Red-baiting and anti- 
Semetism in Canada than there is in this country. There is 
far more appreciation of the great struggle put up by the 
Russian people and the Red Army." He alsó goes on the 
state that there was some Red—baiting at the convention by 
one or two of the delegates but that they were not well 
received by the convention. He states as fellows: "Those _ 
two that did Red-bait reminded me of the boek 'Under Cover! | 
in which the author stated that the techniques of the Nazis 
and Fascists are to attack all those who believe in Demo- 
cracy as Communists, These two delegates put in their time 
condeming the Communists and did not reker to the Fascists 
or Nazi element as describéd in the book ¥!Under Cover.! I 
urge all of you to read this book as it is very enlightening." 
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December 1943, page 4: An ELM. reflecting that Local 49 at 
Portland, Oregon had passed & resolution supporting the 
oll Tax repeal; the article was signed by Business Agent 
HINTON BLAISDELL, 


.-Communist Party Front Publicity- 


Employees! Union had contributed $25 to theXjoint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee. A review of the files of the Seattle Field 
Division indicates that this organization is Communistically 
dominated, 


September 1943, page 10: An announcement that nakiotnt Ant Service 


December 1943, page 1: A lengthy artiele setting forth the comments 
of WILLIAM L:YMcFETRIDGE, National President ef the Building 
Service Employees! International Union, calling for a closer 
unity between the United States and the USSR The article 
set forth that President McFETRIDGE was among the speakers of 
the New York City rally of the Contress of) M nicanecoviet 
Friendship. Schn 


December 1943, page 1: A news story of the American-Soviet Friendship 
mass meeting held in Seattle and stating that TERRY PETTUS, the 
Editer of the New World, was among the Speakers. "There was 
also a semi-editorial comment praising the recent HULL-Moscow 
conference. 


-U.S.S.R. Publicity- | 


February 1943, page 4: Report of EDWARD C. J(CARTER, - President of 
Russian War Relief, stating that Labor Unions had contita 
to that órganization. - : 


April 1943, page 8: Reprint of an article from a Soviet Wemen's 
Ánti—-Fascist Committee released by the Soviet Embassy and ad=- 
dressed to the "Freedom Loving e ef the World." 


May 1943, page 5: An article by GARDNER Joonas, JR., of the Offiee 
of War Information, comparing the United States and the USSR 
and stating, "A worthwhile peace is possible. only if Amerieans 
try: to understand the Soviet and its place in the seheme GE 
bs to follow the war," 
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July 1943, page 8: A news item to the effect that among Soviet 
fliers now ferrying planes between the United States and 
Britain and the USSR, was a woman. 


September 1943, page 8: The following item appears: "Members ef 
the BSEU who desire a tri-weekly publication containing 
news and information regarding the USSR may request their 
names be placed on the mailing list by writing the USSR 
Embassy for copies of ‘Information Bulletin.! There is a 
note to the effect that forms for the requests are avail- 
able at the Local Union Office. l 


September 1943, page 8; A request that certain books be returned 
to the BSEU Library. Among those listed were "Other 
People's Money," and the "Red’Star of China." 


-September 1943, page 10: An article entitled: "Women Help Man 
Russian Boats," reprinted in the Kodiak Bear, US ees 
newspaper, Fort Greely, Alaska. 


December 1943, page 6: News item to the effect that a Polish 
priest had been decorated by the USSR. 


2. Editorial Policy 


April 1941, page 8: An editorial entitled, "A Local Sample of 
War Hysteria." The following is considered pertinent: 
"The victims of hysteria believe themselves justified 
^ in overthrowing the Democracy in which we live, scorning 
the freedom of speech and publicity and even flaunting 
the laws pertaining to peaceful conduct....When we allow 


such destructien to take place, the last restriction upon 


sky-high prices and pitifully low wages will be gone. 
The war pay-trieters will then have the country 'in the 
bag! and Fascism will envelop this land..." 


September 1941, Section TII, page 2: An editorial entitled 
"The Editor Takes Note; You Should." The Editor then 
writes; "In these troubled days, such information is 
not easy to get—accurate as to current developments and 
facts important to Labor and the people in general.... 
Members who wish to be well informed...would do well to 
become acquainted with the Washington New Dealer, 
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January 1943, page l4: An editorial entitled "The Soviet Army 
Blitzes the Blitz," This editorial deals with the 
accomplishments of the Red Army and its ability te achieve 
superiority over Nazi forces. Comments concerning the 
defenses of Moscow, Leningrad, and ends with the following 
comments “We are interested in learning everything we can 
from the effective organizavion of the Soviets, for with 
their example, the gains cf American indusory, and the 
courage of our own people, we will make this war a bloedy 
nightmare fer the Axis." i 


June 1943, page 8: An editorial entitled: "We're in the Wari", 
dealing with the news announcement that treops and materiel 
had been landed in the British Isles. It calls for an 
immediate Second Front and makes the following comment: 
"Meanwhile the valiant men of Russia are striking giant blows 
against the Axis, spilling the red bloed ef their manhood, 


smashing through mile after mile." 


On the same page, an editorial appears entitled, "FDR, 
BROWDER, National Unity." This editorial comments favor— 
ably on President ROOSEVELT'S commuting the sentence of 


September 1942, page 16: sets out an editorial entitled "How Much 
Surplus Time to Attack?" This editorial calls for an early 
Second Front, 


October 1942,page 6: An editorial entitled "London Hopes," and 
calls for an immediate Second Front. 


December 1942, page 6: Is an editorial entitled "Disgrace te 
American Democracy." This editorial condams the 
Poll Tax in certain southern states. 


January 1943, page 14: .An editorial entitled, "The War in this 
New Year." The editorial views the accomplishments of 
the war in 1942 and calls for a Second Front. 


February 1943, page 6: An editorial entitled: "'In Fact! Commends 
Union," This editorial is a reprint from "In Fact" for 
May 20, 1940 and suggested that Labor Unions and ether 
organizations have often brought abuses to the attentien 
ef the State Department, the FIC, and the FCC. 
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March 1943, page 10: An editorial entitled "PEGLER v.s. Red Army, 


as Ever." The editorial reads as fellows: "WESTBROOK 
PEGLER again points out to the American people that the 
Red Army is not firing onc, Shot in defense of our freedom 
nor for the liberation of the enslaved people ef Europe. 
The Red Army, PEGLER inticrms us repeatedly, is fighting 
for Red Rugsia. Dosyou worry, Mr. PEGLER, in fear that 
some ‘misguided citizens of this land o? the free wili 
really bélieve oup political and military leaders when 
they; speak ringing words of praise of our Soviet ally? 
Well, we do believé in the Red Army and the Soviet 
People, so oil up your typewriter...." 


July 1943, page $: An editorial entitled, "Comintern Disselution 


Biggest Gain." "This editorial is quoted briefly as fol- 
lows: "Largest gain in strategy and master stroke of the 
month is the veluntary breakup, self-dissolution ef the. 
Cómmunist International,  HITLER!S claim to leadership 
and his idealogical excuse fer all major propaganda pur- 
poses is the anti-Comintern pact from which the Axis as 
we know it, was first develeped....MARTIN DIES ef our: 
notorious Congressional 'Un-Ámerican! Committee, exposed 
his hand when he asked what effect the dissolution of 


the Communist International would have on his Committee 4.» 


Biggest factor for our side in the war with respect to 
dissolution of the Communist; International is smashing 
the bogey of ‘world revolubién,! If each Communist Party 
is strictly a national Party with no orders from Moscaw, 
how can the Soviets be chargéd with fomenting world 
revolution?" 


On the same page is another editorial entitled, "Obstruc~ 
tionists Use 'Japan First! Cry," This editorial states: 
"Most serious new turn of events is the all out campaign 
of defeatists, appeasers, and pro-Hitlerites in our own 
country to fight Japan first....Behind it all is the 
desire to switch the war to an anti-Russian war on the 
theory... that a victory for us means victory for STALIN— 
Maybe we'd better quit!" > 


1943, page 8: An editorial entitled "STALIN Wasn't there," 
This editorial deals with Mr. CHURCHILL'S explanation as 
to why STALIN was not present at the Quebec Conference, 
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G6ept the explanation given by 
Mr. CHURCHILI« and stated that the reason was political or 
tthe fear that STALIN will have too much to say about 
Europe.,,.! 


December 1943, page 6: An editorial entitled "FRANCO has US 
Apologists,! which calls for a clearing cf the State 
Department's ideas en collaboration with FRANCO-Spain, 
The editorial goes on to state: "Instead of welcoming 
the Moscow achievements and hoping for more progressive- 
ness...it throws doubt on the sincerity ef the cause of 
the United Nations," 


3. Columnists 


It is noted that there are three individuals who apparently regularly 
write columns for the Union Guardian. One of these columnists is 
ANEITA DOBBINS, information conóerming whom has previously been set forth 
on page l4. Her column is entitled, "Over the Counter." It is noted 
that her column deals with various personalities in the Ünion, that she 
reports illnesses, births and deaths, but it is also noted that as an 
inclusion in each column she tends to regularly make comment concerning 
either Russia, various Communist Front organizations, or matters in 
whiéh the local Communist Party has taken an active part. The follow- 
ing is an ahalysis of her columni i 


February 1943, page 6: In this colum Miss DOBBINS states that she 

HE recently attended the Russian Ballet held in Seattle and 
that she had enjoyed the performance. She stated as fel- 
lows: "Sitting in the audience one could feel preud that 
the grace and beauty that they saw before them was the art 
of one ef our strongest allies, the Soviet Union, yes, one 
could almost forget that we were engaged in a war as one 
listened to the...music, but we must not forget! Not for 
one moment, for one moment is one moment lest in this 
people's war..." 


May 1943, page 10: In this column Miss DOBBINS writes at length 
in regard to hejenticPoll Tax bill and urges members of 


the Union to writé their Congressmen and seek its passage. 


June 1943, page 6: Miss DOBBINS writes as follows; "One of the 
important factors for Victory and the successful prosecution 
ef this people's war is the creation of friendly relations 
between the people of the allied countries. This relation 
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July 1943, 


in most instances exists pe the American people and the 
people of China and Great Britain but tcomany people still 
carry thoughts in regard to the people of the Soviet Union 
that were placed in their minds by the propaganda put out 
in this country against the Soviet people." Miss DOBBINS 
continues her column by pointing out that the Soviets are 
dying by tie thousands and that Americans are opening their 
eyes to the fact that the Soviet people are full of courage, 
strength, and honesty, and have contributed mors to the 
advancement and progress of the world than any other country. 
Miss DOBBINS comments in the conclusion of her column by 
urging that readers contact the Soviet Embassy in order that 
they might personally contact people in the Soviet Union and 
Start an era of friendship. 


page 6: In this column Miss DOBBINS points to the fact 


: that the American people are not aware of the 5th column 


in the United States which is trying to break the national 
unity by creating racial discrimination and strikes against 
the war effort. She concludes by stating, "The native 
Fascists desire to defeat the Seaond Front," 


August 1943, page 6: Miss DOBBINS asked her readers if they are 


educating themselves to current economic problems. 


November 1943, page 6: Miss DOBBINS urges her reddérs to see the 


short-subject entitled "The City that Stopped HITLER," which 
she states is a film showing the historic struggle of the 

Red army of the Soviet people of Stalingrad. In another 
portion ef the same colum she states as fellows: "Speaking 
of the war brings to mind the Angle-Soviet—American coalition. 
Up to now the Red Army has engaged two thirds of the Nazi 
Army which indicates very clearly that the balance of, the 
coalition is very unequal with one country carrying two 
thirds of the burden, 


December 1943, page 6: Miss DOBBINS writes concerning the motion 


picture: "The Battle for Russia," which was currently show- 
ing at a Seattle theatee. She alse hopes that most of her 
readers attended the American—Soviet Friendship meeting | 
which was held in Scattle November 22, 1943; 
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Another column which appears regularly in the Union Guardian is one 
prepared by OLGA SCHOCK (#); her column is entitled, "Book RevieWssu— 


November 1942, page 8: It is noted that in this column Miss SCHOCK 
used the book “Russia's Secret Weapon," by DYSON CARTER. 
She also suggests her readers te subscribe to "In Fact." 


December 1942, page 8: In this column Miss SCHOCK urged readers 
to subscribe to the Washington New Dealer (?*) stating 
that many people who were liberals did not realize the 
necessity of having a newspaper that would accurately give 
the people!s side of the news. She states that individuals 


may subscribe to the paper through the union, 


January 1943, page 16: In this column Miss SCHOCK stated that among 
the books recently added to the Union's library were 
"Russia's Fighting Forces," "Secret Armies," and 

"Men Who Lead Labor;" also, "You Can't Do That!" She went 
en to state that if members have an opportunity to visit 
Mr. COLEY'S office that they would see many pamphlets and 
books which union members have ween buying and reading. 
Among these books which Mr. COLEY has in his office is 
listed a picture digest entitled, "Inside Russia," 


- 


March 1943, page 12: In this column Miss SCHOCK reviewa MICHAEL 
STRAIGHT!S book, "Make This the last War," 


April 1943, page 12: Miss SCHOCK reviews the same book as menbioned 
above, , 


November 1943, page 3: Miss SCHOCK reviews "Under Cover, 


December 1942, page 63 IMSLAND writes at length regarding the 
great humanitarianism of CHARLES CHAPLIN 


March 1943, page 9: IMSLAND reprints from "In Fact," and states 
that former President HOOVER is supposed to be a mining 
engineer but was merely a mining promoter. f 
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is a member of the Communist Party. 
(4%) See footnote, page 18. 
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May 1943, page ll: In this column IMSLAND points out that DREW 
PEARSON'S column, "The Washington Merry-Go-Round" for 
April 16, 1943 had commented about the fact that several 
hundred Americans who had fought for Republican Spain 
had been discriminated against by the United States Army; 
that meny of them had teen treated as social outcasts and 
had been assigned to errice battalions, kitchen police, 
cleaning stables, eto. Mr. INSLAND states as follows: 
"Many of them gave their lives for"a cause they knew was 
just and right. Those who returned after the Loyalist 
defeat were treated as traitors, by many of the reactionary 
elements in this country, Many Government officials used 
their high offices to harass and intimidate these Spanish 
war heroes....i/e are proud that the Union Guardian and this 
column supported the worthy cause of Hoyatist Spain during 
that war. Some of our good friends disagreed with us and 
criticism was directed at us from many sources...." 


August 1943, page 3: Mr. IMSLAND quotes at length from WAHACE!S 
speech entitled, "The Century of the Common Man.” 


4e Feature Articles 


April 1941, page 12: MERWIN COLE, information concerning whom has 
previously been set forth. ‘on page 8, writes a signed article 
entitled: "Bewara of Facts and Jokers in the Present War 
Propaganda." He writes in part as follows: "omen are told 
of the glorious role that iB thekrs. in our national defense 
program-~to organize service unions, to drill, to learn to 
ino trucks and to prepare themselves generally to fill 
men's jobs so that they can take those places as an industry 
expands or as the men are drafted." Mr. COLE goas on to 
point out the place of women in war and states, "The . 
glories of self sacrifice are poor compensation for the 
necessities of lifo which women must give up for the 
prosecution of a war..,.Trade Union women know that the 
sound way to improve the standards of all women is to 
better the economic lot of the majority by building a 
stronger trade union movement and trying to prevent the 
further participation of our country in war." 


April 1941, page 10; A feature article by State Representative 
WILLIAM J J¢PENNOCK (4), analyzing the 1941 session of the 
Washingtof State Legislature. 
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September 1941, page 3: A 
Mean Wage Cuts." The article was written by RALP JUNDLACH(*, , 
Department of Psychology, University of Washingtonj Seattle. 


September 1941: A feature articls by HUGH DeLACY, a known member of 
the Communist Party, ard lhe Coiimunist-Party's candidate for 
puolic office. The artir e is entitled, "Nazis Threaten 
US Security." 


September 1941, page 5: A feature article by JESS FLETCHER, President 
of Local 6 and information concerning whom has previously been 
set forth, entitled, "Defense Cause for an All-Out Effort," 

In this article Mr. FLETCHER points out inat this war is a 
people's war and that everyone should support it. 


January 1942, page 2: Another article by JESS FLETCHER entitled,, 
"No Quarter for the Axis or Agents; Recalls 'Hed' Bogie 
Used to Confuse." In this article Mr. FLETCHER points out 
that President ROOSEVELT was severely criticized by 
reactionary Nazi and Fastist minded newspapers for opening 
up diplomatic and trade relations with the Soviet Government 
in 1933 but that the President's position has since proved 
right. Mr. FLETCHER goes on ‘to exalt the Russian Army and 
its position in the present war. Further on in the article he 
sets forth the following: "It is now the job of Labor Unions 
and the common people of America to expose...our own Fascist 
minded people, to keep them out of places of power, to expose 
their record, their Union-baiting, their calling of everybody 
a 'Red! who would not agree with their exploiting of all the 
working people of America." 


June 1942, page 12: An article by WILLIAM ZIEGNER, information con- 
cerning whom has previously been set forth on page 26, telling 
about the reappearancé of the organization known as Techno- 
cracy" on the American scene. 


ems im is tn, ur Se aig em es exem mE cm mE a eS a li el ea Wee eee re, ee, ae cement a mmu. GM Sime, eS S me pees emt eme set See: mem 


sor GUNDLACH was a member of the Professional Branch of the Communist 

Party who was active in recruiting individuals for the ABRAHAMAZINCOLN 

brigade; in 1940 he was reported to have been National Sponsor of the 
Korth American Spanish Aid Committee. He is presently at the University 
| of California at Berkeley. 


97 


NER -1U] 


September 1942, page 6: JESS FLETCHER writes an article urging 


a further offensive action on the part of the military, 
and stating, "We can all agree if Russia is knotked out 
of the war, it is going to cost millions of American 
lives thet would not otherwise be lost if Russia could 
be kept in the war by opening a Second Front." FLETCHER 
points out that the newspapers calling those who defend- 
ed HARRY BRIDGES Communist: and agitators at the same 
time wanted scrap to go t3 Japan. 


April 1943, page 12: A reprint >° the remarks made by WILLIAM 


WINTER, CBS commentator, made on a nation wide hook-up 
on January 21, 1943 entitled, "Debunking Anti-Communism." 
In his broadcast Mr. WINTER had discussed anti-Communism 
in relation to Hitler propaganda. 


September 1943, page 5: A feature article by WARD COLEY, written 


as President of the Northwest Joint Council: ln-this 
article COLEY points out that "Savage hordes of barbarian- 
- ism in their onward march to enslave civilization...have 
been stopped or slowed down.... World War II started ih 
Spain when the begging, pleading hands of Loyalist Spain 
were denied arms, guns and planes to defend itself from 
the Fascists... by Blum of France, Chamberlain of England 
and Hull of the United States. They made possible by 
their appeasement, an ocean of blood, a river of tears, 
to be wrung from the common people of the earth.... the 
tide of mankind battered and bloody is still going to 

the portals of the century of the common. man." 


December 1943, page 7: Ina feature article MERWIN COLE, infor- 


mation concerning whom has previously been set forth, 
reviews the book "Russia's Secret Weapon," by DYSON 
CARTER. In this article COLE refers to thé book as 
"amazing." He states it is on sale at the B.S.E.I.U. 
office for I5¢ a copy. 


5. Advertising. 


September 1942, page 27: There appears a political advertisement  . 


November 1942, page 4: A political advertisement of ANDREW 


of THOMAS RABBITT and WILLIAM PENNOCK, information con- 
cerning whom has previously been set forth. November, 
1942, page 2: A similar add appears. 


98 


REMES , annduhdfuE His cáüdbdàcy ow lsounty Commissioner. 
Information concerning REMES is set forth on page 9 of 
this report. 

December 1942, page 6: There appears a two-column advertisement 
urging attendance at the EARL BRONDER "Production for 
Victory Rally" to be held at Seattle on January 2h, 1943+ 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
b7D 
TI 
T2 
1-3 
T-4 
T-5 
T-6 
T-7 


m 


1-9 
T-10 
T-11 


All of the above listed informants desire that their identities 
remain confidential. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1447269-000 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 14 
Page 33 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 34 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 35 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 36 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 37 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 38 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 39 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 40 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 41 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 42 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 43 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 44 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 45 ~ Duplicate; 
Page 54 ~ Duplicate; 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXK 
X Deleted Page(s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 

X Forthis Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXK 
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' : February 17, 1944 Y | 


Director, FBI e 


RE: -RINPCRMATION BULLETIN OF TRZ 
EXBASSY OF THE U.S.5.R." 


Dear Sir: 


Application. blanks for an "Information Bulletin" issued 
by the Ezbássy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics have been 


distributed throughout the Seattle Area, has. furnished b7D 
4 applications which he received at a meeting of the Old Age Pension Pa lila 
Union, held in the Building Service Drployees. Union Hall. j A 
i IM 
! furnished an application which he had received k le 
| at a mechership meeting of the Ship Sealers Dry Dock and Boet Yard ¥ | 
' Forkers Union, 29794. i $ d 
| Soecial Agents H H. McKEE, FREDSRICK SCHEIDT and JAMES E. | , 
" FREAREY received applications at a meeting of the Seattle. committee i yi 
| on Axerican Soviet Friendship held November 22, 1943 at the Loose E 
x Pall in Seattle, It was publicly announced at the meeting that through, 1 
| "C tho courtesy of the Building Service Employees Union these applications 
1 x were being distributed in.tlho rear of the e^ ? 
E3 "oM 4 
ae YARD COLSY, è business agent for the Building Séryice Inployofs 
P Union, advised SE-T-2 that the Building Service Imployees Union had | 
e obtained 600 subscriptions to this bulletin. T 
* At the- present tine these bulletins aré being furnished to i ; 
: * this office by informants, however they are not. being retained since  ; ^ 
| their source is in Washington, D. C, i a 
f Se : m 
4 nan ' d Very truly yours, 
EE 
4 n k 
A i H, B. FLETCHER l 
: st Special Agent in Charge P 
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62-33456 - ZO 
Borin, SAC, Seattle Scptozber 6, 1944 


CHD:ELC Jain Edgar Hoover — Director, Fedoral Bureau of Investigation 


COLUNIST INFILTRATION CF LUILDIKO SERVICE 
FEXPIOYZES INTERNATIONAL UNION, A. F, of L.; 
INTERNAL SICURITY {0Y. 


Reference is ride to your letter dated August 3, 1944, in which you re- 
sested authority to place a technical surveillance om tho two telephe nes at tha 
heaccuartors of the captioned Union in Seattle, vashington, GS793 ` 


It is not believed that the technical surveillance is warranted under 
the clrouzstatices, Permission to make the installation, therefore, is not being 
Soght, The Puiléing Servica Pzployecs International Union is not the subject 
of a Communist infiltration investigation. It is realized that Local /6 in 
Seattle is heavily doninated, if nob completely controlled, by moxbers of tho 
former Comunist Party, U.S.A. There may be other ccatiored Locals throughout 
the United States which ara subject to appreciable Commmist influen¢s, but no 


3nforzatíon indicating widespread Qozznmist infiltration into the Unicn on a 
national scale hag been received. 


The Chicago Office, which covers tha headquarters of the ESSIU, has 


, furnished the Bureau- with available information regarding tha national officers 
of the Union. Its indices and contacts with ínforzznta on labor matters failed 


to disclose Comunist activity on tha part of such officers in the Chícagc 
territory. Taking into consideration tha lack of material xeflectins wide- 
spread Communist infiltration plus the comarativa unirportenca of the Union 
to tha nation's security, no investigation of tha Comunist control of tha 
Union ig presently contemplated. i 


Although a technical surveillance on the organization's héadcuarters 
in Seattle would probably bo of value to an investigation involving tha Union, 
it is not believed it mild be of sufficient value to tho coverazo of Communist 
matters pencraily $o wafkant its installation. 

= 9 v t 

Yitherírd-tó the Comunist domination of Local 7, it is bolieved 

that the situaUfbnjis-adequately covered by the maintenance of separato  - 


"Internal Secuifty 40)" 6r "Security Matter (C)! cases on the importang fi UPES ae: 
in the Union, nfdrastien received.from confidential informants or disclosed, : 
curing the courae of the,individual investigations of the Union's loadors if f 
the Eoattle areg-shthld provide sufficient intelligence regarding the Communtyt 
infiltration ofBoc®l £6, . - 


B 


Mey nmt meme nee 


? trs 


y teme. eo pnt c eiim sor gps bem irt ton maso oye vaste peime 
ad ot m ar o. tate ie oe - > 3: Bena 


ee w 


£F 
m 


a rT E -GAES od 


rias 


E Pres E 


FERRI ennan «went reo em ioris de le trente i neun T Pee race pors angen tere mi nre eme 
Pen eae we Eu ea cu bing y a 4 dd 
e san c tB Para tiem s Ses at RA : 


r 7 Q Ó 2 : ter. Tolon.. QN 
e H s v Mz, E A, Tamm. n 

dant , v Mr, Cegg. S s 

^ Federal Bureaun of Xnuestigatiun Ce 
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United States Department of Justice 


Cl A NEN bt 


/ : Mr. Ladd. ses 

x 407 Ue S. Court House- Xx. Nichoig..... — 
Ee, Seattle, Washington Sr. Rosen ans we 
Mr. Tracy... ueseaa 


August 3, 1944 


Mr. Mohr ....... MOM 
Bar. Carson .......... 

*. Hendon.......... 
Er. Mumford mearen 
?r. Jones ............ 
[Re Quinn Tamm. 
* ta NOM8O...e.nceenee 


Director, FBI 


Áz 
as Oona : SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL _ 
UNION, Local No. 6, AF. of le^ 
INTERNAL | SECURITY = [d ME" 


- arri. 


Dear Sir; 


Local No. 6 of the Building Service Employees Union, A. F. of Le, 
is located at 19053 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington. This union presently has 
two telephones, Telephone number: MAin 1371 is.a published number, which is. used 
for the conduct of the general business of the union in the Seattle area. The 
union also has an unpublished number which is MAin 1968. It is surmised that: 
this last number is used for the transaction of confidential business in which 
ihe union may possibly be interested. 


Local No, 6 of the Building Service Employees Union is completely. con- 
trolled and dominated by the. Communist Political Association, The following, are 
the more important. officials of this Local: JESSCFLETCHRR, President; WARD COLEY, 
Vice; President; MERV E, Secretary; WARD COLEY, General Business Agent 

vrbs conem, Business Agent; $ THOMAS RABBIT, Business Agent; and CLIFFORD 
S TELDA \ Business Agent, All of theses dividuals have been designated as key 

PEG in connection with Communist activities in the Seattle Field Division. 
In addition a number of individualscare employed at the office of this local and 
with only one exception they are all known to have been. members of the Communist « 
Party and are undoubtedly. presently affiliated with the Communist Political Assoc- 
jation, It should also be recalled thát on July 29, 1943: WILLIAM. ZicTOSTER, 
National Chairman of the Communist Party, USA, had a secret conferehte with a num- 
bef of ranking Communist Party officials in the Seattle area. Among those appear- 
ing at this conference were MERWIN COLE and THOMAS RABBIIT, above mentioned, 
Information was also obtained by this office during tine of FOSTER!s visit to 
Seattle to the effect that'he was advised by HENRY P PNU, Executive Secretary 
of the 12th District, Communist Party, that the Builing Service Employees Union 
was one of the organizations controlled by the Communist Party. 


hat information has been obtained 


b7D 
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August 2, 1944 


P. and C, Letter to Director 


Res Building Service Employees International 
Union,. Local No, 6, A. F. of Le 


Internal Security - & 


the Building Service Euployees Union and various Communist Political Association 
officials. WARD COLEY is the individual most frequently mentioned in these con- 


tacts. 


Inasmuch'as it is known that this union is under the complete control 
and dominance of the Communist Political Association and further since it is 
known that Local No. 6 of the Building Service Employees Union is an instrumen- 
tality through which the local Communist Political. Association acts, it is thought 
that a technical surveillance on both of the above mentioned telephones would 
greatly facilitate the coverage of Communist matters by the Seattle Office. Accord~ 
ingly, it is requested that the Bureau grant this office authorization to place 


a technical Surveillance on both of these telephones, . 
Very truly yours, 
LELAND V. BOARDMAN 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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goo os BA Ó December 20, 1944 
É 
e s John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
CEST INPILTRATION Cf EVILDING SUAVICE i 
CA um irs UNION, Ae Fe of Le > sever | 


Roference is mide to your letter dated December 2, 1944, in which 


*, you advised that Local Uji, mentioned in the reports of Special Asent Kenneth 
. Ms Bherly dated August 4, 1943, at New York City, and Special Agent G. 


“Allison Driskell dated Kay 29, 1945, at Cincinnati, Ohio, both in the case 


. "entitled "Communist Infiltration of Hotel and Restaurant Caployees Inter- 


i or 


national Alliance and Bartenders International League of Amcrica, Ae F. of 
Ly Internal Security ~ 6" is affiliated with the captioned union rather 
than with the INSIA. The Bureau was requested to advise whether further in- 
S vestigation of the BSZiU was desired. 


A file is maintained on the captioned organization at the Bureau, 
“but except for the Seattle Field Cffice which has reported Local #6 as Com- 
munist dominated, the field has not indicated extensive infiltration into 
thé BSEIU. The Chicazo Field Office, in which city the national headquarters 
,0f the union are located, has advised, upon the Bureau's request, that in- 
*tornants were not aware of any Communist activities on the part of the 
“Chicago officers of the union or of the officers of Chicago locals. 
: The New York Field Office is requested to furnish any pertincnt 
infornation concerning Communist influence or control of the BSSIU which may 
tbe available in your files or obtainable from confidential informants. No 
bie investigation of Local #14 or other locals of the union should pres- 
iently be conducted, but inforsaticn obtained in connection with other ine 
‘quiries should be submitted by report or letter under the instant caption. 


In the event reports are submitted, Chicago should be designated as the 
office of origin, 


a, | 
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Director, FBI DATE: December 2, 1944 


FROM. : — $40, New York i 


| "ss ' COMMUNIST INFILTRATION or Gorm y] e 
_— SERVICE. EUPLOTEES NTERNA TIONAL "UNION "T 
INTERNAL SECURITY &)  . ^. — 7 GE 


L. ; Reference is made to the report of Spit Agent Kenneth He l ye 

A Bierly dated at New/fork City August*Z, 1943 captioned cipal A 
TNFILIRATZON OF MOTEL AND RESTAURANT EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL ^^ . 

ALLIANCE AND BORTENDERS INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF AMERICA, A.F.of 

I. - INTERNAL SECURITY [6), and report of Special Agent Ge Allison 

Driskell dated at-Cincinnati, Ohio May 20, 1944 bearing the same 

caption. ` . 


1 = + £ E 
In ho/feport of Ageit Bierly it is erroneóusly stated that-toéel | 
{Hotel Front Service Employees, is a Local affiliated with thej 
fotel and Restaurant International, It has subsequently been . 
ascertained that Local 144 is affiliated with the above captioned, 


J 
v 
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International Union, EN 
peer hi A z . 88792 i 
2 Information was set out in the report of Agent Bierly concerning 


the Commnisé influence in local 144 and among other things stated 
that SJBNEY PUDELL in contact with the Industrial Section of 
thy ors st Party concerning trade union activities. Further 


Y: 'ermation is set out that local 144 is completely controlled by 
A i . Comuinist.officers, with the exception of the President of the 
$ =} locali The information concerning the Communist control. and the- 


identity of the officers of local 144 are correct. However, the 
E information was also carried.in the report of Agent Driskell 
3 noted above, d 


ux d A mew case file is being -opened in the New York Field Division 

: captioned as above, in which.case file information will be placed 
already developed concerning the Cormunist influence and domination 
of Iocal 144. 5 


? ^ 

The Bureau is requested to advise. whether or not it is desirous 2 

- that further investigation of the above captioned International E 

Union be conducted, It will be noted that the International officers 

P of this Union are located in MÉlwaukee, Wisconsin, Chicago, Illinois. 

— ‘The Secretary is WILLIAM Hy OOPER.. Gimme t Wisconsin Avenye 

E Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 3 v A icd E 
& dt f 
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- Director, FBI 5 -DATE: December 2, 19h 
a SAC, New York : 
© SUBJECT: consi omm I nid oen, NO. 2. 63059 
indon Washers Union} Building. Service. 


Exployees International AF.of L5 
y INTERNAL SECURITY - 


ja The Milwaukee Office has advised thig offiçe by letter that an 
“Agent of that office while interviewing Mr, WI COOPER , business agent for 
ij the Building Service Enployees Union International ÅF of'L, 721 Warner Building, 
ilwaukee, Wisconsin, Mr. COOPER stated that at one time he was aware of the 
Le Fact that Iocal No. 2 Window Washers Union of his organization had been 
. V. ‘strongly infested with Conmmists and that the AF of L had conducted an investiga- 
| tion to weed then out, He furnished to the Milwaukee Office a lengthy report 
concerning the investigation conducted by this Committee which the Milwaukee 


ut Office furnished to thís office since individuals concerned therein reside within 
. the territory of this office, 


A photostatic copy of the memorandum furnished is. being trans- 
` mitted herewith as an enclosure to the Bureau for the Bureau's information. No. 
investigation of the Building Service Employees Union International AF c? ; 
presently being conducted by this office and no further inquiries are : 
contemplated, ‘ 


Enc. 
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- charter of Local 8 (the predecessor of Local 2) and on December 16, 1999 issued 


-e X. O DEN ae acu 


t š a 
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After an unsuccessful strike in 1929, the. International revoked the 


a charter to Local 2. One of the reasons for the failure of the 1929 strike 
was attributable to dissension within Local 8, resulting from the affiliation 
of certain members with the Communist Party. These Communists were not 
admitted to membership in Local 2. 5 

It 1s charged that shortly after Berkowitz became Secretary-lanager 
of Local 2, certain Communists who had not been permitted to join Locel 2 in 
1929 were admitted to membership, and that certain officials and members of 
Local 2 were and are affiliated with: the Communi st Party and that the Local 
was and is in fact dominated and ‘controlled b the Window Cleaners Unit of 
that organization. In May, 1959, Izzy Os testimony with respect 
to the charges, and submitted it to the International for consideration by 
its Executive Board. Subsequently, in view of the resignation from the Zxecu- 
tive Board of Local 2, of those members who were founá not to be citizens of 
the-United States, - -charges against the remaining officers and. menubers were àis- 
missed, with the’ distinct ‘understanding however, that the case coul& be opened 
at any time upon presentation of additional proof. 

Paul Johnson, who participated in submitting an affidavit acainst 
certain officials of Local 2 and who was suspended on that ground but later 
readmitted to membership; appeared before the Secretary of your Cormittee. . 

Ye hed been a member of the Communist Porty and knew that the following members 
of Local 2.were at one time and to the best of his knowledge are ncw-members 
of the Comunist Party; 

Hick Luchytsky, at the fee of the nearinrs, Presicent 

of Local 2j Mike Lukei/x-president of Local 2; Louis 

Berkowitz, former Secretary-henager of Local 2; Eccle 

mee (Solomon), a candidate for yresicent of the Zoc&l; 

Dasey; Allison Dixon; Feldman } Jonn Stanley; Kiei 


Slobobanuk g. Strassen; _ AMinxler “Wolfs Yulikos. “eorre 
Zuasa.[y E 
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Communism within Local 32-2 originated with the Secier Club. It 


Bformed before the merger of the two locals ta the ,Enenm-f 
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(among others) of causing the removal. of Vatcher as. Presidents’: ffamaae Sides 


~ 
ae * $ 


DEO A A. 
one of the founders of the Club, and several others $ "resigned. "bón it boa a 


TY. 

to take a Communistic turn, whereupon others (including John ote) pecais 

the leaders, The Club met in the Bronx at various places identified with; 
Communist activities, The speakers at these meetings discussed Communi sm; l 
Communist literature was-distributed; and collections for Communist purposes, 
were taken up. After the merger of the Locals and Vatcher had been replaced. 
by Abrams, Communist opposition, like all opposition to Abrams, practically 5 
disappeared, 

After Abrams! removal, Communi st opposition became more vigorous. 
Vateher having these Communists in mind drafter an amendment to. the -Constitu- 
tion of the Local to exclude subversive groups. qt was at this time that the 
affidavits of Middlevitch and Sinabon, which were later used as evidence of . 
Communism in the expulsion trials of 1940, were obtained. As ‘early as Decem- 
ber 1939, disciplinery action against the Communists was being considered. " 

: When the adoption of the amendment was. about to be pressed, Vetrone 
and otuers sought an injunction to restrain the Local from acting:on the 
—--.| -amendments His -action-was- dismissed.—-Charges. were then-preferred'against- = 
Vetrone and thirteen others who had pantiorpated in the legal proceedings. i 
‘Thay wers surmoned to stand trial for "seeking redress in the Courts without ^ 
goin throu;h the recular channels within the International" and also for 
erating dissension. in the Union. The trials were IAE. by Izzy Schwarz. 

In the beginninr of 1940, a croup designating itself the Progressive 
vommittes Irmied a bulletin making charges against the governing board. These 
charres were the same as those advanced by the so-called Comiunist group, in- 
elidins failure to investigate fraudulent finencial practices, unauthorized 
nourgition of power, ete. as the March election apyroached, the bulletin 

fempungad tiie imc 'rasaive Comzitteo!'s support for the following candidates 


fer stilene 


* 


i 


“or Vice řresiaent - Jerome Gary (expelled August 1940) 


sor 3 ESER VAT S TOneMPOE - Anthony - tels (expelled August 1940) 


( 
— 09 Dee the exeentitye-tonprd: e donn Gibeson----- ee xw Fonsi ti dd 
y ‘andy orez 7 


u Sam Gross 


Steve Clexa (expelled August 1940) 
Janes O'M8l ley 


reoresentative to the.Centrel frades and ‘Labor Coun 


8 xin 


[3 


MOULE 


Shortly there eer, the Recording secret) elected at! the March 
election resigned and Vetrone was nominated by the Communist group for that 
office. A vigorous campaign was conducted on the basis of opposition to the 
administration and early in July Vetrone was elected by a vote of 87 to 45. 


Vetrone was slated to be installed as Recording BOCRONREY early a 


in August. About this time, Alexander-Schwartz appeared -at the Local's office, ` 


introduced himself as an attorney connected with the Internationa, and offered 


vea. 


E his services free of charge in ridding the Local of its Conmunists. The offer: " 
*i 
was accepted. Charges were drawn up by Schwartz and signed by one Elliott i 


you 


Conklin, a member, accusing the following 25 members of the Local'of being meme 


ers of the Communist Party; . . z : i 
Albert Stams Norman Kosoff William McCoy 
Henry Friedlander Jerome Gary Dan Rickert 
» John Cioc “ Anthony Vetrone  - George Middleditch 
John Ebins < Harry Jubilee ‘Philip Salantis 
Albert, Collins Alex Katz Lee Moore 
Kartin Sullivan ; Ray Grant John Luboboy 
Warren McLean Marion Averlon Maz Welsh 
Thomas Kukulva Abraham Itzkowitz Fred LeMoine 


Stephen Olex& 
| In addition, the members were charged specifically with a violation of thirteen- 
sections of Local's Constitution. i ; 


The charges were dated August .1, were received on August 3rd by the | . 


2 

e 

T 
N 


v 


accused, who were directed to appear for trial before the Executive Board on 


the evening of August 5. At the time fixed, ell mentioned in the charges 


CS UA 


(except Jillian KeCoy, John Choc, Freud Leitoine, Mantia Sulliven, Stephen: Olexa, 3 
Philip Sclentis and John Lubovoy) appeared: ' i B. E 
E Tarvious protests, objections and even motions of various kinds, 

were made by the accused. A objections were overruled. iihen Strauber, who 
Fad nad? one of the afridavits, was called as a witness, the accused ‘objected - 
to kis preséne? and-to his being a witness on various grounds, including the 


ground that he was no longer a noiber of the Unlon. “The chairman ruled that 


Stranber would be a witness, whereupon all of the accused, except Max Welsh, 
left the roon. 
Strauber testified that he had been a menber of the Communist 


Party ser tio or vanes years before August 10, 1938, and financial secretary 


ars 
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the suttaing Servise Uy ile: "ses! International unit of that Party. He 


Gescrived the holding of caucuses oy the Tnit in advance of membership meet- 


v mentioned the names of a "steerinzr committee" and desc» 
: n scribed its 
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“+ procedure», -Ho sacs Dass dütios. T m M Ý sedle tno Desay. Worker. 
Y and Communist FAR and e ipénido members or ins; "Unit and thofs- 
fM idae He, desoribed. the punishment E not. dandntag: to the party Line. 
(streuber ‘said he did not know Max reds, who pe Yàter found not guilty.) 

After hearing Dr. Henry. Re Liiville; President of Local 5 of the 
"American Federation of Téachers from 1916 to 1955, the Executive Board found 
that ‘all of the menbers xà had been: present and who left the hearing (and in 
addition apparently Cioc and McCoy) were guilty of the charges and they were 
expelled from the Local. Xt was moved tha} their names be given.to the F.B.I. 
a Martin Sullivalf and Stephen Olexa who were present were Tater triod 
.by the Board and expelled: McLean and Kucuiva were la on reinstated. John 
Cioc who was not present was exonerated. Pred Lettere who was not present 
at the meeting was tried before the Executive Board ‘and found not guilty on the 
charges preferred against him but was censured for refusing to divulge the 
names of Communists. 

At the membership meeting of August 7, two nights after the trial, 


at which meeting the expelled members’ were denied admission, there was some 


objection to the expulsions. ~-The so-called. Stenographic report of the meeting 


mE. 


which is obvious y incomplete, records that.the minutes were accepted unani- 
mously. " mhe Recording Secretary's minutes state, however, that the report. » 
was accepted "by an overwhelming majority vote" after a debate on the Aaa. 
of accepting the minutes. , ` l * 

On August 14, the expelled members filed an appeal to the President 
of the Local on six grounds., This appeal was denied on October, 1940. 

Sind the expulsions, the expelled members have carried on a 
vigorous campaign, attacking the expulsions and the administration of the 
Local through the distribution of pamphlets under the name "of "Committee for 
the Defense of the Expellod'Members of Local 32-5", The pamphlets have: 7 
attacked Schwarz, Lewis, Tafuri and Carmarata as "stooges" of Scalise; and on 
other grounds ‘implying mismanagement and financial irregularity. » E f 

Most of the expelled members Work in certain cooperative. apartment 
houses where it is alleged only Communists can secure positions. These mem- 
aot have not lost their "jobs. Xo expelled ei except Olexa “has lost ur 


. job as a result of the expulsions. 
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to conform a not with the c sistent American foreign 


refashion the party 1i 


-x pma, c 


policy but with shifting alien policies. By àverring tnat the ond justifies 
the means, they find a general excuse for each particular SESDORSSty: By 
demanding an uncompromising loyalty to a single cause, they halt the healthy 
interplay of ideas which is one of the bases of a true democracy. 

A Communist, Nazi or Fascist can no' more be an honest trade unionist 
than he can be an honest employer, aH honest liberal or a good citizen. Moralit 
is discarded as outworn class doctrine. ‘The philosophy is such that their ad- 
herents can be nothing save Communists, Nazis or Fascists. | 

This Comittee is of the opinion thet the followers of those respon- 
Sible for this world revolutlon should not be permitted to belong to the 
Those who &dvocate beliefs or doctrines con- 


` 


trary to. or those who belong to any organization or society which advocatos 


American Federation of Labor. 


beliefs or doctrines contrary to the Senge rayne ideal as above defined, whether 


; word or by deed, should, in the opinion of this Committee, be excluded from 


membership in the American Federation of Labor. 


In view of the foregoing, FS other considerations, the Committee, 
considering the best interests and welfare of the International and the Locals ; 
and their resvective memberships, makes tne following recommendations: E E 

l. Communists, Nazis and Fascists should not be permitted £o betone 2 
to the International or any Local chartered by it. Since this recommendation 
may dévrive those ruled ineligible of a livelihood and considering the risks 
rere which may be involved where an administration in power may endeavor 
to. rid itself of en opposi tton on c:arges of Communism, Nazism, Fascism or 
any other un-anerican "ism", the Coni ttee is of the opinion that where any 


beourbt on charges for suci, reasons, his trial should be conducted 


befero & tribannl, the impartiality of which cannot be questioned. Such tri- 


Hi 


bunal nicht properly be composed of "three persons, one designated by the Inter- 
national, one desienated by the overnor or Lieutenant Governor of the State 
oF «i Tore, und one designated oy elvher the Chairman of the New York State. 


L&coP ayigtions Peara or the Chairman of the Yew York otate “ledLesion Board. 


iuulions eng By-Laws of all o? the Locals affiliated 
X Jc Se ea. 
^ + "Mh ene n noo n Ies Bree 


e "abemqtlo tt sheula De sevisóó so as to ei "Peccuste t: “3 foregoing 


reci. gdation. 


Fl 


5. The members of Local 2 mentioned on page l of this re 
be tried on charges of being Communists. 

4. Inasmuch as ‘the Committee is not convinced that the e 
members of Local 52-E were tried and expelled Solely because of the 


Goumuntstic activities, they, (other than Cioc, Kucuiva, LeMoine, M 


! X 
Olexa end .welsh) should be re-tried on charges of being Communists. 
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ÉJIOYITO MURS AMS Ase ef. lj 
JHPERIAL SECURITY ~ K 

Few York File 100-323502. 


Supervisors We Te Larchoecault, Ssotion $T 
Case assigned to: J. d. Cole 


Inspector CLEGG: The Buroau by letter dated December 20; 1744, requested 
the New Yorx office to furnish pertinent inforzdtics 
concerning Communist influencé or control of the &bove- 
captioned union which might be available from the Kew 
York files. It does not appear that this has been 
givon attention to date, and this should be done in the 
imediato future. / 


88789 ` 
3, 3, COO " 
(¥, T, Kaychesssult-Suporvisor) 


Comments noted and recomended action will be taken, 
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Names and addreseds of the Al locals 
affiliated with the. BSEIU in tho NYC 
area sot ot, together with tho nanes 
and Comunist affiliations of their 


current officers, Informant advises 5 S786 


Local #2, WINDON CLEANERS, and Local-"' 
1144, HOTEL FRONT SERVICE EMPLOYEES, 

are Conszunist. controlled. linor 

Communist infiltraticn in several 

other lecals. BSEIU has approximately 
60,000 members in the NYC area, about 

half of whom are in. Local #32-B, BUILD. 

ING SERVICE EMPLOYEES, Communists 

striving to secure control of Local j 
$32-B for strategic and literature "ok 
#iotribation purposes. Miscellaneous ^ WV 


inferratión re BSEIU, obtained fron y 


check of indicss,set out, 


Bureau Filo s nod 3 


latter from Bureau gated December 20, 194 
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. This report was prepared. in accordance with instructions, 
contained in referenced letter, directing the Now York 
Field Division to o raport such iim a 
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S0. Commist infiltration into the SEIDEN Gk3yIOR EMPLOYEES INTERUATTONAT 7o 
| 0 UNION in the New York City area ibus padova fron the indices ma 
-.. 7 , confidential informants of the Now York Offices 
ZA : j 
TE the folloming list of the New York ovals, tégeth | 
"thet acdresses and nares of their current officers, wos cx ge hor mith i 


[or sympathies of their officers was obtained from à revier of the indievemur 
mt How York Field Division and from Confidential Informant Tani 


~ i ‘fidential Informant 7-1. The information D ron d thé Commit affiliation. -= S | 
LOCAL NO, TELEPHONE NO. NAME & ADDRESS = 6 "YEIDERS | B | 
' : "v 7 e President, : | 
2 Orchard 471838 Window Cleaners. Lowie-Rirxontts/ (In a ropo 
66. East 4 Street of Cosmuniist activity in 
New York, NoYo _ Locals. #2 aÀ #32-% of tu j 


BSBIU, furnisiix’ °s id.iveiieon a 


E 


E a sns by a ber dy . Ta 

88787 Local 2 who -was oe P P i 
of the Communist Partys 
BERKOWITZ also Tas désicnsbó 
as a follower of Commun st bes 
Party principlacy if noh du. ` 
actual member of the party” - =~- 
by Tele) | 


LC a Rab wieder ce, PA ere m a aei ii 


PETER JSANUTA, Manager 
(Signer of a 1942 Cémmnist 
Party Nominating Petition 
for the NY State Elections) 


NICKOLAS}HUCHYTSKY, Business 
Agent, (Designated by Con- 
fidential Informant T-2 aś- a 
member of the Communist Party . 
in Local 2. Also reported By 
Tel as a füllower of CP — 
principles; if not an. ‘actual ` 
nenber of the Party. On the \ 
mailing list of the NY Cony h 
ference of Inalienabie Rights 
1941, a reported Communist 
front organization, 
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il 2r à . 
HY 100-36592 
LOCAL NO. TELEPHONE NO, © NAME & ADDRESS 2 | QFFICERS 
32A Circle 763750 Hotel Service Epl. ^. PRTER/BIRNE, President pe 
s Wost s M , Secretary~ 
New York, NeXs Treasurer (Reported by several, 


informants to be a member of 
the Executive Board of the 
Negro Labor Victory Committee, | 


fidential Informant 
. whose identity is kno?» 
o eau, roported iu 10/42 | 


^ 88788 | that HANNIBAL was an active 
supporter and sponsor of this 


a p 
pater UIE, Vice President E 


(Now on military leave) 


32B Pennsylvania Building Service Empl. © DAVIU/SULLIVAN, President \ 
6-6511 570 Seventh Avenus “THOMAS (SHORTHAN; Vice-President 


New York 
pute Treasurer 


| 
| 
(In August, 1942, a reported | 
CP front organization known i 
as the Cormmittes to Promote | 

i 

| 


Unity of the Trade Union 
Movozents of the US was formed 
urging complete labes uty 
between the US and Soviet Russia 
as well as Great Britain. This 
Comittee was forned of- ALF. of 
Le members in the NYC area Fon 
i press the Executive Doris - V9 

f of the A.F. of Le into’ C 
operating with the Sovict — 
unions, ARTHUR HARCKHAY,.“* 
"Secretary-Treasurer, le É 
32-B" was listed as af 7 . : 
this committees.  HAROL GM: E 
also reported by — zo 


é * eS R 


EY. 100-36592 
‘LOCAL NO. ‘TELEPHONE NO. 


3à:E Mott Haven 
923220 


92-E University 
41025 


323 — Circle 544730 


NAME & ADDRESS 


Building Service Help 
215 East 149 St. ` 
Bronx, NY 


Building Service Raple 
217 West.125 Sb. - 
Now: York 


Office. Cleaners. Help. 
'250-West 57 Ste 
New York, NeYo 


OFFICERS . 
Informant Tel as having shom 
certain Communist inclinations. 
and: sympathies.) 


* 


. THOMAS Gzf Tota, Becrotaxy 


TH Yu , President» 
(listed as. a " menor of: the 
Committee to. Promote Unity - 
of the Trade Union Movements 
of the United Nations, a re- 


ported Communist. front 


organization. ) 


ozorga eClauanarna, Üireasirer 


HARRELL Cz GREEN, President 


FRANK af Shine, Soieta 
Pe K 


x - 
LEWIS SCHWARTZ, President, 
(Reported to be a-member of the 
Cenmitteo to Promote Unity of 
the Trade Union "Movements. of 
the United Nations , & reported 
Coninunist front organizations. 
Ono LEWIS ‘SCHWARTZ sent a 
cemmnieation to. Governer Dewey 
7 1943 241943 ee ee the. release of 
ES; known 
pret It is not known 
whether this individual is 


identical with the. President 


of Local 32-7.) ' 


sndiissuneiorr, Secretary~ 


Treasurer (Attended, dinne» 
cenmemorating thé 26th Ánni- 
versary of the ‘Red. ATIY, 
2/21/44. On the mailing list 
of the NY Conference for 
Inalienable Rights in 1941.) 
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4 i ~ » , t 
LOCAL NO. TELEPHONE.NO, NAME & ADDRESS , GERICERS 
JK — Main 45645 Superintendents l : gcns mno, President 
26 Court Street. (On the mailing list. of the. 
Brooklyn, NY i NY Cenference for Inaliénable 
l ; Rights, ue 
: JOSEPH MTHOORE, xard 
. Treasurers 
4. 54 Columbus 5~6556 Theatre & Armsenent s JERRY CHATIEN, President 
; : 711 Eight Aveme | ‘ANTHONY: GASSAR, Secretary 
‘New York ctt - Treasurer. 
: ed à 
7 Bryant 9-4614 Scliool & Iibrery Er Empl, |B 5 President ' : 
l 570.Soverithi-Avenüe.. TEETE A Vice Président ` 
‘Now. Yori City, |. , -WILLIAN ROGERS; ‘Treasurer  — 
pe i i i E ; a . 4 dem t re 
131 Longacré Indf Window: Cleaners saree ; President 
5.1211 324.West 42. id PH TEMAN, Treasurer 
New York City ` "CON 
JA Bryant 96172 Hotel Front Service Tipi, som ond, ‘Secretary= 
165 West .46 Ste - Treasurer (Regarded asakey . 
New York City figure in the activities of the 


, CPA in the NY. area, ‘member of 
tha National: Committee. of the ` 
International Labor Defense, 
Sponsor of ths Negro Labor 
E H Victory Comittee, member of 
. the: Executive, Beard of the 
~~ * oe |e Queens County, CPA arid of the 
` l Forest Hills Clubs, CPA.) 


FRAN CONNEY, President 
(Listed in the Daily Worker 
of 1/29/43 as one of several 
hundred labor leaders suppor 
the TWU demands. for wage 
creases in their curren 
dispute. A majority of 
persons listed in this at 
are known Communists or Cei 
sympathizers in the Trade 
Mevenent. Is member of the. 


Ap 


& 


NE 100036592 — 5. 07 : 
LOCAL NO. TELEPHONE NO, - NAME .& ADDRESS 


member of Local 144, BSEIU.) 


. OFFICERS 


Committee. to Promote Unity 
of-the Trade Union. Movenents 

of the United Nations, ee 
CP front organization. Re~ 
ported by a confidential Source ` 
of the Bureau to be a Communist : 


--member of Local 14 of the 


na Business, Agent 
(Ono. THOMAS MEYERS, believed 
identical, 325 West.75th Street, , 
NYC, was transferred from the 
Industrial: Section of the. CP 
to the. 7th..AD Club, CP, 201 
West "72nd. Street, according to 
8. highly confidential and re- 
diable source who furnished 
this information on 10/28/43. 
listed in. Daily Worker. aó ons 
of the labor leaders supporting 
thie Transport ‘Workers Union's 
demands;. Indiyidual by same 


;name, possibly identical, re~ 


quested executive clemency for 
EARL BROWER. Identified by 


Confidential source of the 


Bureau as being Codmunist 


Li 


l Srev£ ornonlst, Business Agent 


(Reported by a highly cón- 
fidential and reliable source 
to have transferred from. the 
Industrial Division of the CP 
Xo Queens County, CPA, 4/8/44. 
Subject of d closed Security 
Matter = case. file in the 
New York Field Divisione  Re- 
ported by an informant of the 
New York Field Division on 
7/18/45. to have received, second 
highest vote: to represent the 
union at the forthcaming NY 


State CPA Convention, ): 25 


NY 100-36592 
LOCAL NÓ. TELEPHONE. NO. 
-155 Pennsylvania 
6-461, 
164 Pennsylvania 
D 64615 
E 


176. 


* 


New York, NY. 


NAME & ADDRESS OFFICERS 


T eee Business Agent 


(Regarded.as a koy figure in 
i ‘the activities of the CPA by 
i q.i the New York Field Divisien. 
i Known Communist and frequent 
d pea ' Contact of ‘CPA officials in 
the New York areae Reported 


by informant of the Now York | 
Field. Division on 7/18/45 to -| 
have received the highest, vote | 
_tecrepresent the union at the 

. forthconing NY State CPA 

' Gonvention.) ` 


Extorninators:& DANTEEYHAVANAUGH, President 


Funigators = GEORGE, RD, Vice President ` 
202'West 40th Street WILLTAUS Y, Treasurer | 
New York City - Wes 


E N M 
Office and Loft TA Dea President 
225 West 34th, Street i 


ae” rt 


New York City | . WILLIAM EV NTHER, Treasurer 
. (One’ s possibly 
identical, as. on, the mailing 
list of the New York Conference 
for Tene Rights s 1941.) 
Licensed Ushers & . Ji 30 . President 
' Ticket Takers [ren JAMES, Ji MECOURT; ^ 
840 Eighth Avenue Richnond Hu, believed 


identical, ‘was reported by an 
informant.iof the New York Field 
Division to. be. head of the 
Citizens League against ` 
Communisme ) T / 


WILLIS SANDERS, Sesretary - 
youre: WILLIAM ‘SANDERS, 223. Lennox 
l - Road, Brecklyn, possibly - 
" : identical, is reported by a 

confidential informant of tho. 

New York Field División to be 

a member of the Kings County 
E Cormunist Party.) 
- " es x s 
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LOCAL NO. "TELEPHONE NO. E & ADDRESS l grins os 
177 Triangle 5-2483: Special Officers & Guards FRAN TERRY, President 
76 Court Street MAURICEJZUCKERMÁN, Secretary 
 Brooklyn,. New. York: inis PARU Treasurer: 
178 © Circle 63956 Bal: Parks, Stadiun - BARNE DESMAN, President, 


& Vendors `> ES : 
236 West 55th Street ` sehn lotes, Treasurer 
. New York . City l 


219 Atwater 9-1759 - Apartment.House + gta, tresser — 
Superintendénts. ' : 
169 East 86th Street: HAROLDSSETLTON, President - 
' Now York City . f a 


i * 


$ AX s DOTEM » 
- 232. Evergreen Iii. YündomOlezhes suWocausnitiniio, President, 
4p 1360 896 Park Avenue. 
ni Brooklyn; Now. York ar wid, Secrotarye . 


rows Communist 
i ‘ references in the New Yoric 
ET " ^o. "Field Division to. individuals. 
2 - by this namé, none: of which 
can be. specifically; identified | 
with this individual. oy 


E: Ravenswood ^ Indy Yindor Cleanetis sacmSeuascuay, ASSMAN, Président 
9-4619 ` 2095 Morris Avenue | 
Aron, New York l ! 


n ' 


273 Murray Hill Private Property Brotgstors E 
i 2-575 299.Madisón.Àvenue 4, Peeasire? 
Nay York City . dE [cA MAX. BROWN, ‘possibly - 
S - | ‘identical, 275 West 140th 
^ . Street, New York City, signed 


; the 1942 election petition of 
. l the Commnist Party.) 


i | . — dMESYGURSO, President 


216. Gall Mr, DeKonning otk "x 
. Hempstead 7138, Race Track Bapléyeos ANTHONEGOSTALDO, President 


1 - &- 7126 
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Confidential Informant. 7.1, who is familiar with the 


organizational set úp ofthe BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES. INTERNATIONAL UNION 


and the officers thereof, advised..on- interview that Local: 2, WINDOW CLEANERS, 


- 


and, Local 144, HOTEL FRONT: ‘SERVICE, EMPLOYEES, were; the only two locals in: the. 
New: York- "City. area controlled by the Commund sts. ‘He. stated that the ‘Communist 
Wheel: horses in Local. 2 were: NICKOLAS LUCHYTSKY and LOUIS BERKOWITZ, both of: 
whom: had been strongly. intrenched. in the management of that local for many years, 
Confidential Informant.T-i stated: that -humerous. attempts: had ‘been made to -oust 
LUCHYISKY and. BERKOWITZ from control of this local with negative. results. He. 
stated. that as long as they” retained their: ‘hold over this: local. ib would con- 
time to follow the- Corint ‘Party Lins. nae informant, advised that under » 


lir deoram: 


In regard to Local Wb. HOTEL. FRONT SERVICE, ‘EMPLOYEES, 
Confidential: Informint 1-1 stated that JOHN; GOODMAN, Secretary and Treasurer 
of this. "unio; had complete control. over the. officers ‘and:policies. of the 
union, - and'was regarded as ‘an. ardent atid knomm-Coamunist. He stated that the 
President, FRANK McCONNEY, was. nothing but a figure. ‘head in the wien and did. 
as:he was teld by GOODMAN, This: informant identified STEVE OtDONNELL and JOHN 


ri 


STEUBEN, Business Agents of this local, aó active. “Commnists and right ‘hand 


men, of JOHN GOODMAN,. He. stated that. the whole management;. of the union, fron. 
the: president on dom to: the. business agents and most of the -shop stewards, 


s ‘was. in -the. hands ‘of Communists, ör Coimünist sympathizers. The union. ‘supported. 


numerous: Communist : ‘causes and. front crgariigations in.the New York. City areae à 


An investigation dendüctod by the New York Field. Division 
regarding JOHN: GOODMAN - has substantiated: these allegations and itis known 


‘that JOHN. GOODMAN is a frequent contact of ‘ROSE WORTIS, A.F; of Le Trade Union 


Director of-the Cormunist Party, and a-élose associate. of JAY:RUBIN, Président: 
‘of. the. Hotel: Trades. Council and. designated: by: ‘informants as food. conmissiener: X 
of ‘the Comiunist Partye Local 14 obtains:its, publicity’ through. thé Hétel and 
Club Voice Official Publication: of Local, 6, Hotel, and: Restaurant Employees . 
Union. An: article appearing. in the December 9, 1944, issue of this PRpkesteun 


Teflectéd.that NORMA SIATTERY, shop delegate from the RITZ-CARLTON: : HOTEL, . re=. 


presented Local 144 at the Conference held.'by the. Committee of. Wondn of the 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF "RWERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP, "The. i ices: of: the. New. York 
Office fàil to reflect any. information: regarding NO “SLATTERY. A ; 


l ' Confidential. informant T-1 advised: that there was: minor 
Commnist infiltration in Several. other’ locals of the BSEIU- in the New Tork 


p 
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‘City area, He stated that there "as no ear of any other local falling under 


Communist domination at thé present time.- He added that a concerted drive was 
in progress: at- the. present time by the Communists to secure control of Local 


,32-b, the. largest local in the BSEIU. Local 32-B has-.a membership. of à little 


over 30,000-1ndividuals which is over 'half of the 60,000 members of the Building 
Service. Employees International Unions in the New York City area. According to 
this informant, the Conhunists "Were ‘eager to obtain. control of 32-8 so that they 
could distribute their Comunist literature and propaganda. throughout office _ 
buildings in the metropolitan area in. New York City. He said that repeated 
‘attempts have beenmade by the. Communists to ‘distribute this. ‘literature through 
members of Local 32-8, but that in most cases these activities had been success- 
fully curtail’ d by the mahagemént of this. ocal. He. gaid that the Communists, 
lead by JAYRUBIN, the Hotel Trades.Council prosident, hàd spent thousands of 


dollars attempting to.eldot officers. in. 32-8 and were abteripting to influence 


ARTHUR; : HARCKHAM Treasurer’, ‘to: becane. the, Communist leader. in this locale. He. 
stated. that he believed HARCKHAM fo- be liberal minded.and did not. believe that 


» he was a. menber" of the Comiunist Tarw; although :he seemed: at timós to sympathize: . 


with: Communist. aims. 

Confidential: Informant T-Y dürhished the Writer with a 
copy of tha "BUILDING SERVICE. EMPLOYEE", Official monthly magazine: of the oe 
BUILDING SERVICE: ‘EAPLOTEES" INTERUATIONAL "UNIONS. ‘He. also. furnished: the writer 


Regarding thé. eotisblidation, cand » dropping of certain locals, 


Confidential Informant T-L stated. that Local 95, INDIVIDUAL WINDOT CLEANERS, is t- 
"Dow. known ag Local Tle Local 135, WARDROBE AND CHECKROOM ATTENDANTS has been 


consolidated with Local 144, HOTEL FRONT SERVICE EMPLOYEES, Local. 149; DOMESTIC. 
WORKERS, is no longer affiliated vith the: BSEIU, : 


Ths. follow diüfoiiation. SE the PENI was, obtainsa 
fran the, Andi cag checked in the- New-York. Field Division: TE . 


s 


: The Bureau Axidisitéted: "by letter dated Septénber 12; 3942, 
a copy -of a. report received from ari unknown ‘outside. source entitled "Now York 
A.F. ‘of L, léaders.ask A.F. of D, Council for International Labor ‘Undty. | “The: 
report sét out a. list of alleged Communist controlled A.F. of Le unioris and. 
leaders who published a- demand of ‘the: Executive Board.of the .A.F. of Le for 

labor unity. with.the Soviet Union. aswell as ‘Great Britain. ‘Under the heading, - 
Building ‘Service, Ingloyoos International Union, the. following, unions and efticors 
were Jisted: " s a 
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. "Local 2, Window Cleaners Union, S Ec l ' 
JACK XaLosso,. um and Manager i 


` 
locàl 32-A, TH » Presidoit. 


Local 32-3 rains bo HWARTZ, Prostdànt,. 
Acsanionnn2, Delegate X 


lócal 54y Ein uk, POE 
local 94, ARENO EYNON, "President. E ia 


* - 


i mune Hotel Front Setvica. Enployoes Ünion, 
CONNEY; President; Satay soon, 
Secrotary-Treasurer me a 


: | l : local 164, sas dass, Buainsss Manager ` 


: 
Q3 à 


locat 266,, BERI Diss Ey Proatdeit 


. The; Bean by leitàr dated, P 18, 3940, transnitted Bw 
à copy: of an anonymous: letter dated January 15, 1940, addressed: to the Bureáü ' US 
postmarked New. York, New Yorks. The: letter which was signed "'Dules. ot. Decorum p z 
est" was. largely irrational and called for an investigation. of Lóoal 32-8. 777 

and its president, BAMBRICK, ‘The Tetter. stated that the local was full of 


mta Bund nonbois and. alien enemies. in this. conti, joi 

li Confidential Jnforgant 1-3: “was; vad puta jai E ` conversatio 
on. Soptenie 8 1942, between; : Sui Fielda) and » the industrial 
‘Section. of -the Communist Party, S asked MAREN t to Bicone care: of tho’ (Local) . 


Ud moeting today and take-up with | JOHNNY GOODMAN the ‘Prospect’ of turning the 


¥ ROSE WORTIS at 5:30 PAL. ahd: SHIRLEY. said he'd. have tocat it off. Ao. attend 
^ — his. local mecting to which MARTIN. agreed, 
Tho Burdan ‘by letter dated. May 12, ina, and RUM 
Informant Td furnished.a list of trade unionists. who. requested | executive 
‘Clemency fo? EARL 1 BROADER, This list included: twenty. ~two-nembers of Local 144,. 
, BSEIU, TE the names of current . officers listed ‘previously in this report, 


Tho INTERNATIONAL NÉ. SERVICE :áBsued a. “press. release : 
dated August 6, 199, re Easting that. the Bronx. ‘Local of ‘the BUILDING SERVICE 


F $. t £ 
-llè , i 
: 
e 
; . 
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EMPLOYEES UNION, (lócal 32-B),ordered the expulsion today of twenty-six alleged . 
-Communists after ‘a secret trial, featured by testimony revealing boring in 
tactics, those found guilty of Commnist affiliation. Local Président, THOMAS. 
LEWIS, announced that.the names, of those nay be sent to the Federal Bureau of’ 
Investigation and to the International Offices of the A.F. of Le 


- REFERRED UPON. COMPLETION TÓ THE-OFFICE OF ORIGIN: ~ 


à -12- 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANIS ^ 
Tho Confidónkial informants mentioned in ‘the 


report of Special Agent John Je Cole, New York, AUG 2- 1945 
are as, folloms: 


D 


T. 'b7D 


7-2 
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CHD: rol 
| CONFIDENTIAL 
Y 3X e . EY SPJOIAL MSSSENGER 
y eoa = 23450—28 F 
fgg 63037 
90T Mato: November 7, 1945 
l 
XX-c5 Tos - Mr. Frederick B. Lyon DS 2 i 
Chief : 
Division of Foreign Activitiy Correlation 
State Department : "E 
Washington, DC : A EETT, 
: i. 
Fron: John Edgar Hoover ~ Pixeotor, Federal Bureau. of Investigation | 
Subject: COLTNIST NFILTRATIO OF HIZLDING SZAYIOE "e ES 
ENPLOYZZO YNTEXRATIONAL UNION, A. E. of Le MEN ae 


Information has been received that Ward Coley, a business agent. 
for the Puilding Service Employees International Union, A. T. of Li, Seattle, 
Washington, who also is reported to be one of the nost active Cojmunist ^ ~ 
trade untonjsts.in that area, recently discussed a resolution regarding } -- 
the poll tax question with Henry P. Huff, Ühaiirian of the Northwest Dist: .- 
of tho Sommnist Party. The resolution which was to be passed by Coleyd*. ... > 


Union and thereafter directed to Secretary of State Fyrries and all ele” .' ST 
rópresenbatives from tle State of Washington, was said to request that: ae 
right of péople of the South to vote without payment of a poll tax be T" 
Placed on the agendo of tho United Nations. Orgánizatior as one of the ie 
unsolved problems of democracy: j Sa, 
- ~ . i 
. This is being furnished in ordér that you might be aware of tht i 
original source of the xésolufion in the. event a comminication of this re a 
nature has been. received. ^ Me ud 
: » Se D 
CO EONTIATICUS SHOTTON : ELLO 
hor 8 1:5 Bu PEE 
^ 3 
4 
Eur v, | Pp 


ni*? 3 CU APR -= om E 


Best Available Copy 
IITDO FOI : October 19y. 3245 
Cs focitid 
COSTET PAST, Tth DIDINICN,. l 
ETATIS FIEID DIVISION: 
ENTISAL COCMIEEY = Cy 63055 


24 raster of posible in5czect to the Durenu, the folleving infone . 
pasion wor zesortod.hy-Qenfidentée], mnfcxenns D2 cn October 19, 3225 ^ 


TAD UY, posinezs Anm cf bha faites Servies in$Yoycos Vaten 
clem cb ina mech Debiyo Coxinich Teede eden desters dn Conttie, conformed =| 
Vl LS Ty INE, Okolne Gf tha Peplicest Distriet of tho Commiat otira m 
Wer A recstusien Vo bo peccod by the Daling Dérvieo D-3foyocl Thies, TAA 7 $8 
Town, to bo Chrected to Seonatary of State BIRITS sna tha clectod ieee = oo o: 
takvo C£ tho Cinta of Vzeshioten, Lani that the richt of paola in ths bee 
io vola v'thorh proe ef A voll tox bo plecol ton biS tea of tho Unite © _ 
miona §2 tio of tho wolvet wo'dens of déetexaey, IEZ IUT amea wi S i 
COLE that dà vos a pod Toon, tmd DOLT inlleatod thet the sorglcbioa woulg -- : 
candied to kig rocbesehip, ^ oe 
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SAJ; Seattle n * Xoy 7, 1947 
John Xdgor Hoover, Director, Zodornl Tureau of Inyestigabion 


Xuilding Service Eaployees 
International Union | 
Internal Sécurity = 6 " 


^ Referenda io made to your letter dated April 4, 1947, transmitting 
tl of 25 na, Agfa Photo-record f41n pértnining to. the abové captioned 
matter. 


dn accordance with your request, ; one enlarged print hos been rale of 
each exposure and théy aro being forwarded together with the film to your office 
under separate registered cover, i 


: 
7s M^ To Viyector, FBI DATE: April 4, 1947 
/ ; 
=. ROM G, Seattle 
i A" iu 
SUBJECT: "BUILDING SERVICE BEPLOYEES 
E LNTERNATTONAL UNICN 63056. 
t. INTERNAL SECURITY - DK i , 


N Local No. 6", by GHARLES p E dated January, 


sumorna sa Ò 


UNITED STATES Coe 


ÀO 
Office Meirama 


Attention Mechanical Section 


There is being forwarded under separate cover a roll of 
25 millimter Agfa photo-record film taken on this date by Special: 
Agents JOSEPH P. MacFARLAND and GEORGE H. ASDELL of the following: 


l. Term paper, University of Washington, captione, 
"Educating New Union Members as Related to Experiences 
of Building Service Employees International Union, 


1947. 


Term paper captioned "Seattle Labor School and its 
Role in the Community" by FELIX ALONTES, University 
- ‘ of Washington, January, 1947. 


2, 


-~ 


It is requested that instant film be developed and that one 
enlargenent of each frame be prepared and furnished the Seattle j 
Field Division, 


i w g ^ 
EP ce 100-17814 . gf 
on package i 2 
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NE GiAsph i disce 
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S reS iD "d. EG 23 
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TO  : Director, FBI DATE: May 17, 1947 Ve 
OM : SAC, Seattle 
/2 ke 
SUBJECT: COMUNIST INFILTRATION OF] iG SERVICE i 
EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL UNION, A.F. of L., : leet 
A LOCAL 6, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON . : = 
vi> THIBWAL SECURITY -€ —— i | 
PA The purpose of this communication is to advise the Bureau that there 


presently exists fractional difficulty within Local 6 at Seattle, Waghington, 
arising over the request made by International Vice President JESS*@LETCHER of 
the union for an audit of the books and records thereof, so as to account for 
approximately $34,000.00, 


Immediately upon receiving the information relating to the request aD 
made by FIETCHER to WILLIAM L; McFETRIDGE, General President of the Building : i 
Service Employees Union, for an‘audit „the books of Local 6, the Communist €: 
officers of the said local, mmely; BILESQOBBINS, President, MERWINAKOLE, Sec- - 
retary, and WARDASOLEY, Vice President; preferred charges against FLETCHER C» 
alleging anti-union activity in that he, FLETCHER, allegedly settled a dispute ` 
between the union and the Hotel Bnployees Association at a less wage rate than 
was originally requested by the union. 


i A reliable informant of this office advised that at a meeting of the 
said union on May 12, 1947, JESS FLETCHER appeared before the membership and 
charged that the officers of the said union as herein above mentioned, were teking 
dictation from the Communist Party and that he, FLETCHER, desired to be heard on 
the charges that they preferred against him. This informant advises that this 
matter will be considered the initial stage of a fight that will be made to 

wrest control of Local 6 from the Communists therein. t 


It might be indicated here that FLETCHER stepped down as President of | 
“Local 6 to assume the International Vice Presidency of the said union during 
the latter part of 1945, Upon relinquishing his office as president of Local 6, 
FLETCHER was replaced as chairman of the Northwest Joint Council of the Building 
Service Employees Union by ERNESINOLSOR of Tacoma Local No. 38,-who is a well- 
known Communist. SN 


Another informant of this office has advised that Mr. ALFREDNGORDON > 2 
member of Local 6, has furnished.an affidavit to FLETCHER charging that he, / 
GORDON, wag solicited to join the Communist Party at a meeting of the Building 
Service Enployees Union by WARD COLEY, and that he paid dues in the Communist 
Party to OLG SHOCK, a fomale employee of the said union, 
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Director, FBI May 17, 1947 


The developments in this matter will be followed through reliable 
informants in this office and should evidence or information of value be dev- 
eloped that night be of interest to the Bureau, the same will be prouptly 
relayed to it. 
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national defense informant of the Seattle office. 
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SUBJECT: BUTONO SERVICE EMPJOIRES ` 63054 

1i | UNION, L0CkL.Ó , 
d c TERNAL SECURITY — XX : f 
Referring to the letter of this office- to the Bureau, dated | j 


Hay 17,7192]; wherein it was stated that JESS/FLETCHER, Vice-President 
of the International of this union, had preferred charges against the 
local officers thereof, you will please find enclosed herewith "Order 
Taking Active Supervision over the Affairs of Local 6, B.S.E.I.U, and 
Appointing a Trustee and Assistant to Take Charge of and Control the 
Affairs of said local Pursuant to Article VII, Sections 9 of the 
Constitution of the said B.S.E.I.U." 


" 
r 
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This Order removed from office the Communist officials, towit:. f j 
Doe Ki 7DOBBINS, President; WARD-€0LEY, Vice-President; MERJTIN L. 
OLE, Secretary, 


Since the fees of this order the Trustee appointed by 
President WILLIAM L4°McFETRIDGE has removed from office Communist 
| Business Agents HARVEY JACKINS and WILLIANAZIEGNER, and FATRTAYLOR, 
| Editor of The Guardian, the official organ of the. Seattle Local of the 
| Be S.E.1.U., a Communist, has been asked to resign. ^ 


a Sa EM REET O AMI), 


i It is interesting to note fron a review of the enclosed Order í 7 
| that the officers of this organization diverted without the approval 

ài of-the union monies to finance the campaigns of Communists seeking public 

office, The said Order indicates that the evidence adduced at the hear- 


per ume 
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r 
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ing disclosed evidence that AL PARNES, HU OY and THONAS-REBBITT 4 
! have been identified as being active Communists and that thé records zi 4 
. of the union reveals that in addition to contributions to the campaigns i 


of these individuals contributions were also made toward the campaigns d 

of TERRY PETTUS and WILLIAM ZIEGHER, both Communists, as well as to 

the campaign of Revs, BENJAMIN ZAVIS « The new Trustee has ordered all à Gv 

contributions heretofore made by Local No. 6 to the Communist~dominated, : oom 

controlled and operated Pacific. Northwest Labor School to cease. : 

On Pages 22 and 23 of the enclosure to the Bureau will be found a list d 
e 


of the contributions made by this organization to Communist ang Commu— 
| nist front organizations, 


Ur 
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Jose. INT. The enclosure herewith as ceseribed above was furnished to this ny 
office bf December 1, 1947, P mU Beer 
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Enc to the Bureau 


RE: BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, LOCAL 6 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
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Pd 
"Order Taking Active’ Supervision over the Affairs of Local 6, B.S.E.I.U., etc!t 
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Appointing a Trustee and Assistant to Take 

Charge of and Control the Affairs of said 

‘ Local Pursuant to Article VII, Sections 9. 
(a) to (f) Inclusive of the Constitution 

and By-Laws of the B.S.E.I.U.- 


. Building Service Employees' International Union 
Principle Office: .130 North Wells Street 
CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 


- 


Building Service Employees’ 


International. Union 


Affiliated with the American Federation of Labor 
Principle Office: 130 North Wells Street, Chicago 6, Illinois 


IE WILLIAM L. -McFETRIDGE WILLIAM H. COOPER 
General President Secretary-Treasurer 
: 130 North Wells Street 212 West Wisconsin Avenue 
"Franklin 5229 ; BRoadway 2977 
CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN 


ORDER TAKING’ ACTIVE SUPERVISION OVER. THE 

AFFAIRS OF LOCAL. 6, B.S.E.LU., AND APPOINTING A 

TRUSTEE AND’ ASSISTANT TO TAKE CHARGE OF 

AND CONTROL THE AFFAIRS OF SAID LOCAL PUR: 

SUANT TO ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 9 (a) TO (f) 

INCLUSIVE OF THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF THE BS. E.LU. 


To all:Officers: sad Members of Local 6, and we? 
Northwest. Joint; Council #3, B.S.E.I. v. 
Dear Sirstand Brothers: 


The undersigned, William, L. Metletedge, General President of 
ue Building Service Employees International Union, .A. F. of L.,, 


- miio- believe that the officers of Local 6, B.S.E.LU. are-incom- 
petent, and that said, Local Union or organization is not being con- 
ducted for-the benefit of the trade,. and that said Local Union and 
its said officers have repeatedly violated the provisions of the-Inter- 
national Constitution and the: Constitution and By-Laws of'said 
Local 6 and of the International Union in that said officers of.said 

- Local 6 have permitted, encouraged: and atrociously participated 
in the wrongful expenditure of monies of the local union-and of: 
the members contrary to and in violation of the ‘Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Local and International Union as demonstrated 
from evidence under oath"in* the cases of. chargés against Fletcher 
as well as the case involving charges against Dobbins, Coléy and 
Cole, and because'of the finding of the undersigned i in the decision 
of the latter case, a copy of which is part hereof, and prompted by 
the request of more than 1500 members of Local 6 as evidenced 
by a petition, a copy of which is attached, that there.is chaos and 
unfair and non-union practices going on in the said Local by cer- 
tain of its officers and ‘members. 


By virtue‘of these facts and other facts which have come to my 
knowledge, I find that the acts, activities and conduct of said 
officers of-said Local 6 demonstrate that said officers are incompe- 
tent and that said Local is not being conducted for the benefit of 
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the trade, and that said‘officer$ and said Local Union have vio- 
lated Sections of the International „Constitution and of ‘the Local 
Constitution and By-Laws. 


Because of violations of Sections of the International aa Local . 
Constititions, I, as General Président, do: herewith take active 
supervision over the affairs of Local 6. 


Now, therefore I do herewith appoint Arthur: Hare as Trustee. 
to take charge of and:control the'affairs of said Local 6, and I fur- 
ther do herewith appoint him as my assistant fo take active super- 
vision over the affairs of said Local as my agent and on my behalf, 
pursuant to Article VII, Section:9 (a) to (f) inclusive of the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws of the Iniernational Union. 


This order shall become effective immediately, and the said 
Trustee and Assistant Arthur Hare shall exercise all powers.and 
duties as provided for in Article VII,.Section 9 (a) to (f) inclusive 
of the International ee and By-Laws. 


I direct and urge all officers and members of said Local 6 to 
aid and cooperate with the saidiArthur Hare in-the carrying out 
of his duties hereunder as provided in the International Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws, so that the affairs of said Local-6 may be.so 
adjusted i in the interest of said Local and the membership thereof, 


and in the interest of the. International Union that said’ Arthur 


Hare, may recommend that! self-g "government be restored to. said 
Local 6 as soon às is reasonably possible. 

Said officers of said Local 6;or any of. them or said , Local 6 
itself, if ‘dissatisfied with: this order, or decision, may appeal: from 
it in writing within, ten (10) days from receipt hereof to the Gen- 
eral Executive Board. Said General Executive Board will grant 
any such appellant a full hearing within thirty (30). days from the 
receipt hereof as provided by the,Constitution and By-Laws of the 
International’ Union. f 

` This order shall remain in fúll- force and effect forsa periòd 
not to exceed six (6)' months from. the‘ date: hereof, ‘unless ‘the 
conditions in the Local shall have corrected themselves at ari earlier 
date, at which time I shall vacate this order. 


2 Fratemally yours, 
=o William L. McFetridge: 
General President, 


* 


Dated: -Novemfer.14, 1947. ro Tr 
Brother Arthur Hae isa meinber i in quód standing of Local 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE CHARGES 
FILED AGAINST 
W. K. DOBBINS, WARD COLEY AND MERWIN L. COLE 
DECISION OF GENERAL PRESIDENT. 
t CHARGES : 


Charges were filed against W; K. Dobbins, Ward Coley and 
Merwin L. Cole, by Jess Fletcher, an International Vice-President 
of the "Building Service Employees’ International Union and .a 
member.in good standing in Local 6 of the Building Service Em- 
ployees’ International Union. The charges specifically allege: 


“(1) Merwin L. Cole refused, as Secretary of said Local No. 
6, to permit me to examine the financial affairs and 
books and records of said. ,Lócal, of which I wasa , 
member in good standing; ” 


.(2)- He knowingly and wilfully:refiised to obey-an order 

;, of the General Président directing him to cease and 
desist from any activity pertaining to Local No. 244 of 
the Building Service Employees’ International Union, 
although repéatedly requested to do só; 


(3) He did, in violation of thé International Constitution 
and the orders and directions of the General President, 
interfere with and participate in the affairs of said 
Local No. 244 and other local unions; 

, (4) ‘He did interfere with the lawful acts, duties and activ- 

- ities: of the Undersigned as International Vice Presi- 

s  'dent concerning organization and dealings with local 
unions within the territory assigned to him as Interna- 
tional Vice President; - 


(5) As Secretary of said Northwest Joint Council, he'used 
1 that office as a shield to cover his acts and activities 
designed to interfere with the duties and orders of the 
International Union and its officers; 
(6) He has repeatedly been guilty of abuses of fellow 
` members and officers, including the undersigned, by 
written and oral‘communications and in the meeting 
hall, all for thé purpose of carrying out his own 
schemes and designs and not in the best interests of 
the International Unioñ and Local No. 6; 
(7) -He misappropriated the funds of Local No. 6 and of 
- Northwest Joint Council No. 3, and frequently donat- 
ed or permitted such funds to be donated to the Com- 
«^. munist Party, ‚Communist Party front organizations 
and other subversive societies, associations and pub- 
ıı lications; 
-(8) He conspired with W. K. Dobbins, the President, and 
_ + Ward Coley, Vice President, respectively, of Local No. 
E 5 
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6, tò force me to resign as President of Local No. 6 
and'as President of Northwest Joint Council No. 3, 
and also conspired to cause charges to be filed against 
me by members of Local No. 6; and 


(9) By his acts and conduct aforesaid he violated the In- 


3) 


(4) 


ternational Constitution and By-Laws, particularly 
Article VII, Sections 11.2 and, 10, Article VIII, Article 


. XV, Sections J and 2, Article XVI, Sections 4 (a) and 


(b), and in,addition ‘thereto he violated Article: V, 
Section 2 of the Constitution of Northwest Joint 
Council "No. 3 and Article’ VII (formerly Article 
VIII) of the Constitution of Local No. 6 (relating to 
expenditures of funds)?” ^ 


| W. K. Dobbins has repeatedly been guilty of abuses 
‘of fellow members and: officers, iricluding the under- 


signed, by written and-oral communications and in the 
meeting-hall, all for-the purpose of carrying-out his 
own schemes and'désigns and not ir’-the best interests 
of-the International Union-and Local:No. 6; 

He caused diid approved ‘thé misappropriation of the 
funds of Local No. 6 and of Northwest Joint Council 
No. 3, frequently donating or permitting such funds to 
be donated, to the Communist.Party, Communist Party 
front organizations and Other subversive’ societies, asso- 


ciations and publications; ..: x 
He conspired with Merwin L.‘Cole, the Secretary, and 


"Ward Coley, the Vice President, respectively, of: Local: 


No. 6 to force me to resign’ as Président of!Local No. 6 


” and as President of Northwest Joint Council No*3, and 


also conspired with thérli to cause charges toibe filed 
against me, by members of: Local No. 6; and 


"By his acts and conduct aforesaid he violated the In- 


ternational Constitution and" By-Laws, particulaily. 
Article XV, Section’ 1 and 2, Article XVI, Section 4- 
(a) and (b), and .in addition thereto he violated 
Article V, Section 2 of the Constitution of Northwest 


«è Joint Council No. 3 and-Article VIE (formerly Article 


‘VIH) of the Constitution, of Local No: 6- (relating to 
expenditures of funds) "^ 


“(1) "Ward ‘Coley has repeatédly been guilty of abuses of. 


fellow members aid’ officers, including ‘the under- 


- signed, by written and oral communications‘and in the 


“meeting hall, all for the’ purpose of carrying out his 


` own schemes and designs' and not in the best interests 


(2) 


of the International Union. and Local No. 6; 


He caused and approved, the misappropriation of the 

funds of Local No, 6, frequently. donating or permit- 

ting such funds to be donated to the Communist Party, 
6 


Communist ‘Party front Grganizations and other sub- 
versivé societies, associatións and publications; 

He conspired with Merwin L. Cole, the Secretary, and 
W. K. Dobbins, the President, respectively, of Local 
No. 6 to force me to resign as President of Local No. 
6 and also conspired with them to cause charges to be 
' filed against mé by members.of Local No. 6; and 


(4) By his acts and conduct aforesaid he violated the In- 
ternational Constitution and By-Laws, particularly 
Article XV, Section-1-and 2 , Article XVI, Section 4 
(a) and (b), and in addition thereto he violated Ar- 
ticle VII (formerly Article VIII) of the Constitution 
of Local No, 6 (relating to expenditures of funds).” 


Pursuant to a stipulation entered into between the parties, and ` 
in order to induce the’ General President to-hear the case person- 
ally.and not-appoint a hearing officer pursuant to the provisions of 
the. International Constitution and By-Laws, the following stipu- 
lation was entered into which was introduced in evidence at the 
hearing and marked Exhibit 3: a». 


(3 


— 


— 


` “STIPULATION 


WHEREAS, Jess Fletcher, an International: Vice-President, . 

Building Service Employees’ International Union, has’ filed 

charges with the International Union against Merwin L. 
* Cole, W. K. Dobbins, and Ward Coley, and i 


WHEREAS, the parties desire to stipulate concerning the 
procedure to be employed in trying said-charges for the pur- 
pose of expediting the hearing and determination of the 
same, 

IT IS THEREFORE STIPULATED AND AGREED, by 
and between Samuel, Bassett, attorney for Jess Fletcher, com- 
‘plainant, and Robert. Finley, attorney for William Dobbins, 
Merwin L. Cole and Ward Coley, against whom charges 
have been filed.as officers and members of Local No. 6 and 
Northwest Joint Council No. 3 of the Building Service Em- 
ployees’ International Union (Ward Coley not charged: as 
to any acts or activity in relation to Northwest Joint Coun- 
cil No. 3), that the following shall be the procedure at 
the hearing on said charges, which hearing will be held in 
the City of Seattle, Washington, by the General President, í 
William L. McFetridge, in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws of the International- Union, at a place 
designated by him. The hearing is to commence on: the 
30th day of September, 1947: The following stipulations 
are made in lieu of the witnesses appearing in person, and 
their testimony is to be considered as though they had: 
appeared in person: . 
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1. The’ typewritten record' of the proceedings which were 


held on charges filed by seventeen members of Local No. 
6 ‘against Jess ‘Fletcher, and heard by L. B. Sulgrove as 
hearing officer designated by- General President William * 


' L. McFetridge, shall bé"introduced in evidence in sup- 


port of or to refute the. charges in the instant case and 

shall be used and corisidered by General President 

William L. McFetridge as.a whole in consideration of.his 
` decision in the instant case. : 


2. There shall be introduced in evidence and without ob- 


jection the audit made tat the request of the Inter- 
national Union of Northwest Joint Council No. .3 and 
Local No. 6, and there shall be admitted in evidence, 
without objection, an'audit made by Rettig,and Mullally 
of Local No. 6 and'Northwest Joint Council No. 3, at the 
request ‘of Northwest Joint Council No..3 and Local 


No. 6. t 


3. The attorneys for the respective parties shall, for, the 


purpósé ‘of particularization, point out sections of the 
record which they desire specifically to call to the at- 
tention of the hearing officer but this shall not in any 
way diminish any other thing that appears in the record 


« and shall not'bé’conitruedvas a waiver of'any other part 


' «of the said record: 


4, Within the period of two successive hearing days, either 


party máy "present additional oral or documentary evi- 
dence respecting the above charges: New or additional 
‘evidence shall be first presented on behalf of the charges 


“before the defendants shall proceed with their oral or 


documentary evidence. ‘Thè time consumed shall be de- 
- ducted from the allowable;period hereinafter specified. 


5. The alloted time for the purpose of presenting additional 


oral or documentary evidence shall be one hearing day- 
of not more than seven (7) hours to be used by the 
. respondents to the chargés to present their additional 
testimony, arid one hearing day,of not more than seven 
(7) hours shall be used on behalf of Jess Fletcher to 


* reply to such evidence. tu 
6: Tlié'hearing,officer may; ih the interest of both parties, . 


request each of the parties to submit any other evidence 
that may be material to the issues or to answer àny ques- 
‘tions, x S 


7. At the conclusion of the hearing, either party may, if 


they desire, present a single. affidavit to cover matters 

not touched upon or not fully covered in the hearing or 

contained in the record ‘heretofore introduced, within a 

period of tén (10):days, arid the other party may reply 

to such matters within an. additional ten (10) days of 
- 8 - 
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the service of the affidavit. Each party shall serve a 
copy of the affidavit upon: the other party within the 
time required. > 

8. The International Union will have a wire recording 
machine taking the testimony of any oral ‘witnesses pre- 
sented at the hearing at its own expense, and either party 
may have transcription made of the recording at their 
own expense. ` 

9. At the conclusion of the hearing, both sides shall have 
the privilege of arguing their case for a period of not 
more than one and one-half (11⁄2) ‘hours each. 

10. The General President, as hearing officer, may make all 
necessary rules and orders: pertaining to the hearing as 
may from time to time be necessary. 


.s/ Samuel B. Bassett, 
Attorney for Jess Fletcher 


.s/ Robert C. Finley, ' 

Attorney for W. K. Dobbins, 

Me Merwin L. Cole, 
Ward Coley. 


Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this.8th day of September, 1947” 

Pursuant to the stipulation and, in accordance with. the Consti- 
tution and By-Laws of the International Union, a hearing was 
held at the Olympic Hotel, Seattle, Washington, on September 30 
and October 1, 1947., At the hearing all parties in dispute at- 
tended and were represented by their own attorneys. At the ópen- 
ing of the hearing, R. G, Finley, Esq., attorney for W. K. Dob- 
bins, Ward Coley and Merwin L. Cole, filed a written motion to 
dismiss or strike all charges not.clearly and specifically involving 
an offense against the International organization as provided in 
Article XVI of the International Constitution. The. charges filed 
against Dobbins, Coley and Cole, hereinafter referred to as re- 
spondents, charged that by their acts and conducts they violated 
the International Constitution and By-Laws, particularly Article 
VIII, Sections 1, 2 and 10, which provide as follows: 


Section 1, in effect, provides that’ the General President shall 
‘act to the best of his ability in furthering the interests of the organ- 
ization and have general supervisión over the affairs of the Inter- 
national which shall be conducted in accordance with the Consti- 
tution, and the General President shall have power to appoint as- 
sistants to carry on his work if he deems it necessary: 

Section 2 provides: 


“(a) He shall decide on all points of law or grievances sub- 

mitted to him -by Local. Unions or the membership 

thereof, subject to appeal tothe General Executive 

Board, or next convention. >. 
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(b) When the Generalt President makes a decision or 
orders a Local Union or a member or officer to ob- 
„serve the laws and they, or any of them, refuses, they 
© shall be subject to suspension or in the case of a Local 
Union, shall be subject to suspension or revocation of 

the charter by the General Executive Board. 
(c) In case of dispute betwgen a Local Union and employ- 

* — ers the General President shall do all in his power to 
assist the Local Union in carrying out their object. 
He shall work with the Local Union as-far as he 

„ deems it advisable.and consistent with his judgment — 
as to how the dispute may be settled, and in case the i 
majority of the members of the Local Union disagree 
with the International President, the matter shall be 
referred to the General Executive Board, at which 
time the Local Union officers shall have a right to ap- i 
pear before the Board and state their case. The Gen- : 
eral President shall be without vote in'a case of this 


kind." 


Section 10 provides: 
* — He shall have general- supervision: over the work of 
organization, throughout, the jurisdiction, and shall 
have power to appoirit deputy organizers in such local- 
ities as shall Appear to bé in the best interest of the or: 
ganization, subject to the approval of the General 
Executive Board." d ; 
. They were furthér charged with violating Article XV, Sec: 
tions 1 and 2, which provide as follows: — 
* — No member of this International Union shall injure 
, the interests of another directly or indirectly.” . 
* — No member of this International shall injure the in- 
terests of another by undermining him in price or 
. wage or any other act which would jeopardize a mem- 
ber’s office or standing.” 


_ They were further charged with violating Article XVI, Section 
4 (a), and (b), which provide as follows: 

“(a) The basis for charges a inst members, Local Unions, 
Joint Councils or officers, for which he, she or it shall 
stand trial;'shall, among other things consist of the fol- 
lowing: i 
(1) Violation of any specific provision of the 

_ Constitution. Na 
(2) Violation of the oath of loyalty to the Local 
and the International: a 
(3) Violation of the oath of office. 
10 
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(4) Gross disloyalty, or-conduct unbecoming a 
. member. 

(5) If an officer, gross inefficiency which shall 
hinder and impair the interests of the Local 
or of the International, 

(6) Misappropriation. ^ 

(7) Secession, or fostering-the same. 

(8) Abuse of fellow members and officers by 
written or oral communication. 

(9) Abuse of fellow members, or officers in the 
meeting hall. 

(10) Activities which tend. to bring the, Local or 
the International into disrepute. ° 

(11) Disobedience to tlie regulations, rules, man- 
dates and decrees of the-Local or.of the 
International. i 

(b) And for such other act$ and conduct which shall be 

considered inconsistent with the duties, obligations 

and fealty of a member of a trade- -union, and for 

violation of sound trade union principles." 


They were further charged with violating Article V, Section 2 
of the Constitution of the Nortliwest Joint Council No. 3 and 
Article VII (formerly Article III), of the Constitution of Local 6 
(relating to expenditures of funds). 

An examination of .the International Constitution and the 
charges, in addition to the fact that this hearing was held pur- 
suant to a written stipulation outlining procedure and methods 
and who shall hear the charges ‘as agreed to by and between the 
parties in Exhibit 3, heretofore’ ‘dusted, the motion to dismiss and 
strike charges is hereby overruled:' 


In making this decision, I hàye read and have taken into con- 
sideration approximately 1326 pages of testimony and arguments, 
in addition to innumerable written exhibits, and in making the 
following decision, the comment, where: it refers to specific testi- 
mony, and exhibits, is not intended to: exclude any other evidence 
that appears in the record and which I did take into consideration 
in arriving at a decision. But the cited evidence in this decision is 
merely for the purpose of illustrating by a small portion of the evi- 
dence why I arrived at these’ findings. 


With respect to the charges against Merwin L. Cole, as to 
paragraphs 2 and 3, which deal with the fact that he; refused to 
obey an order of the” General President directing him ‘to cease and 
desist from activities pertaining to Local 244 and that he did in- 
«terfere with and participate iri j the affairs « of Local 244 in violation 
of the International Constitution, I find that the complainant, Jess 
Fletcher, did not sustain the burden of proving these charges, and, 
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therefore, charges numbered 2 and 3 against Merwin L. Cole are 
hereby dismissed. n. 

Paragraph 7 of the charges against Cole, and paragraph 2 of 
the charges against Dobbins and-Coley are identical, and cover the 
same subject matter. They charge that each of the individuals 


above named caused and approved the misappropriation of funds 


of Local 6, frequently donating and permitting such funds to be 
donated to the Communist Party, Communist Party front organ- 
izations, and other subversive societies, associations and publica- 


tions. 


_ It is undisputed in’ the evidence and although Dobbins, Coley 
and Cole each testified under oath, they did.not deny nor were 
they asked to deny, the following. testimony: . 


W. W, Warren testified as d^ witness for Fletcher that he was 
. very active in the Washington Commonwealth Federation, and as 
the Conimunists took over the Washington Commonwealth Federa- 
- tion, considerable, pressure. was. brought upon him to join-the Com- 
munist Party; that when he refüsed to join the Communist Party, 
he „was discharged from positions which’ he held; that thereafter, 
in 1938, he did join the Communist Party and was a' dues-paying 
member for over.a year and a half and that during that time he 
became acquainted‘ with alien communists and members of the 
Communist Party in King County, Washington;, that he became 
acquainted with W. K. Dobbins: politically long. before he’ was'a 
member of ‘the Communist Party, and that he had seen Dobbins’ 
communist membership book. Warren further testified that he at- 
tended the Communist Party meetings in King County, Washing- 
ton, both union meetings and cell meétings as well as some in- 
dividual. membership meetings that were supposed to be closed; 
that he had seen Mr. Dobbins at, those meetings with Morris, Rap- 
paport, who was one of the top communist officials in King 
County; and that Warren met with Dobbins and Rappaport and 
discussed political. strategy of the Communist Party. Warren 
pointed out the procedure of the Communist Party and people 
who are important to them, such as key people, intellectuals and 
labor leadérs; that all that. the Communist Party‘policy asks of 
them i$ to keep them sort of underground, using them only in com- 
inunist organizations; and that Dobbins was pretty much in that 
fashion, except that his name diğ “appear on.thé masthead of the 
“Voice ‘of Action", well known communist newspaper, as sponsor 
or supporter of the paper’ under the editor’s masthead. 


Warren. further testified that the Communist Party meetings are 
very sécret and that the party is a secret political organization; ‘that 
they -have certain exceptions toe rule, namely, they: have a 
trusted, member whom they call: fellow traveler to attend what 
they call open-ünit meetings and, in some cases, people who are 
known to-be 100% communists. - 
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There was introduced in evidence the “Voice of Action", dated 
November 6, 1933 ,which showed W, K..Dobbins to be Vice-Chair- 
man, and Miller Wakefield was the editor of the “Voice of ‘Action” 
who had run on the communist.ticket for City Council, and War- 
ren testified that he, was one of the local top communists who later 
became editor of the “Sunday News” which is now the “New 
World” and is still being published in Seattle. Warren further 
testified that the “New World” is published by a corporation 
known as the Free Press Publishing*Corporation and High DeLacey 
is President and Terry Pettis is the Editor. 


Warren testified that he knew Merwin L. Cole when he was in 
the Communist Party; that Cole was a member then; that he at- 
tended upper-fraction meetings, “or strategy meetings; that after 
Warren became a member of thé Communist Party, he learned 
through Communist Party channels that Cole had been a member 
of the Communist Party for around 14 years; that, as late as 1944, 
while talking to Dobbins, Warren stated that he was kidding him 
about the Communist Party having changed its name to the Com- 
munist Political Association and" said to him, “We are C. P. A. 
now, Certified Public Accountants.” Warren ‘further testified that 


in 1938, Ward Coley was a membér of the Communist Party and: 


that while he was in the Communist Party they were having a drive 
on for recruiting. members and there was a prize offered in an ef- 
fort to increase the membership i in King County and Ward Coley 
was the top recruiter in that drive. 


Warren stated that Coley attended Communist Party meet- 
ings with him in 1938 or 1939; that Morris Rappaport, the top 
official of the Communist Party i in King County, was introduced 
to Coley and remarks were made about what the wonderful re- 
cruiting drive Coley was putting on for Party. ' 

Warren identified Bill Zeigné¥, a business agent of Local 6; as 
a member of the Communist Party and stated that up to the pres- 
ent time he is still following the Communist Party line. 


Warren further testified that Harvey Jacklin, who is also a 
business agent of Local 6, was a communist and knew him when 
he was in the Party; that he was a very active communist and that 
he has followed his political career right up to date; that his signa- 
ture appeared on thé nominating convention of the: Communist 
Party as a member of the Party/,dated July 9, 1946.- Harvéy Jack- 
lin who was expelled from that; Aero-Mechanics Union for his 
communist activities was then employed by Dobbins in Local 6. 

Warren identified "Thomas Rabbitt as being a member of the 
Communist Party even before Warren became a member of the 
Party; that Rabbitt. was active.in the Communist "Party, the front 
organizations, and was a:candidate in a:recent election for State 
Senator, and was publicly cha¥ged by a former communist as be- 
ing a communist, which charge he did not publicly deny; and that 
Rabbitt is now-a business agent of Local 6. 
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Warren identified Al Barnes, also a business'agent of Local 6, 
as a communist; that Barnes isa close friend of W. K. Dobbins, 
President of Local 6; and that Barnes had continuously followed 
the Communist Party line up to date. 

' The “Voice of Action" (Exhibit.C 10) dated April 12, 1945, 
carries the name of Merwin L. Cole as keynoter of an address to 
the League Against War and Fascism; it also states that Cole was 
Seattle Branch Chairman of the American League which is listed 
by the Justice Department as a communist front organization. - 

Warren identified Henry P. Huff, whose signature and name 
appeared on Exhibit C-17, the communist convention held July 
9, 1946, as a candidate for the U. S. Senate; his occupation was 
listed as a Communist Party official. This same Huff together 
with Corley Larson was present in Dobbins home when Fletcher 
was pressured by respondent to resign as President of Local 6. 

‘Warren. identified Exhibit C-21. which -is.a.copy-of.the “New: 
World”, a communist publication, and pointed out that he was 
the advertising manager for the paper at one time. Exhibit C-23 
was introduced, being the December 20, 1945 issue of the “New 
World" in which was listed the téachers of the Seattle Labor School 
or the Northwest Labor School. ' Exhibit C-25, being a copy of the 
“Daily Olympian”, dated March 25, 1947, was introduced for an 
article under the heading of “Basic Listing of Red Party Groups”, 
in which the American ‘League; Against War and Fascism was 
listed as one-of the communist front organizations. 

Warren testified that Benjamin B. Davis was a member of the 
Communist Party and that Andy Reames was an official of the 
Communist Party and that he was a candidate for City Council; 
that he knows Hugh DeLacey for many years and that he met 
DeLacey on secret missions with-the, District Organizer of the Com-. 
munist Party, Morris Rappaport; that he attended Communist 
Party meetings with DeLacey and visited Rappaport in 1939 when 
Rappaport was in hiding over some difficulty in immigration; and 
that DeLacey was present. The purpose of the visit was to make a 
decision on political activities. —' — : 

Warren identified Bürt MeLeish, who was the education direc- 
tor.of the Northwest Labor School, as an ex-communist. X 

Warren identified -Bnice Nelson, member of the International 
Longshoremen and Waréliousemen's Union, Local 119, CIO, às a 
communist and his name appears;on the nominating convention;of 
the Communist Party of July, 1946 (Exhibit C-17). Warren testi- 
fied that Nelson is listed as a teacher at the Pacific Northwest Labor 
College and Harvey ‘Jacklin -is also listed as an instruttor in the 
Northwest Labor School in Literature, and Jacklin’s name appears 
in Exhibit C-17, the Communist Party nominating convention, 
July, 1946. ca. 

. He further testified that he associated the name of Ruth C. 
Bitterman 4s a member ofthe Communist Party and her name ap- 
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pears on the photostatic copy of the communist nominating 'con- 
vention. Miss Bitterman used to'betchief of the Northwest Labor 
College in Seattle, (t 


Warren further testified that John Dashback is listed as a — 1 
er of the Northwest Labor School and his name appears on the 
nominating convention of the Communist Party dated September 
8, 1942; that Thomas C. Rabbitt's s name appears as a teacher of 
Literature at the Northwest Labor"School; that the name of«Carl 
Brooks, who was'a member of the Communist Party when the wit- 
ness was and has continued following the communist-line since; ap- 
pears as a teacher of Literature.at the. Northwest Labor School and 


that'he also is executive secretary of .the Seattle Branch of the, 


National Negro Congress, listed byithe U. S. Justice Department as 
a communist front organization; that the witness saw letters signed 
by him as executive secretary. 


Peter-DeFehr testified that, he was an assistant elevator starter 
at the County-City Building, a member of Local 6 since November, 
1936;that he was in tlie military service between.September, 1942 
and April, 1945; that in the fall of 1939 or 1940 he became ac- 
quainted with Ward Coley às à "Tüember of Local 6; that at a 
meeting of the Union at the "Moose Temple in the early part of, 
1940,-as he was coming out of the front office, Ward Coley stopped 
him and madé a little conversation and said he wanted to speak to, 
him. He took him into the big. “meeting. hall and, Coley asked him 
whether he ever considered joitiing the Communist Party. The 
witness told him he .hadn’t given it any thought and Coley said 
“Why don’t you think it over because the Communist Party needs, 


young leadership.” Coley told him he thought he would be a good’ 


leader and it would make the éwitness;feel good. He said that 
Coley told him it made him feelgood to: think that he was doing 
something. Coley toldíhim»that'lie was a member of the Com- 
munist Party. The witness: told:Coley, he would think it'over. 

The witness said that. Merwin "D$: Coley’ introduced Andrew 
Reames at a meeting of: the Local Uniohsand in introducing him 


Coletsaid "Here's a-real+commiunist;~he doesn’t wear a beard or . 


eat babies, does he??? He pointedóut- ‘that Merwin,Cole and other 
officials of the Union urged :himsto-go to the Northwest Labor 
School. mtu dne 


a t Ux, 

Otto Hutchins was called a$'à witness In. 1929 he joined the 
Young Workers League, which later became'the Young Communist 
League. In 1932-he attended the:méétings of the Communist 
Party and became ‘acquainted with W,!K.‘Dobbins. He met him 
at various unemployed meetings:and later?onvhezwas at-the- district 
committee meetings of the Communist *Party; thatiDobbins took 
part in those meetings. In 1931 or-1932 -he attempted-to'sever.his 
connections with.the Communist -Party but found, it. kind of .hard. 
to do because théy- won't let you unless they, succeed..in tearing 


down your character and your reputation; that he finally succeeded 
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in’ severing: his connections with the Communist Party in about 
1933. After 1933, W. K..Dobbins helped them in the Project 
Workers Union Organizatiun.and he seemed to want to takethe 
whole thing to the Communist ;Party and Dobbins told him that, 
if he would come back to the Communist Party with him that he 
would see that everything was worked out’ okay. The witness 
testified that-in the district committee meetings only members of 
the Bureau and a few. of the'leaders-in the different party organ: 
izations are permitted to.attend — i 
_ Hutchins testified that he met Merwin L. Cole generally around: 
Communist Party headquarters and also around. différent-and yar- 
ious meetings of the Communist Party; that Cole, used to come in 
to communist committee meetifigs and speak.to different members. 
This was around 1933. ° : : : 
James H. Taylor testified that he has lived in the city of Seattle 
- for about 5 years. He testified that he was a. member of the Com- 
munist Party in Seattle for the latter part of 1942 or the first part 
of 1943 and that he remained a thember of the Communist Party 
until 1945. -It was when the Communist Party was changed from 
the‘Communist Political Association back to the Communist ‘Party 
again that he discontinued his'membership. During that time, he 
became acquainted with W. K. Dobbins by seeing and hearing 
him speak at Communist Party. meetings. He:also saw Merwin 
Cole at those meetings: sm l 
Marvin. Kennedy testified that he has lived in Seattle for about 
12 years and is an elevator operator'at the County-City Building 
and a member of Local 6 since“1940; that he knew Ward. Coley; 
.that'just, prior to an executive board meeting in March or April, 
1945, in the meeting room, he was calléd to one side by Ward 
Coley who said “Kennedy, have,you ever considered. joining the 
Communist Party?” Kennedy said, "No, I haven't Ward, because 
I don't know anything about them, don’t know anything. forethem 
or against them, as far as I am coricerned I-don’t want to do any- 
thing.” and Ward Coley said “I belong and I am proud.of it.” 
Whereupon Kennedy walked out of the meeting hall. == 
‘Ben L. Thomas, who has lived in'the city of Seattle for Bt: 
yéars and was employed'as an-eleyator. operator in the County-City. 
Building for about 8 years and a member of Local 6, testified that 
while he was going into^the;meeting:hall.to attend a meeting .of 
the' Local, the sergeant-at-arms-told him that Mr, Coley wanted to 
talk to him. This was sometime-around 1939; that the sergéant- 
at-arms asked him what he thought of the Communist Party and 
Thomas told him he didn’t-give it any thought andthe sergeant-at- 
arms told him that “When you get time,.you go-in.and see. Ward, 
He wants to talk.to you about itẹ This conversation took placé 
"shortly after he joined thé Union: AAT it Y. 
Alfred Gordon-testified:that hé has lived in\Seattle.since 1939; 
that he-was an apartment house: managet:and .was a member: of 
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Local 6 since 1940; that he became acquainted‘with Ward Coley 
who was Vice-President of the Loéal‘and he was on the executive 
Board 10 months; that in 1946 Ward Coley solicited his applica- 
tion for membership in ‘the Communist Party; that one evening 
prior to the meeting of the execütive board in his office behind 
closed doors Ward Coley asked him what he thought of the.Com- 
munist Party and Gordon told him that there were some things 
which might be all right and somésthings which weren't all right; 
that Coley asked him if he would like to join the party and he 
said “yes.” Coley gave him an application blank and he signed 
it, but didn't fill it in, and paid 50 cents dues; that he recéived a 
membership card from the Communist Party'and that it was de- 
livered to him in the Union headquarters by Olga Shock, who 
works in the employment office, and that from that time on she 
collected his Communist Party dues and gave him cards as a mem- 
ber of the Party; that he attended’ several branch meetings of the 
‘Communist Party; that he saw members of Local’ 6 in attendance 
at those meetings; that he severed his connections with the Party 
last fall. “The witness testified that at the meeting of April 25, 
1947, that, Cole.made a vicious attack on Fletcher’s integrity. 


A4. 

Joseph Bernstein testified on.behalf of the respondents. He 
stated that he was an assistant to the Sergeant-at-arms and a job 
steward: that he attends the Executive Board meetings regularly, as 
well as the general membership miectings; that the Executive ‘Board 
minutes concerning donations and contributions always, come up 
before the Executive Board for. action and the Executive Board 
acts and then they are reported to the general membership meet- 
ing. That is, the minutes of the Executive Board are read to the 
general membership meeting. -He stated that he hadn't seen Jess 
Fletcher at the Executive. Board, meeting more, than once in the 
last three years; that 4 or 5 years-ago, he used to attend regularly; 
that between 1941 and 1945 Fletcher attended about 30 or 35% 
of the general membership meetings; and that after 1945, he rarely 
saw him. : : 


~ 


At the meeting of February 10, 1946, Terry Pettus, Andy 
Reames and Rev. Benjamin Davis (all known Communists) were 
endorsed as the three councilmen Coley was acting as chairman 
of the Exécutive Board in 1945.4 Merwin Cole was on the Execu- 
tive Board because of his office"as Secretary. Bernstein stated he 
never heard of the American‘Soviet Friendship Committee ‘and 

doesn't remember any action of tlie Executive Board in 1945, 
donating funds of the Union; he. does not know a Mrs. Racy‘ and 
cannot remember any contributión while he was on the Board to 
, her. He doesn’t recall that the Executive Board adopted a resolu- 
tion recommending that a letter-be written to the Soviet Ambas- 
sador to the United States asking?that a permanent Russian con- 
sul be set up in Seattle, and he doesn’t remember- voting as a mem- 
ber of the Board to Subscribe to the "American Review of the 
AT 
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Soviet Union.” He remembersrvoting “yes” to contribute funds 
to the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugée Committee, but'did not know it 
was a communist front organization. He doesn’t remember voting 
in April 1945 to pay two months’ office rent for thé American- 
Soviet Friendship Council. No? did'he vote as a member of the 
Executive Board to purchase 25 tickets from. the Communist Poli- 
tical Association at a cost of $2500, and doesn’t recall that such a 
motion was ever made. He never voted on: the Executive Board 
to support candidates for the Communist Party-if it was brought 
to his attention that they were communists; nor did he vote to con- 
' tribute funds to the Communist Party and is not aware that any 
‘such contribution has ever been;madé. He voted for a-mótion to 
contribute $1,500 to the campaigns for Pettus, Reames and Davis, 
but did not know at that time that Reames was listed as a Com- 
munist in the minutes of the Executive Board. -He does not recall 
ever voting $100 to send a delegate to the Win-the-Peace Con- 
ference. He voted for a motion to contribute money to the cam- 
paign of Hugh DeLacey; he knew. it was unlawful to make such 
a contribution; Cole never told him that it was unlawful. 


I. A. Sandrogen, business agent, Machinists Union, Local 79, 
I. A. M., testified that the first time he met Cole was when he 
just got out of college and Cole was working for the “Voice of 
Action.” He stated that his union, would not support a communist 
hor does it contribute to any organization the communists support. 
Andy Reames was a known communist as far as he knew. 


Roy Van Sickle, a steward of Local 6 since 1942 and secretary 


of the Industrial Section, testified that he pretty regularly attends 
membership meetings and ‘heard’ the minutes of the Executive 


Board read; that Merwin Cole reads the Executive Board minutes . 


to the general membership mectipgs; Mr. Van Sickle was certain 
that at no time did he hear Cole read the minutes of the Executive 
Board stating that there were to be any donations to the Com- 
munist Party. ` . 

William Clinger, a niember for 5 years, testified that he was 
temporary chairman of the Elevator Operators Section and a mem- 
ber of the Executive Board; that he was elected to the Executive 
Board sometime in January, 1947, and attended all meetings but 
one; that he never heard of Secretary Cole reading a statement to 
the effect that the Executive Board adopted a motion to donate 
money to the Communist Party;qnor that union money was used 
for the purchasé ‘of tickets to some communist function; that he 
would: not approve of the purchase of. tickets to support, a func- 
tion sponsored by the Communist Party; that no one ever read to 
the general membership. the minutes of the Executive Board where- 


by money was donated to the Seattle Council of the American- ' 


Soviet Friendship. ‘ee 
Joe Miller, a meniber of the-Executive Board for a few years, 
said that at no time since he was a member of the union was any 
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mention ever made about any” contributions to the Communist 
Party. rive 


William H. Hayes, à member öf Local 6, a member of the 
Executive Board, a trustee, and chairman of the section, and also a 
shop steward, testified that hewnever voted to donate union money 
to or donate to the campaign funds of a communist member; as a 
Board member he would not favor it. 


Olga Schock works for Local 6 since October, 1942: Her pres- 
ent position is at the ‘information'desk, at the telephone, the em- 
ployment department, and other duties including: stenographic and 
taking minutes of the meetings.. She testified with respect to short- 
hand ‘notes and the transcriptions of. the minutes of certain meet- 


ings which she took. She did not deny, nor was she asked to deny, ` 


any of the testimony previously given by Alfred Gordon that she 
collected dues for the Communist!Party from him in the Union 
offices. 


Merwin Cole testified that hie’ has been a member of Local 6 
and has occupied the position of Secretary for about five years; 
that he is also Secretary of Joint:Council No, 3; that he had a dis- 
cussion with Fletcher as far back as 1940 and 1941 regarding his 
resignation as President of Local 6; that he told him it was very 
short-sighted and poor; policy; that- Fletcher had proposed Dobbins 


as a candidate for Vice-Presidenttof-Local 6; that Fletcher did not , 


attend a large number of general membership meetings and Execu- 
tive Board meetings, and that the Vice-President signed all checks 
and attended, to the duties of presiding at the meetings; that he 


uniformly opposed Fletchers resigning from or getting out of Local 
6 or the ‘Council. ; 


Cole testified that. at the Séittle-Tce Arena on June 21, 1946, 
at a meeting sponsored by the ‘Independent Citizens Committee, he 
noticed Warren in a sound truck and over the loud speaker it. was 
repeated that this was a Moscow-inspired meeting and that the 
peoplé-ought to leave it and go somewheré else. 


Ward, Coley testified that hé had lived in Seattle since 1933, 
was a member of the. Union since 1936, and Vice-President since 
1943. or 1944. 


' Dobbins: testified that’ he Waa member of the Union; that he 
lived in Seattle since 1907; that*héchas been a member since 1939; 
that he became business agent in 1942 and in January, 1946, he 
became President. He testified that it was in the fall of 1945 that 
she asked Jess to resign as President of Local 6, and that Carly Lar- 
son was not present at that time. , He recommended the appoint- 
ment of Al Barnes, Tom Rabbitt, ^William -Zeigner and Harvey. 


D J 


Jacklin as business agents of Local 6. He also recommended Vic- | 


toria Varidenbeck. .He. acknowledged employing Harvey Jacklin 
after he was expelled from, the Aeronautical Union. 
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. It is significant and: highl important that neither Dobbins, 
Coley nor Cole directly or inditectly, while on the witness stand, 
denied any of the testimony òf Warren respecting their member- 
ship and activities in the Communist Party and on behalf of Com- 
munist Party and the communist front organizations, Dobbins did 
not comment on nor deny the testimony of Otto Hutchins respect- 
ing his solicitations to get Hutchjns back into the Communist Party, 
or respecting ‘the activities af Bobbins as a member of the Com- 
munist Party. Nor did they deny or testify respecting the testi- 
mony'of James Taylor that he saw Dobbins speak at. Communist 
Party meetings and that Cole was.present at those meetings. Nor 
did Coley deny nor testify respecting the evidence of Marvin Ken- 
nedy that Coley requested himijto join the Communist Party prior 
to the Executive Board meeting at the Union. Nor did Coley or 
Olga Schock ‘deny or testify respecting the testimony of Gordon 
that he was solicited to become à.member of-the Communist Party 
‘on the premises of the Union by Coley, nor did they deny that ' 
Coley gave him an application and that he paid his dues to him 
and that he received a membership card of the Communist Party 
from Olga Schock at thé Union Headquarters, and that from time 
to time theréafter she collected dues from him. 

'The respondents did not dispute the direct statements of -their 

own witnesses who were members of the Executive Board, that not 

_ alone was nothing said about fnbneys being donated to the Com- 

munist Party: or to any of their front organizations but even though 

the: Board minutes may state that funds were voted they never 
would have nor did they vote for such expenditures. 


On the slate of this record, the undersigned believes that the 
Board members were telling the truth and that the funds were éx- 
‘pénded unlawfully to these organizations without the Board and 
memberships‘knowledge, but -only'at the direction of the respond- 
ents who were the President, Vice-President and Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

The significance of this testimony, in addition to what it stands 
for itself, shows a line of action on the part of three executive mem- 
bers of thé Union—the President, the Vice-President and the Sec- 
retary--to further not the cause of the trade unionism, but that of 
the Communist Party and its principles, because immediately after 
they became:officers the evidencrdiscloses that only active. Com- 
munist Party: membérs became the‘business agents, such as Barnes, 
Rabbitt, Zeigner and Jacklin. “ . 
"The:evidence discloses that the’ Labor School has been de- 
riounced as à Communist Party front and that its staff contained. 
Conimunists and that the Union éxpendéd large sumis of its money 
for the purpose of furthering tli&Labor School, such as the pur- 
chase of rafflé tickets in the amount of $458.45 in March, 1947; 
the monthly «contribution of “$50.60°to the Seattle Labor School, 
particularly Janüary, February and’ March, 1947; a contribution 
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of $120.00 for teaching services at the Seattle Labor School in. _ Jan- 
üary, 1947, and-in February:the doriation of $100.00 for teaching 
services, and $75.00 as a pledge ‘to’ the school. In March, à dona- 


tion of $60.00 for the. teaching services. and the balance of the 
pledge of $575.00. 


The evidence shows further that the expenses of Bill Zeigner 
were defrayed by the Union in ‘order for him to go to Hatzek, 


British Columbia, to survey sites for summer camps on behalf- of the 
Labor School. 1 


The minutes of August 9, 1946, show that on n the recommenda- 
tion of Merwin L. Cole, he was aŭthorized to countersign the lease 
for the building space to be uséđufor the- Labor School Head- 
quarters, provided such action was approved by the'Labor School 
Board, and provided that the costs involved in the lease were re- 


ported to the Union staff, and provided that the Machinists Local 
take like action. 


As another example of whee has been done with the Union 
funds, the. minutes of September (3, 1946, disclose. that Brother 
Cole supplements the report with’ fespect to the Labor School by 
stating that the special class on Labor and Political Action is a’ five- 
week course and it is recommended that the Union pay the fee for 
those members recommended bythe staff to attend ,the class. 


The minutes of November 1, +1946, disclose that they concur 
in the recommendation of the staff relative: to the financial drive 
for the school: (1) that $1500.00'is to be set as Local: ‘6's share; and 
(2) that the previous $850.00 Idan “be diverted into a gift.” 


In addition to this, the funds,of. the Union were served as con- 
tributions for communist and: communist front organizations and 
it has: been testified by every member of the Executive Board that 
they never would have voted nor did they vote for such contri- 
butions while members of the Board, thus making -it apparent that 
while the minutes speak vaguely of such contributions, either they 
were not read and certainly were riot voted on by members of the 
Executive Board who were present because not a.single witness 
testified that he voted for or had,any knowledge of. contributions of 
this nature. These are not' merely spasmodic, océasional small 
donations, but donations which:xun into considerable. money. ; and 
aré made frequently and repeatedly. ;And while it has been testi- ' 
fied that they have made contributions to all.kinds of: organizations, 
the evidence is crystal-clear that more than two-thirds, if not ninety 
percent, of the donations made by the Union at tlie behest and with 
the knowledge and consent of; only | Dobbins, Coley and'Cole, have 
been’ to cominunist and . coninfiinist front, organizations, as, for 


example, the evidence disclosed ‘donations in 'the year 1945, as 
- followsz % Se are . 
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January— 
American Soviet Friendship Council..............$100.00 
American Youth for.Democracy...................... 4.00 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare...... 10.00 
Washington Commonwealth Federation........ 75.00 

February— 

Committee for Equal Justice........................ 10.00 
International Labor Defense... mae 10.00 
"Courage" Magazine ...ssecssscssssseessees aiins ; 

March— , 

Anti-Fascist Renee Corus —À 10.00 
“In Fact" ............ ERR ALL 

April— i 
Council for American-Soviet Friendship........ 45.00 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee committe temen. 7.50 
Youth Symphony as 10.00 

May— ui 
“King County Communist Association... 

Labor Consumers League............ S 

June— . 

Seattle Repertory Playhouse 5... 250.00 
American Youth for Democracy...................... - 5.00 

July= a - 
American Youth for Derhocracy Pree — 5.00 
International Labor Defense...... „= 25.00 
Hayward Patterson... —Á— . 5.00 

September x 
National Negro Co —S . 15.00 
American Youth for Demore aes saziare 10.00 

October— X 
Joint Ánti- Fascist Refugee Committee. s.a.. zs 375. 00 
Labor School” (Seattle: s 100.00 
“New World"... tata 70.00 

November-— 

World Trade Union Federation. 
' Seattle Labor School. lesse Ed (—— 
In 1946, 

January— ns 

* Labor School... Mss 90400 
American Committee for Protection Ei 

. Foreign. Born... serene 10.00 
Labor School Dance "Tickets... nd exer 91LOQ 

Febrary— ` IE. 
~x Bring the Boys Home Committee sanant 25.00 


Peoples Committee to Abolish the Rank 
Committee . 


— 


| 


March— 
Committee of the A.F. ofi fl L: for Participation, 
in World Federationjof Unions................ 7.50 
Win the Peace Committee... s. . 100.00 
April— 3 
Seattle Labor School.....5... ss 50.00 
International Labor Defgnse.. ME ATOMS 10.00 
May— 
International Labor E E 100.00 
Expenses of Del Cassell to Civil 
Liberties Congress ............... saeseeseserreneseneseter, 20,00 
June— ‘ 
Comunist Party Dance Tickets. EEEO za 13.00 
August— A i 
Malone Committee for Equal Justice... 25.00 
King County Communist Party Tickets... .. 92.50 
Seattle Labor School— Teaching Services... 360.00 , 
September— 
Committee for Justice MP ERCOpOIt. x, € . 10.00 
Seattle Labor School — Teaching Services... 120.00 
Civil Rights Congress... ee. 15.00 
October— 
Paul Robeson meeting "tickets. aes 9.10 
Seattle Labor School — Teaching Services... 129.00 
November— : 
Gift to Hayward Patterson ——P(— 12.00 
Seattle Labor-School — Teaching Services... 120.00 
Seattle Labór*- Schools Pre aa i . 850.00 
December— d 
Seattle Labor School — Teaching Services... 120.00 
In 1947, 
Janvary— 
Seattle Labor School......................: Tr .. 120.00 
American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born............——........ —Á— 10.00 
February— 
Seattle Labor School — Teaching Services... 100.00. 
Seattle Labor School. —. Pledge...............———- 75.00 
Washington. State Win the Peace; Committee n 00 
National Negro Congress... eene 
March— 
Seattle Labor School =t Teaching : Seivices.... 60. 00 
Balance of Pledge... eere . 975.00 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare... E 00 
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During the course of. the, hearing it was the contention of the 


UD 


respondents that: certain practices which form part of the basis. 
f p l 
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for the Fletcher charges was that Fletcher had inaugurated them. 
"These charges I find are not material-to the charges here involved 
for the reason that Fletcher is not on trial in this hearing nor is he 
charged in any manner with the acts charged against the respon- 
dents. The fact remains that-these charges deal solely with the 


acts and activities of Dobbins?Coley and Cole and the evidence. 


must be tested solely on thé basis whether they as officers and 
members did acts or so conducted themselves as to be in violation 
of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Union. 


Campaign: Cóntributions: 

The’ respondent officers- Hiperiled the standing and welfare 
„of Local 6 by countenancing donations to political candidates in 
campaigns in which a-federal'officer is to be elected. The nume- 
rous contributions to the campaign of. Hugh DeLacey for Con- 
gress and others, are illustrative of this. 

_ "The evidence in this record has disclosed that Al Barnes, Hugh 
DeLacey, and Thomas Rabbitt;have been identified as being active 
communists “and the record shows that-in June, 1946,,Barnes re- 
ceived a political donation of $10.00; Davis $50.00; DeLacey 
$400.00; and Rabbitt $50.00. In addition to that, there were dona- 
tions to-DeLacey in April, Jupe, July, September and October, 
- 1946. In addition, cóntributión$ were made „to. Terry Pettus in 
February 1946 for $500.00; to^Rev. Benjamin Davis for $100.00; 
and to William Zeigner for $100.00; and to Tom Rabbitt in Octo- 
ber 1946 for $100.00. 4 

The minutes of April 6, 1945 show that the Union, through 
its officers, paid the bill for office rent for two months and for mov- 
ing expenses incurred.by thé -Aierican Soviet, Friendship Council. 

The minutes of* Augüst'30,. 1946 show that they received a 
communication from DeLacey for Congress Labor Committee ask- 
ing the Union’s cooperation in the payment of certain bills incur- 


red by several labor unions ii the primary campaign and that. 


Local Union 6's share was $93.98, which they paid. 

. In addition to this, it was shown that $2,000 was distributed by 
Merwin Cole for political purposés in campaigns and that the bulk 
of the money went" to.candidates‘who were members of the Com- 
munist Party. adh E irat 

TThe-respondent officers were without authority to ‘authorize 
or to sign or vote for any expenditure for any of the above purposes 
because Article VII, Section 1 (Exhibit 11) provides, “The funds 
of this Union shall be used in defraying the necessary expenses of 
‘this organization.” Effective as of December 1, 1946, there was 
an attempt to enlarge this sectiorzby adding the words, "or for the 

, advancement of the ideals and‘ objectives of the labor movement” 
(Exhibit 12)., f - 
24 
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From the above, it is clear thàt none of the detailed expendi- 
tures heretofore mentioned were ustd*for the purpose of defraying 
the necessary expenses of Local 6 certainly until December 1, 1946, 
so that those expenditures for the year 1945 and up to December 1, 
1946, were in violation of the Local and the International Consti- 
tutions. As to expenditures subsequent to December 1, 1946, up to 
the date of the charges, I find that they are not and cannot be 
construed to be for the advancement and ideals of the labor move- 
ment. a 

The members of the union were taken advantage of by Dobbins, 
Coley and Cole in their capacity as officers of Local 6, by their 
standing by and permitting huge'łums of the members’ money to 


be expended for non-labor union purposes and in violation of the 


Constitution and By-Laws of the Local and International unions. 
Not alone did they stand by and’ permit these expenditures, but 
such expenditures could not have ‘been ‘made without the actual 
connivance of these respondents. No nioney could be expended 
unless the President (or Vice-President in his absence) and the 
Secretary signed the checks, and when they did so sign them it, was 
their duty to ascertain if they were'expenditures in accordance with 
the Jaws of the union. 2: 


Officers’ Expenses: 


On December 14, 1945, it was,proposed that the mileage allow- 
ance effective as of January 1, 1946, for the use of automobiles by 
persons in connection with their union business, be $30.00 guaran- 
tee for the first 700 miles, 8c per mile thereafter up to a maximum 
of 1500 miles. The evidence discloses and I so find that in each 
instance Dobbins, Coley and -Cole took the maximum mileage al- 
lowed, each and every month, ,of approximately $94.00, between 
January 1, 1946 and March 31,1947. In addition to this they per- 
mitted and cóuntenanced Al Barnes, Harvey Jacklin, and William 
Zeigner, their business agents,.to do the same thing, that is, receive 
each and every month a specific maximum sum for automobile 
mileage allowance, irrespective of the mileage used. 

In addition, they advanced money of the Union to the officers 
and business agents who were favorites of the officers to purchase 
automobiles, as for instance, in January 1947 they loaned.Al Barnes 
$2,341.77 for an automobile. In addition to this, the Union paid 
the auto insurance for the cats uséd Dy its officers. An example of 
this being in April 1946 — $305.08. Another example of a loan 
was to Ward Coley for an automobile in October 1946 for 


$3,588.82, and automobile liability on officers" cars—$217.77, and 


auto insurance on business agents’ cars for September 1946 — 
$84.90. . g 5 
Another piece of evidence, of misconduct on the part of the 
officers is that contained in the-minutes of December 14, 1945, in 
which a motion was made: and “arried that'Secretary Cole's salary 
be raised to $75.00 per week, retroactive to January 1, 1945. In 
i 25 
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other words, retroactive almost one whole year prior to the passage. 


of the granting of the increase. This is not a case such as obtains 
in ordinary union-management negotiations where the expiration 
of a contract comes up and the parties agree to work subject to 
any wage increase being made Yetroactive to the date of the agree- 
ment. This is an instance of the respondent officers standing by 
and making a gift from the union treasury to another officer of a 
wage increase retroactive to almost one full year. 

“The audits by Rettig and"Mullally (respondents C. P. A.) 
clearly state that Merwin L. Cole as Secretary-Treasurer failed to 
keep proper and appropriate books, records and vouchers respect- 
ing Local 6 and Northwest Joint Council No. 3. 

From ‘the evidence cited hérein and other evidence which ap- 
pears in the record and the exhibits, I find the respondent W. K. 


Dobbins, guilty of chargs Nos.,, 2, 3 and 4; the respondent Ward ' 


Coley, guilty of charges Nos. 1, 2; 3 and 4; and Merwin Cole 
guilty of charges Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

In addition to what has herétofore been said, I specifically firid 
from the evidence, and it is undenied in this record, that 

(1) W.-K. Dobbins, Waid Coley and Merwin L. Cole is 

each a member of or is affiliated with the Communist Party; 

(2) Their acts and activities as officers and members of Local 
6 and.of Northwest Joint Council No. 3, have, for their primary 
purpose, the aiding and abetting’ of the Communist Party platform 
and the aims of the said Party; 


(3) Because of*these acts and activities they have violated the 
aforementioned sections of the International Constitution and have 
permitted and conspired amongst themselves to divert funds and 
moneys belonging to Local 6, which it was their duties as officers 
to protect and spend only in accordance with the Constitution and 
By-Laws, to organizations whose purposes are foreign and not re- 
lated to Local 6 or to the Building Service Employees’ International 
Union, and thus, were delinquent and remiss in their duties as 
officers and members of this International Union.and of Local 6; 


(4) They did use the funds of Local 6 in violation of the Inter- 
national and Local Constitutions for personal benefits and gains, 
as, for example, the collecting of a uniform maximum mileage 
allowance; the loan to themselves of moneys for the purchases of 
automobiles; the payment of insurance by the Union on these auto- 
mobiles which are owned by the individuals; the placing in posi- 
tions of power and the appointing of persons who are members of 
the Communist Party to select positions as business agents of the 
Union; the using of the facilities and quarters of the offices of the 
Union for the purpose of soliciting and enlisting members of the 
‘Union to become members of the Communist Party, which is a 
method of obtaining members by coercion and by pressure, using 
‘their influence as-officers on the premises of the Union; the per- 
mitting of employees of the Union to collect dues for the Com- 
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munist Party from members of' thé Union-and' issuing cards of 


nu 


and 


(5) I further find that all these acts and activities, in addition 
to being violations of the aforementioned sections of the Interna- 
tional Constitution, are such as will injure the interests of other 
members of the International Union and the Local Union either 
directly or indirectly, and their acts'and conduct are süch as to be 
inconsistent with the duties and ‘obligations and the fealty of a 
member of a trade union and also are acts and activities which 
tend to bring the Local, the Northwest Joint Council No. 3 and 
the International Union and their‘fiembership into disrepute, and 
the acts of Dobbins, Coley and, Colé'ás, officers of Local 6, Cole as 
an officer of. Northwest Joint Council No. 3, demonstrated gross 
inefficiency which hinders and impairs the interests of the Local, 
the Council and the International Union, and are in violation of 
sound. trade union practices,-as understood in the American Fed- 
eration.of Labor and in the Building Service Employees’ Interna- 
tional-Union, and by the trade union movement in general. 


Therefore, having found the réspohdents guilty as above stated, 
the penalty for their misconduct and misdeeds: is that they shall, 
effective immediately-stand and; arè hereby suspended as officers 
and members.of Local 6 and,;of.the International Union and in 
addition thereto Merwin L. Cole 1ssuspended as Secrétary-Treas- 
urer and as a delegate to Northwest Joint Council No. 3, each for 
a. period of five (5) years from date hereof. In the event either. 


Dobbins, Coley or Cole furnish satisfactory. evidence to. the under: 


signed that. they have permanently ceased their connections and 
activities with the affairs of the organizations herein mentioned or 
have and will in the future refraindrom engaging in such activities 
and further that they will. be true and loyal members and trade 


.unionists I shall reserve the authority to declaré- their suspension at 


an end and reinstate them as of that date to membership. 


. €o "s/ William L. McFetridge 
." General President 
Building Service Employees 
k International Union 
Dated this 14th day of November; 1947. i 
s$ B. i 
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- Building Setice Employees’ 
International Union 


Affiliated with the American Federation of Labor 
Principle Office: 130 North Wells Street, Chicago 6, Illinois 


WILLIAM L. McFETRIDGE S WILLIAM H. COOPER 
General President X Secretary-Treasurer 
130 North Wells Street L 212 West Wisconsin Avenue 
: Franklin 5229 BRoadway 2977 
CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS ER MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN 


Decision of the General President in the 
Matter of Charges Filed Against Jess Fletcher: 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the International:Union, I have heretofore appointed 
L. B. Sulgrove, Esq., to hear the charges and report to me. 


Enclosed you will find a cóy of: his report which I adopt in 
toto as'my report and, having réad and considered all the evi- 
dence and exhibits submittedsby thé parties to my deputy and 
representative at the hearing, and based thereon, I find Jess Fletcher 
guilty only of thé charge of the publication of the release and, hav- 
ing considered, the recommendation of Mr. Sulgrove that “cir- 
cumstances seem to me to be'mitigating and justify a mild penalty 
for the‘publication of the release, which was the single charge es- 
tablished,” I do hereby, effective this day, suspend Jess Fletcher as 
International Vice-President and as a member of Local 6, for a 
period of thirty (30) days from. the date hereof. 

William L. McFetridge 
va’ General President 
+ Y't' ‘Building Service Employees’ 

: International Union 

Dated Nov. 14, 1947. : 


In the Matter of.the Charges, Filed 

Against Jess Fletcher ” 

S ' Report and Recommendations 
* '"óf Hearing Officer 

Appearances: B ; 
Benjamin S. Asia, attorney,21 Lyon Bldg., Seattle, Wash- 
ington for complainants. - , 

Robert T. Findley, attorney; 634 Central Bldg., Seattle, 
Washington, for Building Service Employees Local No. 6. 
Merwin L. Cole, Secretary Local No. 6, for complainants. 

. Sam Bassett, attorney, New; World Life Building, Seattle, 
Washington, for Jess Fletcher”, "S 
Dan D..Cármell, attorney, Chicago, Ill., for International 
Union. R 
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L. B. Sulgrove, Puget Sound Bank Bldg., Tacoma, Washing-. 
. ton, hearing officer, representative’ of International President. 
Charges: ; 
On or about the 23rd day of; May, 1947, charges were filed 


against Jess Fletcher by seventeen ‘members of Local No. 6, Build- 
ing Service Employees Internationa} Union. 


The charges were for “Gross Misconduct as a Member of the 
Local," the charging part of which reads as follows: 


“Brother Fletcher has flagrantly and knowingly violated 
one of the most basic trade union principles by taking the 
internal and strictly private büsiness- of the Union and its 
members to the newspapers, giving out quotations which are 
calculated to stir.up, a scandal and cause injury to the 
Local Union, its officers“and meinbers. i a 


*Brother Fletcher has circulated malicious insinuations, . 
generalizations and, inuendo. ™Fhe practical effect of such 
misconduct is to invite widespread, attacks against the Union 
and its-officers by anti-union newspapers, anti-union em- 

` ployers, and by anyone else who might be willing to dis- 
rupt our union.” (Exhibit C-6) m : 


Hearirig was set by the International President in Tacoma, 
Washington, on the 12th day of ‘hike, ‘1947, and continued there- 
after by the hearing officer from time to time, until the 26th day 
of June, 1947. , i 


Some contention was made that the second paragraph above 
quoted, referred to specific acts and conduct on the part of the 
accused, and that this paragraph did not constitute merely an 
elaboration of the first paragraph?(Tr. 39-56) ~ 


In regard to this contention there were some more or less gen- 
eral statements to the effect that at, or after, the meeting of the 
membership on the 4th day of May, 1947, the accused stated, 
or indicated, that he intended to "get even” with anyone who sup- 
ported the petition to the International President. (Exhibit C-3) 
(See Tr. 45 for example) Howeyer, such testimony, in my opinion, 
does not support the charge, andan examination of the record, as 
well as my own recollection of the testimony (and I took rather 
complete notes) does not disclose.4ny substantial testimony to sup- 
port the charge contained in the second paragraph above quoted, 
as a separate offense. I am forced to conclude that whatever affect 
this second paragraph may have, it can be considered merely as 
an elaboration of the charge contained in the first paragraph. Ap- 
parently this was the construction placed upon it by Mr, Asia, the 
attorney representing the compkiinants, in his original opening 
statement. (Tr. 19-20) Protestátions „were otherwise-made, and 
several extended colloquies took place, and the door was opened 
for such proof, but nothing substantial was offered. (Tr. 73-79-80) - 
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Citations herein to the traiiscript are given-primarily by way 
of example, and are not intended to cover all references to’ any 
given point. as 
Issue: ; 
Ii is my considered opinion that the entire charge in this casé 
boils down to the question Of whether or not the accused violated 
the Constitution by giving a Certain release. (Exhibit C-2) to the 
newspapers, or otherwise caused.to be publicized the private affairs 
of,.or attacks upon, the union and its officials, resulting in detri- 
ment to the union, and in violation of provisions of the Constitu- 
tion. * 

. A 
Testimony: Opinions: Recommendations: 

The testimony ranged over à number of points which will be 
hereinafter mentioned, much of*which seemed to the hearing of- 
ficer, at the time, to' be somewhat beyond the issues. This opinion 
I have not changed. However;"earnest representations were made 
that such testimony was material, and the hearing officer felt that 
it was better to err if neces&dry, in the admission of testimony, 
rather than in the exclusion ‘of testimony, for two reasons: First— 
The hearing officer. is not the final judge, and conceived that it 
might be desirable for the International President to be advised 
of the complete; even tangent wise, contentions of the partiés, and, 
Second—The ‘testimony might have some value as evidence bear- 
ing upon the recollectionof,.or upon the creditability of the wit- 
nesses, or on the good faith of*the respective parties or witnesses, 

‘A very considerable portion of the hearing was consumed with 
testiniony relative to the activities of Mr. Fletcher incident to the 
negotiations with the Hotel Own ts Association involving the maids. 

To briefly restate the contentions in this connection— 


1. It is claimed by the complainants that Mr. Fletcher, so to : 


speak, invited or insinuated himself into the negotiations. 

2. That he attempted to force the union to accept an offer 
from the Hotel Owners Association which the union did not con- 
sider advantageous, and which would have, if accepted, prejudiced 
the interests of the maids associated with the Culinary Workers 
Alliance, aes i 

3. That the-activities of Mr, Fletcher prejudiced the union in 
its negotiations and forced themrto accept a settlement which was 
less advantageous than they would have obtained otherwise. 

4. That notwithstánding his so-called interference; a. better 
settlement was subsequently arrived at. E 

This conduct, or so-called interference, was doubtless the cause 
of much of the feeling that wa¥-engendered in this hearing, and 
which.undoubtedly existed on‘ the part of “some ‘ofthe officials of 
the union, as well as certain’ of the.complainaüts who signed the 
‘charges. 

30 


170 


* 


i 
h 


i j 
It might bé noted in passing tliat-none of the officials signed ° 


the charges,.and several of the persons who signed the charges; and 
whose testimony displayed the most bitterness, spoke from obvious 
hearsay. I entertain little doubt ‘that most of those signing the 
charges were sincere in their belief that Mr. Fletcher had done 
things, or failed to do things, in: reference to the Hotel Owners 
negotiations, for which, in their opinion, he should be censured or 
punished. UM 4? 


However, this is-not the charge, and other than bearing on the 
good faith of the signors of the charges, it seems-to me that this 
whole mass of testimony is immaterial to the issue. 


Further than this, and for the.information of the reviewing 
officer, and only because so much attention was directed to this 
line of inquiry, I wish to make these observations: 


The only circumstances which would have any tendency to es- 
tablish that Mr. Fletcher irregularly invited or insinuated himself 
into‘the negotiations were some coficlusions that were drawn from 
a statement ‘by, and conduct of, Mr,-Hunlock, after a meeting of 
the Executive Board of the Central-Labor, Council, from-which Mr. 
Dobbins, President of the Union, and Mr. Cole, Secretary of the 
Union, and Victoria Vanderbeck, Business Agent; came to this 
conclusion. This, in their minds, was fortified by the alleged sub- 
sequent confusion of the -accused;when the statement was men- 
tioned to him immediately thereafter. (Tr. Vanderbeck-610) There 
may have been some other vague circumstances which at least Mr. 
Cole and Mr. Dobbins, and possibly-others, felt, supported the con- 
clusions they arrived at. These were never clearly connected. On 
the other hand, the only people who were in a position to, and did 


testify directly to the point, denied any irregularity in the interven- 


tion of Mr. Fletcher in these negotiations. (Hunlock-Fletcher) (Tr. 
812-818) (875-880) l 

A second point in this connection, to the effect that Mr. 
Fletcher attempted to get the union to accept an offer which the 
union, or some of its ofncers, at least; regarded as unsound, involves 
only a question of judgment, in the-absence of evidence of the lack 
of good faith on the part of- Mr. Fletcher. It is conceivable, and 
may be probable, that Mr. Fletchers judgment in this respect was 
not sound. It is possible that he,¢ould have, or should have, made 
further investigation before making the suggestions which he did: 
Again I must call attention to théffact that this is not the charge, 
and standing alone could hardly be the basis of the charge. If it 
were the charge, it should have been made by those who had fac- 
tual knowledge and not by members who spoke largely from hear- 
say. Few labor officials would hold their positions if they could be 
charged and disciplined for .a,mere mistake in judgment. 

With reference to the third issue in this connection, that Mr. 
Fletchers recommendations and activities resulted in the union 
obtaining a poorer agreement than might otherwise have been ob- 
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* tained fiom the Hotel Association, there was absolutely no evi- 
dence produced. In.the-máture of things it is doubtful if any 
such testimony could be próduced in any case, unless an admis- 
sion could be obtained from the Hotel Owners Association. This 
is more than anyone could expect, and certainly wasn't obtained in 
this case. d 

The last point is, to-wit: That ultimately a greater increase 
was obtained than Mr. Fletcher was willing to recommend, seems 
somewhat contradictory of the third point: The testimony.on this 
point is ràther fuzzy. .Considered in one light, it may be true that 
the agreement? which was ultimately arrived at, was better than 
could have been obtained if-3¥2"cents per hour had been accepted. 
If this is true, it has tendéiity’to prove the second point, at least 
to the extent'that it was poor judgment on Mr. Fletcher's part to 
recommend the 3% cents. This again ‘establishes nothing con- 
crete, and on the other hand Mr. Fletcher claims the acceptance 
of it would not have affected" the ultimate contract that was år- 
rived at. "Again we'must delvé"into the realm of speculation to ar- 
rive at any definite conclusion one ‘way or the other: Certainly 
the hearing officer should notzindulge in such speculation to the 
detriment of.the accused. .He is entitled to the presumption that 
he acted honestly and in good faith. aa, Y 

From the"téstimony 'in the record, and ignoring conjecture, I 
cannot arrive at any other conclusion but that Mr. Fletcher acted 
in good faith at ‘all times in his Somewhat brief- contact with the 
Hotel-Owners negotiations. If there were any charge in this case 
to the effect'that Mr. Fletcher had committed some act violative 
of his duty ‘as a union member’in referencë to the Hotel Owners 


negotiations; I would feel, now that everybody has told their story; > 


(and at length) ‘that ‘said charges were unproven and thus’ un- 
founded. : j a , i 

This whole matter could`be elaborated upon much more, but 
the foregoing seems to me to be the meat, and sufficient for the 
purpose. D i 

A good deal of testimony was introduced relative to the efforts 
of Mr. Fletcher to examine the books: The testimony is hopelessly 
iw conflict a$ to^ the manner-in- which this was done,-etc.° Com- 
plainants contending that Mr. Fletcher, in an arrogant manner, 
demanded to “take” the books. "Mr. Fletcher and his wife con- 
tended that he merely called to3see them, and have her explain-tó 
him certain obscure items. ' 


* The antipathy of ‘Mr. Cole.and Mr. Fletcher was quite appar- 
ent, and.I cannot accept the story of either side as exactly what 
happened. ‘At any rate obviously, Mr. Fletcher should not.disrupt 
office work by: taking the book¥-Out of the office. It does seem 
that. Mr, Fletcher, as well as any member of thé union, should have 
a right to seé.the books upon proper request. The statements, as- 
published in the Guardian, would seem to be confusing to the aver- 
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age member. This especially in view of the testimony of Mr. Cole 
that the union was accustomed to.donating to a great many dif- 
ferent causes (which was doubtless:somewhat common knowledge). 
This could easily lead to dissatisfaction and requests. which Mr. 
Fletcher said were made to him for explanation. Except as back- 
ground material, the line of inquiry on both sides seems far- 
fetched in this case. ease 


A considerable amount of time arid: energy was devoted to the 
discussion of the financial statements., At the time of the hearing, 
audits were not completed, and certainly the hearing officer was 
not in a position to determine Whether or not the records were 
properly kept. The only conceivable- reason for the admission of 
any of this testimony was for the purpose of determining the good 
faith of Mr. Fletcher in the statements which he made in the re- 
lease, in which he stated that he had “recommended to General 
President McFetridge that there was sound basis for the complaints 
from the members and locals ***** and recommended to him that 
he have the books audited of Loval 6 and the Northwest Joint 


* 


Council.” we 

If it were necessary to make a:3#écific finding on. this point, it 
would be that there was no evidence ‘that he did not have sound 
basis for this recommendation to the International President. By 
such a finding it is not intended.to infer that the books were not 
accurate. I am construing the:jByms. as the man on the street 
would construe them, that he (Fletcher) had some reason to be- 
lieve that audit was advisable, not only for the purpose of check- 
ing the accuracy of the; book work, but also for the purpose of de- 
termining just where the money, went in greater detail. My con- 
clusion in this regard is that it.was not proven that the statement 
in the release to the effect that an audit was desirable, was mali- 
ciously made. iss 


Turning now to what would appear to be the real charge in 
this case, to-wit: That the accused gave to the newspapers a re- 
lease, (Exhibit C-2) which resulted in a certain amount of com- 
ment, as disclosed by the newspaper clippings, (Exhibit C-1) con- 
cerning the union and its officials. - i 

It is admitted that Mr. Fletcher gave out the release, the lan- 
guage of which speaks for itself.&XItis couched in. terms which are 
anything but laudatory of the officials, and is of such a nature as 
to-invite unfavorable comment. cóncerning the organization, by 
those inclined to be critical, and there are many such.. 


Apparently Mr. Fletcher himself now realizes that this was an 
unwise thing for him to do, as he admitted, in effect, that he would 
not have received permission for the release had hé requested it 
from his superior officer. (Trz975:y: : 

Mr, Fletcher is a man occupying à responsible position in his 
International Organization. This Should cause him to be extra 
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cautious and impel him to: doYor say nothing that could be con- 
strued as a reflection on his‘tnion, 


Any quarrel he may have had with the union officialdom, or 
any of its members, should have been isolated within the frame- 
work of the organization. . 


As an example, the testimony of Roy Van Sickle (Tr. 354) im- 
pressed me in this connectionawith being the natural reaction of 
an apparently fair minded ‘member. He displayed little or none 
of the anjmus:that was evident in some of the other witnesses. He 
was sure the article was harmful to the union, and recited what to 
him seemed rather convincing reasons why it was injurious. 


In the opinion, of the hearing officer no one can completely 
condone, nor honestly ‘shrug Off’ the unauthorized issuance of this 
news release by Mr. Fletcher. It is my finding that its publication, 
as worded, constituted a violation’ of good trade union principles, 
contrary to the terms and sense of the International Constitution. 


' However, the publication should be considered in the light of 
the situation and circumstances existing at the time of its:issuance. 
While I do not regard this exagtly as a mole hill, I believe a definite 
effort has been made to exaggerate its affect, as‘I believe a definite 
effort has been made to exaggerate or at least color any action of 
the accused. This was apparent int any number of instances during 
the hearing. In other words,,consciously or unconsciously, the 
feeling of some of the complaiding witnesses, and some of the other 
Witnesses, (as well as the feelings of the accused) were very evident 
during the hearing. On the one side, right or wrong, the witnesses 
for the complainants displayed a considerable amount of resentful- 
ness towards Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Fletcher and the witnesses on 
his behalf, also displayed. a ‘considerable amount of resentment: 
This had a tendency, in my “Opinion, to color much of the ‘testi- 
mony, including the affect, or possible affect, of the release, or any 
statement that might have been made by Mf. Fletcher in connection 
with the release. The testimony as to statements, other than the 
release, is not strong, but the inference is possible that they were 
not flattering to Bros, Cole, Coley and Dobbins. (Tr. 934, et seq.) 


Mr. Fletcher is a man of many years of- experience in the labor 


movement. He was honest and sincere as far as this record dis- 
closes, and has, as indicated .by the. testimony of the claimants 
themselves, ‘fought vigorously for the interest of organized labor 
and his organization. He is one of the oldest members. in the or- 
ganization, while many of the complaining. witnesses are compara- 
tively newcomers in the organization. In other words, Mr. Fletcher 
regarded this organization somewhat as Mr. Sims did on the other 
side of the ,case, as his baby. To be subjected to what he re- 
garded as unjustified attack f his source, he doubtless felt was 
particularly galling. He felt'he"was, prevented from answering at- 
tacks that were made upon him ‘in the May 4th meeting of the 
union. He felt that by reason of the fact that his duties as an In- 
34 
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ternational Officer took him away much of the time, that he had 
lost personal contact with the membership, and that he had to pub- 
licly carry his fight to the membership.. He seemed to feel, and in 
my opinion with some reason, that he had been goaded and needled 
to such an extent as to require that he answer publicly. 


While all of this is not a justification for the publication, it is 
matter that should be given considerable weight by way of mitiga- 
tion. It is difficult to- measure any harmful affect of the release 
generally, the news articles are not particularly fearsome, nor do 
J concede they could do a great deal of harm to a verile union. 
Unions hàvé come to expect, and to, receive, adverse criticism, and 
most people read such comment arf give it such weight as their 
own ideas conform, or otherwise. In-fact, attacks on unions are 
sometimes beneficial in solidifying, its friends. ` They dre fot. of 
course to be commended nor encouraged for this reason. d 

To me there is no convincing evidence that the union was ser- 
jously, or even slightly, injured by, the release. | i 


These and other circumstances seem. to me to be mitigating and 
to justify a mild penalty for the publication of the release, which 
was the single charge established. - ~ (NE 
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L. B. Sülgrove, : i 
Hearing Officer. pn 


TO The Honorable William McFeteridge; 
International President of the B.S.E.I. Union 
and the International Executive Board. 


GREETINGS: " " € s 


5 


We are fully aware of the seriqusness of our action in petition- 
ing your office and the International Executive Board for redress, 


No. 6 leaves us no other alternative. 


but the action and conduct of the present official staff ‘of Local 


In our opinion the present staff of Local No. 6 has long since 
ceased to represent*or-activate themselves in the intérest and wel- 
fare of Local No, 6, its members and the whole labor movement 
in general. eot 


We contend that whenever-a "goverriment, International, Na- 
tional, Local, or other governing body,-ceases to represent the con- 
structive interests of the governed, a-change as determined by the 
governed through its legally constituted representatives is impera- 
-tive. nes 

This, in our opinion, is the condition existing in Local No. 6 
today. You and your office and the International Executive Board 
being our-source of redress, compel-us to appeal to you through 
the medium of the enclosed petition. ^ — 

"Lloyd T. Burno 
35 


“ PETITION 
TO “The Honorable Williart McFeteridge, 
1" "International President.of the B.S.E.I; Union 
* „and the International Executive. Board, 


GREETINGS: 


, Whereas, for the past several years there has existed, and still 
exists, a state of suspicion, disntion and turmoil on the part of an 
overwhelming majority of’ the members" of Seattle Local No. 6 
of -the ‘B.S.E.I. Union regarding the administration’ of the affairs 
of Local No. 6 and the activities and conduct of the executive staff 
of Local No, 6, 'the same being, in the opinion of the undersigned 
members of Local No. 6, detrimental to the best interest and wel- 
fare of the International, Local No. 6 and organized labor in gen- 
‘eral, x : m. 
We therefore petition yotras International President*of the 
B.S.E.I. Union\and the International Executive Board to remove 
forthwith from office’the entire official staff of ‘said Local No.'6 
B.S.E.I'Union. E i : 

r "We further petition:you arid the:Executive Board as-follows: 

1. That a special election be-held, the saine to be supervised 
by representatives of, your. office and the International Executive 
Board. = 

2. That a competent ‘perseh-or persons be placed in charge of 
the affairs of Local No. 6 pending. the. special election. 

OR: a A EE " 

3. That your office together with’ the International’ Executive 
Board or its representatives, supervise the regular nomination meet- 
ing.scheduled for November 9, 1947,.and the General "Election 
scheduled’ for December 14,1257: gt oe 
n. £ That’the method of. voting bé done: by ‘machine, the sanié’ 
to be under the supervision of ‘representatives of your office’ or of 
the International Executive Board. i 
K ¿2 NOTE; Machines for the-election can be.ob- 
xe oy -tdined, FREE .of “charge from the KING 

COUNTY ELECTION BOARD. 
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| i There are transmitted herewith for your information and such action ix 
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n Attorney Cineyal ed 7; 1948 | 
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Fo} pigens | 


(> Building Service Employees! International Union 838055 
in cessent CEDE cena s NA 


ł 
ł 
: Marzkall Pield Énployeos UnionlL,cal 242 AE: 
j 
1 
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_ you may care to take, copies of a letter addressed to this Bureau by the above ' 
Ecaptioned indivicusl dated December 15, 1947 as well as a copy of my reply. 
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4 T^ «ofer regum iz vc. nu STATES GOVERNMENT f 1 vw z 
rid E b» e ak . s. 4 
10  *« The Director a H DATE: September 15, 1948 
FRAC : Ur. D. X. Ladd i 
SUBJECT: — WILLIAM L, MC FETRIDGE - 68054 | 


Reference is made to the memorandum from your office dated 
Septenber 13, 1948, concerning the telephonic request of Miss Alice 
O'Donnell of the Attorney General's Office for information in our ta dem 
files on William McFetridge of the Building Service Euployees Intemational 
3 Union, AFL, ] 


Attached heretg is. d memorandum transmitting in blind memorandum i 
= fora public source infomation on the captioned individual in Bureau files. à 
This Pureaü has never “conducted any investigation on McFetridge himself 


x although there is a máin case file, 100-179874, containing a news clipping. ¢ 
3 There is no evidence in Bureau files to indicate that McFetridge is or ever i 
& was affiliated with the Communist Party. A 
Y E 

For your possible interest in connection with this request, there Ds 


is UN) is attached to this menorandum to you a clipping from the September 9, 
FR 1948, issue of the Washington Evening Star reflecting that William Le, | 

% McFetridge, President of the Building Service Exployees International Union, rob 

Y. ~S AFL had announced that his Union's Executive Board had passed a resolution, e 
45 endorsing the candidacy of Thomas E. Dewey for President. ` OE 
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Office Memor ndum 2 UNITED E GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, BI DATE: February 14, 1950 
4 1 | 
ROM : GUY OTEL, SAO, WASHINGION FIEID ps l 
v 24 
SUBJECT: FATHER PAUMMGNALLY FT 
|j» ' Bean, Georgetown Medical School 


29th and Reservoir Road, N. W. 


Washington, De C. , diio Wan pA 
\ 


» Sa e 
is made to Bureau telephone call to SAC OTEL on February 
10, 1950. 
N Father McNALLY was interviewed Ù Gnt LAWRENCE KIRVAN on 


February 10, 1950. 

Father UcNALLY edvised that he woNpatters which he wanted to 
report to the Bureau, He stated that the first situation involved the 
attempted unionization byXocal 82 of theBuilding Services Employees, AFL. 
He advised that during the past month be had received two letters from 
representatives of the local requesting that he negotiate with them. 


On January 27, 1950, he stated that he met with one SAMAERVINE, 

an attorney representing that union, and one ROBERT P.ASATIEY, and a woman 

MINAS, first name unknown, both Negroes and employees of the Georgetown 
Hospital. Father McNALLY edvised that his suspicions were aroused by the 
manner in which they conducted themselves, and he was of the opinion that 
they were Communists. He could give no specific information, however, upon 
Which he based his opinion that they were Communists. He reiterated that he 
had met these three individuals only once and had no other information about 
them. He stated that he wanted to pass this information along to the Bureau 
for what ever value it wuld be. In addition, Father McNALLY thought that 
the Bureau could be of assistance to him in dealing with the union. He 
pointed out in conclusion that he had already turned the matter over to his 
attorney and had further advised the representatives of the union that under  ; 
the Taft-Hartley Act hospitals did not necessarily have to allow unionization \y 


of their employees. 


It was pointed out to Father McNALLY that the FBI did not conduct 
ective investigations of union activities, and that it would be nae 


to give him information which he could use in dealing with the local. He 
stated that he understood the situation perfectly, and that as long\as he 
could be of some assistance to the Bureau, he was satisfied. i 
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A check of the indices of the Washington Field Office reflected that 
one SAM LEVINE is known to be an associate of Communist functionaries in : 
Washington with lew offices in the National Press Building. He has in the 
past represented various locals of different unions in this, area. Ho record, 
Was found, of ROBER?.P. PAIIEY and no record could be found of a woman named 
LUCAS who.could be identified with the individual named by Father McNALLY. 


; Father NcNALLY also. advised that he had become suspicious 

of one MARTINARUBIN, Associate Professor of Chemical Pathology, 
Georgetown Medical School. He-stated that it had. been reported to. Kim 
that RUBIN was friendly with "foreign appearing individuals who. visited 
him." Father McNALLY made available the personnel file on. RUBIN which 
reflected that hë vas born on November 2, 1915; at New York City. He 
atténded the City College of New York from 1931 to 1934 and. from 1935 
‘to 1936. He also attended the University of Iowa from 1934 to 1935 

and Colwbia University from 1936: to 1939.. He then did clinical work 
at Mourit Sinai, Hospital and Johns Hopkins Hospital. He was employed 

by Nallace ani Mernan:Products Incorporated, Belleville; New Jersey; 
from 1941 to- 1946 and by the Schering Corporation as a Research Chemist. 
He was employed by Georgetown Hospital on the recomiendation of Doctor 
CHARLES FASESCHIGKTER. father McNALLY. had no further information 
concerning RUBIN or GESCHICKTER. i a . 


A review of the. files.of the Washington Field Office reflects 
no information concerning RUBIN ox GESOHICKIDR, 


B ‘The results of the above interview are being furnished the. Bureau, 
for its information. No further action will be taken by this office. 


(HUBERT ZL.BERTZ 
[65 Hiliside Avej \ 
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BRONX viO INDEXED +79 T 


The Post Hone ilews, acting on pleas fron union members and labor leaders > 
has investigated for five nonths the officers of Local S8D,The Bronx, Building 
Service Puployeos International Union, AFL. This series tells the story of the 
10-year rule of Thonds Ft is, president of 32 E vith its 5500 suverintend- 
ents, sorters, elevctor nen and doornen, It isa story of unsavory officials 
crushing nenbers with a dictatorial constitution, of heavy dues and secret fi- 
noncos, of hounding all opposition out of homes as yell as jobs, of the 
greedy attempt to strangle c brother AFL union, and of backing down from sone 
activities only after repeated warnings by the district attorney of possible 
indictment ond protests fron responsible labor leaders, Its theme is thet 
Thomas lewis is a labor outlay who betrayed his members and the lobor movo- 
nent, 

Thomas T, Lewis, president of Local 9E, the Bronx, Building Service mm- 
ployecs International Union, AFL, has increasingly appeared in the role of 
chicf snokeszen for Bronx: labor. He even recently hezdod the roccotion com- 
nitice representing labor which welcomed tho Preedon Train to the borough. 
Every Bronx worker has a stake in Iouis! attenupts to be the borough's labor 
spokesman, varticularly in view of the following record; The Loccl's new - 
vapor says Lewis was first installed in high office in 1959 by George Scalise $ 
International Suilding Service president who shortly after got 10 to 20 years 
in Sing Sing for'looting the International treasury, Scalise knew 52E's 


officers well, because it vas his home local, 


lewis, of 2454 Tiebout Avenue, has been arrested five tines » for rave, 
cesaulting a policonan, assaulting a union member » Vehicular homicide, and 


conspiracy, He vas never convicted, with three cascs dying in grand jury. 
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Within a year of boconing president ; Levis was susoended by the Interna- 


tional Union after a blue-ribbon citizens! committee investigated his rule of 
the Bronx local, 
lovis! officers include; ` 
CZORGYOLELRATTA, 666 East 259rd Street, secretary-treasurer, ond ifICHAEL 
fh 
TIURI, business representative , both a22ointed by Scalise in 1959, Shortly 
after his appointment, Camarctta wrote a colunn lavichly praising Scalise 
a couvle of months before Scalise was arrested, Cameratta has also made in- 
consistent sworn statenents in state and national elections, 
iun EITERI, 1535 ifecombs Road, who resigned during this investige- 
tion, was a business representa ive vho s»ent 10 years in Sing Sing. The In- 
ternational constitution cays no ex-convict shall bo an officer’, 
uerfus, 100 Grand Concourse, union attorney who is a forner- 
counsel for Comiunist-front outfits, and forner treasurer of the Friends of 
the Soviet Union. He has violated the spirit if not the lav of court order s 
restraining the union from trying to evict a superintendent, 
Tae International officers have not answered telegrams from union mon- 


bers and the Post Nono ilevs on conditions in 22K. 


The 52E constitution conflicts with the International one, yet Lewis seys 


the International officers have approved it. 


The local constitution was not distributed to members for years, although 


the International constitution reouires distribution, 


Lewis 2ronised the Post Home Heus a signed version of thc eeu clouded 


constitutional history, but reneged when tho agrecd deadline cane, 
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The locol cons 


titution allows Lewis to name the election committee to 


oversee voting, end also »rovidos that after polling the ballot boxes shall : 


be turned over to hin, 


Tho constitution says nenbers can be expelled on such vague charges as 


Joining novenents which impair the norale "of any American institution", 
Tnitiation feces oro $100, and superintendents vay 55 monthly duos, although 
sone neke under (300, Local 523 in lianhatten charges 12,00. ` 
Lewis rofuses to print e fincücki stitenent, and members charge they do 
not know where the union noney goes, Local 52B prints one semi-annually, Levis. 


promised this 


nevsvaver a signed 1948 financial statenent, thon renoged, 
Henbers nay various assessments, and fines for not. attending: volitical . 
neetings, 

One nenber in one year paid 2365 in: dues and assessments, none of it fines 5 
vhich vas about five per cont of his sdlary, 

The union in 1948 received, 230,000 fron congratulatory cüvertisenents at 
$100 a vege fron Bronx lendlérds in. the annual dance journal, 

The union spends an estinated $65,000 annually on salaries, The offic ers 
have cix cars, registered in their om nanes, but void for, they say, by the 
union, 

Signed statenents in the files of this newspaper, plus court docunerits ? 
trace a pattern ofourging of nonberó-xho, protest, 

ienbers are almost honelessly tranned, The landlord's contracts say they 
nust evict suspended, as well as expelled, members from job and home. 

Lewis excuses ell charges by saying he gets "bondfits and raices! forhis 


nen, But alnost all unionsheve gained wege increases in recent years, and as 
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for benefits, there are prime examples of neglect, 


The officers are rightfully proud of a welfare fund »aid for by employers, 


but it covers only half the nombers. 


Seniority mecns little in getting a chance at a better job, although 
thore is an amazing difference in vork conditions in the estimated 600 Bronx 
apertnent buildings the union serves, 


The local, which has cdooted few orogressive union policies, hes no real 


job burecu, Zech business ro»resentotive handles ooenings in his om terri- 


tory, with side deals cn obvious possibility, 


The nester contract! with landlords reads weil, but as various benefits 
are struck out for many neubers thoncno is grossly misleading, The men work 
long hours and much harder than usually realized, yet many are poorly paid, 


The irregularitics are surprising in a union with a virtual monopoly in 


* 
` 


tho Bronx, 


Lewis recently backed down fron an attempt to teke avay the servicing 
of coin-neter laundry machines from en authorized brother /FL union. He had 
practically wived out the smaller union when he-stonved after threc develon- 
nents: 

(1) This novsyapér began investigating Local S2E; 

(2) Villien Green, presidont of the AFL, confirmed that only Local 1569, 
Jnternetion;l Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, had the AFL charter, Levis 
hed clained he hed AFL perm ssion, 

S) Dist. Atty. Foley called Lewis in and gave him a final warning about 
possible indictment. Foley was concerned about charges fron mieto ser- 


» 


vice end operating firns in the Bronx P their business vas being ruined 
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by cn alliance between 525 and on associction of Bronx operators. 


The independents; meny of then voterans stcrting in business » charge in 
stiienents filed with thisnewsoesor thet the association was to hire only 


oxy Hon, In return, they say, 52% would protect cssociation machine locations 


by pressing landlords to refuse to deal with independents, 


Tao independents chirge thet 528 superintendents vere ordered to »ull 
the electric plugs on their nachines until they joined the association, Once 


in, they say, their business vas frozen beccuse they were not supposed to 


| 


bid on an association menber's locction, 


Å 


Levis and the association deny any alliance, though Lewis admits trying 
to organize the workers, and the Association admits a "gentlenan's -egreenent" 


4 


not to touch each other's sites. 


iMzrey Baron, who aschairnan of the Hovhatten Liborol varty recently led 
the successful fight to clect Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., presented tho inde- 
pendents! caso to Foley, Baron is a notedlabor attorney indorsed by such 


progressive labor figures wt as Dcvid Dubinsky. 


(The noxt article will toll how Tommy Lewis rose from elevator boy at 19 to 
union president ct 21 — and the men who helped him nake it). 
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,BRONX UNION #2 

Thomas F, Lewis, president of the Bronx Building Service 
Union, says he is a self-made man. l ! 

Lewis, only 31 years old today, fought his way up from eleva- 
tor boy at 18 to president at 21. He burns with ambition, is enor- 
mously confident of his own abilities, and reddens in anger when 


asked if he owes much of his Spectacular rise to two notorious 


labor leaders sent to Sing Sing for stealing union funds. 


The two men are George Scalise, former president of the Build- 
ing Service Employees Int!l Union, and Sam "Pirposex brams, who 
preceded Lewis as president of Bronx Local 32E. l 

The sensational conviction in 1940 of Scalise for looting. the 1 
International treasury gave a powerful push to the political career 
of prosecuting Dist. Atty. Thomas E. Dewey. . 

Scalise got 10 to 20 years for stealing $60,000 over a period 


of years, His downfall revealed a nationwide net ofcorruption 


among Building Service officials. 
In 1913 Scalise had received 44 years on a white Slavery con- 
viction in Brooklyn, and in 1941 while in Sing Sing he received 34 


more years for income tax evasion. 


He knew intimately conditions and men in Local 32E because it 
was his home local. He was the Bronx delegate to the 1935 Interna- 
tional convention. l 

A few months before Dewey arrested Scalise, the International. 
president had Lewis appointed to the number two spot in Local 325, 
according to the local!s newspaper, "32E Events", Several months 
later Lewis became president and has been since. 

Lewis succeeded Sam Abrams who fled when his mulcting of an 


estimated $100,000 from Bronx landlords and Local 32E was discovered. 
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Abrams received 23 to five years in Sing Sing after explaining 


that the "honey" began pouring in so fast that first he dipped one 
hand into it, then the other and finally the "honey" was over- 
flowing both hands. l 

When he became 32E president in 1936, Abrams had already 
served 24 years for highway robbery in OkYahoma and had been ar- 
résted for felonious assault in Brooklyn in 1932. 

Lewis insists that he always fought. Scalise and Abrams, and 
that it is unfair to say they helped him. He could not even remem- 


Scalise's having appointed him so the Post Home.News showed. him a 


| 


1939 Gopy of his local's newspaper which said so. 

When Abrams became president in 1936, Lewis was‘a muscular 
elevator boy of 18. Abrams soon appointed him a dues. ‘collector, to 
coax reluctant members and to persuade landlords ‘to -sign up. 

By May 1939 the 21 year .old Lewis had. been advanced by Abrams 


over veteran members to.the post of organizer. He was-listed in 


the union. paper immediately after Abrams and. Hymi inger, General 
— X 
organizer, : 


When Lewis was arrested. and indicted for felonious assault 
in 1938, Singer was booked with him as: having acted in concert to 
beat up a member, A B ronx grand jury indicted the two men, but 
a petit jury freed them. 

Singer "resigned" from his number two Spot. along with Abrams 
in September 1939 when the union funds were missed. 

In 1921 Singer, who like Abrams and Lewis is a powerfully 
built man, received 60 days in Manhattan for felonious assault. In 
1941 the International Brotherhood of Teamsters revoked the charter 
of a truck drivers! local because the ex-convict Singer ‘had become 


resident, E 
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Lewis himself has had frequent brushes with the law. Never 
convicted, he has been arrested five times on charges of criminal 
attack, assaulting an officer, assaulting a union member, vehicu- 
lar homicide ; ànd conspiracy. 

The 1936 conspiracy and 1938 vehicular homicide charges were 
dismissed. He was acquitted with Singer on the 1938 charge of 
assaulting a member, 

The criminal assault case in 1940 was dismissed by the grand 

, jury. The arresting officer signed the affidavit ; but the woman 
did not sign, 

In 1947 the grand jury dismissed a charge of felonious ass- 
ault by a policeman who said Levis hit him when the officer tried 
to stop a street fight between Lewis and another man. 


In 1944 Lewis staggered into Morrisania Hospital with two 


Slashes across his abdomen. He said he had fallen down Some stairs. 
While detectives questioned him on the Suspicious nature of the 
cuts, a business agent for a rival union came in suffering from a 
wound in the left arm. He said Someone had attacked him from be- 


hind while he was watching a crowd fight. Detectives found no 


record of a crowd, and said they would investigate. 

When Abrams ànd Singer left 32E in September 1939, Scalise 
sent in his righthand man Isidoro" Tezy Sehars, to oversee the 
local.. 

The following summer Schwarz was to receive a suspended sen- 
tence because he turned state!s evidence on Scalise after pleading 
guilty to participating with him in a 53-count indictment for ex- 
torting $100,000 from hotel owners. But in the fall of 1939 


Schwarz was still Scalisets "Eastern representative!!, 
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The constitution allows the International president to suspend 
a local in a crisis and appoint temporary officers. The November 
1939 "32E Events", the local's newspaper, reports that Schwarz 
said the new officers would be: 

MichaebWtafuri, top man as General Business Manager, brought 
in from outside the local, and Tommy Lewis, number two man as 
General Organizer, | 

Six months later in March 1940 Tafuri Stepped aside to become 
à business representative, and the 21 year old Lewis was elected 
president and’ general manager in a bitterly fought campaign, 

Lewis denies it, and inSists that Scalise opposed him. At 

21 years of age, as he pictures it, he had triumphed in a long 
fought battle with entrenched union gangsterism, and set about 
reforming the Brónx local. 


(The next article will tell how Lewis went about "reforming" 
Local 32E, and the ring of officials lie collected about him to 


carry out his plans). 
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BRONX UNION #3 Q l P 
When Thomas F, Lewis became president of khe Broni Building Ser- 

vice Union in Nar, 1940, after the previous president, Sam Abrams, » 

had fled with union funds, he vowed in the local's newspaper that 


he would reform the union, 


~ 
To help him reform Local 32E, Lewis surrounded himself with 
the following officials-and advisers: 
HERMAN BERNSTEIN, 1515 Macombs Rd., business representative who ' { 


resigned during this newspaper's investigation., He spent 10 years in 
Sing Sing for armed robbery, The International constitution says 
no ex-convict shall be an officer. 


JACKQUES BUITENKANT, 1000 Grand Concourse, Local 32E attorney, 


with a record from 1929 to 1933 as defense counsel for many Commu- 
nist-front groups, In 1938 a Brooklyn judge ordered his ejection 
from court after accusing him of being involved in a suspect 
affidavit. 

Buitenkant has directed the union court battles to expel and 
evict members who protested Lewis! method of reforming. In at least 


one case he indicated that a landlord should evict a member when a 


court order was in effect ordering the union to treat the man as a 
member in good standing, 
GEORGE, CAMMARATA, 666 E, 233d St., secretary-treasurer “under 
Abrams as well as Lewis; fulsome praiser of the notorious ex-convict 
George Scalise; and maker of contradictory sworn statements at the 
polls in state and national elections, 
MICHAEL TAFURI, business representative, whom the local's news- 
paper "32E Events", says was PLETAN sent in as top man to re- 
place Abrams by the crooked Sai tae: then president of the Inter- 
national Building Service Union. When Lewis became president a few 


months later, he kept Tafuri Sy a business representative. 
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Lewis insiste he always opposed Scalise, although his newspaper 
says the International president ap»ointed him to the number two 
spot in the local in Sept, 1939. Scalise originally came from Local 
32E. 

A column in "32E Events" by Cammarata clarifies the relationship 
between the 32E officers and Scalise, It appeared in the Jan. 1940 
edition, several months after the appointments of Lewis Tafuri, and 
Cammarata were reported; 

"We are particularly proud of our General President, Mr. George 
Scalise... We are especially proud to have him a s a member of our 
local, That's an honor no one can take away from us... He is a darned 
good man for the job and a swell guy", 

Two months iater, in March 1940, Lewis was elected president. He 
now says Scalise bitterly opposed him in that election, 

If so, Scalise apparently switched from " a swell guy! to Lewis ! 
enemy within that two months, 

This is puzzling because Tafuri and Cammarata admit that they 
liked Scalise until a month after Lewis! election--until April when 
they were "shocked and.disillusioned" to hear of Scalise'!s arrest 
for plundering the union treasury. Scalise had to resign and was 
sent to Sing Sing by Dist. Atty. Thomas E. Dewey. 

Cammarata has at times changed his mind about numbers as well as 
people, In the 1948 presidential election he registered and voted 
from 666 E. 233d St., stating he had lived in that same election dis- 
trict for 10 jeans: and had last voted in 194, voting from the 
same address. 

This is flatly contradictory to his sworn statement in 1946 
when he voted from 190 E, Mosholu Pkwy., stating that he had lived 


in that election district for two je and had last voted in 1945, 
/ i 


Voting from the same address. 

Cammarata explains that he "intended" to live at 190 E, Mosholu 
Pkwy, He apparently intended to do so for three years, because in 
1945 he voted from 190 E, Moshobu, stating that he had lived in that 
election district for 10 months and had last voted in 194, voting 
from 666 E, 233d St. 

‘Herman Bernstein, the bus,. representative who resigned during 


this newspaper's investigation, was paroled June 29,. 1938, -after 


serving 10 years for armed robbery in the lst degree, He was dis- 
charged from parole in May, 1948. 

Lewis says Bernstein resigned for private reasons, and hired him 
because it is the duty of Society to give a man another chance, 


The Int!l. constitution is not so charitable, stating, "No per- 


Son who has been convicted of a felony.shall be eligible to hold 
office", 
Levis claims that this restriction applies only to elected 
officers, not to appointees. The constitution makes no such restric- 
tion, saying, "Officers under this. section shall include members of ' 
the Local Executive Board, Business Representatives of LocalUnions..! 
Lewis has not always distinguished so acutely bétwe&n hiring 
and electing representatives. The June 1948 edition of "32E Events " 
which lists Lewis as editor, in reporting the last election, begins: 
"Thomas Lewis, our president, and the entire slate of officers,, 
trustees, executive board, and representatives were re-elected." 
Jacques Buitenkant, 32E attorney, frequently appeared from 
1929 to 1933 as counsel for pro-Communist groups. Today he says, "I 
was just a young lawyer try$ng to get along. I am P eebEasniy no Commu- 


t nist, and never have been", 


slg- : 
* Tn 1928 Buitenkant as attorney for the International Labor Defense 
League, Long called a Communist Front, represented four alleged 
Communists charged with conspiracy to distribute handbills which po- 
lice said called the Supreme Court an "infamous Body". 

In 1930 he represented the Communist Party in an unsuccessful 
attempt to get the city to allow the Party to parade from Union 
Square up Broadway with an open coffin-containing a corpse. | 

In 1930 he also represented J. Louis Engdahl ; Communist: candidate 
for lieuténant governor, at his arraignment when a Red demonstration 
at City Hall ended in a riot, l 

In 1933 he appeared for the Shoe and Leather Workers Union and for 
the Needle Trades Workers Industrial Union. l 

The Un-American Activities Committee 1944 report lists Buitenkant. 
as treasurer in 1929 of the Friends of the Soviet Union, USA Section. 

Suitenkant's ejection from court came in 1938 when Kings County 
Judge John Fitzgerald, after accusing him of taone about a suspect ` 
affidavit in a case, said, "Take him out, Dontt say another word 
cf I'll lock you up" 5 , 

Last December Buitenkant walked the fine edge of legality to let 
a landlord know he wanted him to dismiss and evict a building super 
while a court order was in effect which restrained the union from 
interfering with the member's rights. (The full case will be given 
later). Buitenkant of course as 32E attorney is paid by the members 
to protect their rights. l 

This newspaper held many conferences. with Lewis and Buitenkant 
before printing this story. Buitenkant several times shouted that 


this newspaper was trying to kick the labor movement around, and 


warned that he might parade two or dies thousand 32E members up 


Grand Concourse with banners denouncing the Post Home News, 
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Lewis, who had vowed on becoming president in 1940 that he 


would reform Local 328, was asked if Cammarata, Tafuri, Bernstein, 


and Buitenkant had been of real service, 


"That's right", he said, "We've all worked together", 


(The next article will tell how the officers reformed the local 


constitution, even when hampered by being suspended a while after 


a blue-ribbon citizens! committee invéstigated the local). 


z ic " 
wu b. d. Q um Ù 
Bronx Union #h 
H 
Thomas F, Lewis, President of the Bronx Building Service Union 


for 10 years, was re-elected to another three year term in May 


1948 by unanimous vote. 
It was a tribute to the efficiency of his Local 32E constitu- 


tion, because Lewis is frequently embroiled in attempts to expel 
from home and jobs the members who criticize the way he runs the 
union, 

His current constitution provides that Lewis shall appoint the * 
committee to oversee elections; statés that after polling, the 
ballot boxes shall be turned over to him; and provides a method 
of electing whereby members do not vote, 

Lewis has refused to put himself on record with a signed version 
of the localts constitutional history during his 10 year reign, 
and the International officers have hot answered queries from 32E 
Members and this newspaper about the following facts; 

For over six years the members were not given & correct local 
constitution, although the International by-laws require that 
the local constitution be distributed to each member, : 

Members charge in signed statements filed with this newspaper 
that for years they did not seo any constitution, and that the 


one currently distributed appeared only after an expelled member 


questioned the original 1937 constitution's validity in court, 
Although Lewis promised to reform by by-laws when he became 

president in 190, the current document is more dictatorial. 
The local constitution provides that members can be expelled 

on such vague charges as "impairing the morale of any American 


institution. "PL 


The local constitution also glaringly conflicts with the Inter- 
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national by-laws, yet Lewis says the International has approved 
it, 

Lewis was suspended in March 1941, within a year after be- 
coming ‘president, by the International Officers after a citi- 
zens committee investigated Local 328. 

A seven man elected committee spent three months drafting a 
democratic constitution, finishing in February 1942. The 32E 
officers are on record in court with revisions in 1941, 19h45, 
and 19}7--but do not mention what became of 1942. 

Today's by-laws say on the front cover: "Adopted 19373 Re- 
vised 1915", with no mention of 19l2 and no indications in the 
constitution that any reform was carried out, 

The reasons why the International officers Suspended Lewis in 
19h41, but have been strangely indifferent about 32E affairs ever 
Since, help explain why the local constitution is worse than 
‘the original one, 3 

Lewis was suspended shortly after George Scalise résigned as 
president of the International Union and went to Sing Sing for 
stealing an estimated $60,000 from the union. 

The spectacular prosecution of Scalise by Dist, Atty. Thomas 
E, Dewey focused publio attention on widespread corruption among 
Building Service officials. - 

William MeFetridge, the new International president, promised 
he would -clean house, and appointed a citizens committee to in- 
vestigate. One of the three committee chairmen was Arthur S. 
Meyer, today chairman of the W.Y. State Mediation Board, 

The committee turned over its evidence and conclusions to the 
International officers, who have told the Post Homé ‘News that 


they cannot locate the report on Lewis. 


[6 


ty 


197 


$ 


LUE. 5» OQ 7 


But the proceedings of the International Executives Board meet- 
ing in Chicago on March 3, 191, said: 

"As a result of the Committee's report, the officers of Local 
32E were suspended, and the General President took over.,..until 
the affairs were in a business-like condition and an election of 
officers was had", 

About a year after Lewis! suspension, when the public interest 
had died down, an election was held, and Lewis was re-elected with 
his same officers and virtually the same 1937 constitution. 

On March l, 197, Lewis was asked by August Thiede, a super- 
intendent about to be expelled, for a revised constitution rather 
than the 1937 one, Lewis answered, "It has not been printed", 

The union had not printed a copy by 1947 although it is on 
record with three revisions in 1945, 19), and august 19l0---~ 
Which means that for over six years members could not get a 
correct constitution. 

Thiede took the case to court s charging expulsion from home and 
Job under an incorrect constitution. Jacques Buitenkant, 32£ 
attorney, presdnted as the binding local constitution only the 
1937 document. Thiede, a lone superintendent, lost his case, 
but at that time did not know the full facts as uncovered in this 


investigation. 


A few months after the Thiede court case » the current constitu- 
tion was distributed to all members, 

The, current by-laws permit members to be expelled under vague 
charges, as oase histories of members to be given later will dem- 
onstrate, One sample charge indicates the spirits 

"Paragraph S., Section 13: Members shall not join in any move- 


ment that will obstruct, retard, impede, or impair the progress of 
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$ this organization, that may impair the morale of the AFL, or any 


Amerioan institution, our International or our Local Unión, are 
subject to. expulsion from the organization", 

The bad grammar belongs to the constitution, but the power to 
decide what is an American institution belongs to the union offi- 
cers, 

Six examples show the ways in which the current Scnetanutaon is 
Worse than the 1937 document: 

The original by-làws said amendments must be printed in: the 
union paper; the executive board will set officer salaries 3 ballot 
boxes shall be turned over to the. union ‘trustees after balloting; 
the trustees shall retain election records for six months; and 
elections are by secret ballot, | The international constitution 
was printed with each local copy. 

The current constitution says nothing about : printing amendments; 
nothing about who shall approve. officer salaries; nothing about 
retaining election records, It says the ballots shall be turned. 
over to the président immediately after voting, provides an escape 
clause which mocks the secret ballot; and does not have the Inter- 
national constitution printed along with -- a direct violation of 
International requirements, 

The constitution says Lewis as president is also business mana- 
Ger; shall appoint the committee ruling on membership applications ; 
decides whether a strike shall be called; negotiates a11 contraots 


with employers; and makes tall necessary expenditures in furthering 


the. welfare" of 32E, 


With such powers Lewis is a hard man to beat. He is even a hard 


man‘ to run against'uünder the provision which says that if a candie.. 


date has no opposition, the secretary shall oast a vote for the 
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‘whole local, "thereby declaring the officer elected", 


The constitution does not provide for write-in nominations, and 
members say they do not dare nominate against Lewis in open meeting. 

The local's newspaper described the 1948 elections: 

"Brother George Cammarata (secretary-treasurer) nominated Thomas 
Lewis, our president, for re-election. This was widely received and 
with cheers from the members, one ballot was cast by the secretary 
and the nomination unanimously carried", 

The story tells how the officers in turn nominated each other and 
were declared unanimously elected. i 

Against this background still stands the forlorn provisions of the 
Current local constitutions; f 
"The voting shall be by secret ballot", and "nominations shall be 
held in April", one month before the elections. 

(The next article will tell of thé Local 32E finances--the heavy tri- 


bute from members, and the officers! refusal to publish a financial 
statement. ) 
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<BRONX UNION #5 


Thomas F. Lewis, president of the Bronx Building Service Union, 
refuses to publish a financial statement for his 3500 members., 

Lewis! Local 32E charges 100 initiation fees -- four times as 
much as its brother union in Manhattan, Local 32B. 

The Bronx union charges 35 monthiy dues, although some superin- 
intendents make under $80 a month. Local 32B charges j2. 

Bronx. superintendents pay a "permit fee" or about 32 per 25 
earned in overtime work, Local 32B charges nothing. 

The Manhattan local publishes a complete financial statement twice 
8 year in its union magazine, 

Lewis never publishes a financial statement. He promised the Post 
Home News a signed 1948 statement, but after weeks of delay he refused 
to put himself on record. 

The Bronx union takes in vast sums from its 3500 members. The 
monthly dues alone amounted to an estimated $168,000 in 1948. 

One superintendent, whose case is not unusual, pays five per cent 
of his salary in dues and permit fees. 

Local 328 officers use six cars registered in their own names as 
owners. They were paid for by the union. Lewis gives an "insurance" 
reason which underwriters ridicule. 

Officers give members worthless, undated dues receipts--and ex- 
plain they do not have time to date them. 

Members face fines for not attending special meetings to hear 
politicians. 

lembers charge in Signed statments filed with this newspaper that 
They have no idea of the union's financial status. They say that 
fiscal reports read out Ü meetings are EY goat and impossible to 
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The officers of the parent International Union have not answered 


pleas from 32E members and this newspaper to investigate the local's 
finances, 
Lewis gave this newspaper a series of remarkable explanations 
about the officers! fiscal practices. 
Superintendents! monthly dues jumped 150 per cent in little over 
a year, going from $2 in 1945 to 35 in 19h6. 
Lewis said that even superintendents vith low paying 32E jobs 
could affort the 55 monthly dues, because they have outside vork; 
This-newspaper asked Lewis if a union had just claims on whatever 
- .8 low. paid member could make outside. He said the high dues are little 
enough for the "unusual benefits" his men ‘receive. 
Yet the members! only "unusual" benefit--a hospital and. insurance ' 
program--is paid for by landlords. 
Lewis Says any member cán see a monthly financial statement pre- 
pared by certified public accounts--by asking an officer. 
Members CARTES that they fear reprisals if they ask to see the re- 
ports, Most unions publish statements, so that no member has to create, 
.an issue by asking to see the record’ personally, 
Lewis says he will not publish a statement because Suhdtords could 
gauge the union's strenght in a strike, l 
Yet the officers boast of the local's strength and cite its strong 
closed shop: position, They declare that in winter a landlord can sei- 
dom hold out over five days, Fuel trucks rarely cross pteket lines, 
Lewis justifies the $100 initiation fee by. Saying many men make 
side deals with landlords to. do extra work without pay in return for a 
y job.and the landlord's payment of initiation. | 
: He says so many landlords willingly pay this high fee, rather than 


hire honest 32E men, that he. may raise the tariff to $200. 
* 24 
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The result of course is that the- honest applicant also pays $100 
? --0ut of his own pocket. The Manhattan local charges $25, 

This is an interesting explanation. Lewis justifies high initia- 
tion fees because he says so many dishonest members work with the land- 
lords to betray union rules, Yet he also Says any member, honest or 
not, can see the financial records--which he will not publish for fear 
landlords may find out what they say. 

Veteran Bronx members, who see. the union giving prized jobs to 
newcomers, recall that the longshoremen's union was recently exposed 
as accepting men for high initiation fees, when good positions were 
already scarce, 

^ ~~ During the wartime manpower shortage, 32E began "permit fees", 
A member could handle two jobs if he paid the union about $2 per $25 
earned in the second one. ` 

As-the. member continues to pay his regular dues, thé union gets 
more than if two men were vorking. um 

Lewis says the union took a lárge part of the men's extra pay so 
that at war's end they would not mind so much giving up the second 
job to returning members. 

He also says the officers continue tlie System because they hate 
to cut out the higher living standards the men with two jobs enjoy. 

This is another interesting explanation, If there is no unem- 
ployment today, there seems no justification for hitting the men's pay 
so hard, 

If there is unemployment, the union presumably should make sure 
each member has one job before worrying about reducing the scale of 


living of the member who has two, 


The Manhattan local has no such permit fee system. Its use in 


the Bronx poses the question as to whether it is designed for the 
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members! Welfqre--or for their money. 

When Mayor O'Dwyer ran for election in 1945, Lewis sent out a 
letter: "Dear Brother... He (O'Dwyer) will appear at the next meeting.. 
those members who do not attend shall be fined $3". Lewis says it is 
his duty to make sure his men hear pro-labor candidates. 

Local 32E Officers frequently omit dates when they write out dues 
receipts which of course makes them worthless. 

One 32E representative, Jimmy Coope of 1555 Grand Concourse, said - 
that he had no time to put dates on dues: receipts. ‘He said members l 
lined up to pay just before monthiy meetings began, and he had to hurry. 

Lewis said he could not afford to get more staff to fill out re- 
ceipts, ub Da xe dub g : " | 

This newspaper asked if he though 3500 members would oppose paying 
Several people for a couple hours work each month. | 

Lewis answered that he had been cons idering à quicker method-- 
rubber stamps, The idea that rubber stamps could replace a human being 
explains a lot about Levis, —— 

The union paid for six cars. As of last March 15, the state 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles listed them as owned by six officers: Four 
1948 Hudsons, George Cammarata, secretary-treasurer, am three business 
representatives, Henry Chartier, Coope, and Stanley Unger, a 1948, Ford, 
Jemes Lynch, representative; and a 1947 Chrysler, Lewis. 

Lewis said the local registered the cars as owned by the officers 
because a serious auto accident suit might wipe out the union treasury, 
He did not feel that this constituted an unetlical attempt to avoid 
paying possible street victims crippled for life. 

Lewis also said that "the bills of sale were signed'over to the 
union", Ho one was worried over the fact that, if the bills were mis- 


placed, the union vould have no legal claim to the cars. 
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The Post Home News conferred with three underwriters, specialists 
in auto casualty insurance. The three specialists had never heard of 
an organization which owns cars and registers them in the names of in- 
dividual officers, One said that the many unions for whom he has 
written policies always keep their cars in the name of the union. 

He dismissed Lewis! insurance explanation as "baloney". He said 
it would not "save" the ünion treasury, because the union would be 
liable anyway if an accident happened while on union business, 

Today Local 32E is big business, with its $100 initiations, $5 
dues, permit fees, fines, dance assessments, and strike assessments. 
lewis insists he handles the money well. Members, who do not dare to 
demand a personal look at’ the records, will have to take hs word for 
it--unless the International Union officers ond their indifference 
about investigating conditions in Local 32E. 


(Next article will be about the poor working conditions of many mem- 
bers, and how the union has power to get decent conditions for all), 
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BRONX -UNION--#£6 

Members, of the Bronx Building Service Union charge that union 
officers encouraged them to strike, then deserted them to landlord's 
pérsecution and eviction, 

Other evicted men charge in signed Statements filed with this 
newspaper that they received no food or rent money while- unemployed 
for weeks,. despite officers! claimed payments,, 

The union's 3500 members have no job placement bureau, Each 
officer handles jobs in his own territory, with side deals an obvious 
possibility.. 


Members work long hours with low pay.. Hours. and wages range in 


. extremes from job to job--although wage hour standardization is an 


elementary function of a union.. 
i Seniority gives no assurance that a member will ever get a 

chance at a better job. 

The "master contract! with landlords is sadly misnamed, for 
benefits are struck out for many members,. 

The tragedy of thé union's -3500 men is that they have suffered 
needlessly, 

The union president : Thomas F, Lewis M Strains for the role of 
outstanding labor statesman of the Bronx.. Ironically he could have 
been--by moulding a. strong; progressive union to lead Bronx labor,. 


But Lewis, with all.his flaming will and burning ambition, 


. Seems incapable of realizing that a Hillman or a Dubinsky gains 


stature which a self-serving, rough-shod labor boss can never 
approach,. 


This newspaper confronted Lewis with charges about his back- 


ground, officers, finances, constitution, and purging’ of protesting 


members.from homes and jobs..He brushed aside these accusations, 
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declaring that what counts is that "I get benefits and rgises for 


m 


my men", 

Lewis says he has hired a statistical expert to show the hun- 
dreds of raises and many benefits he has achieved, 

But most labor leaders in recent inflation years have secured 
wage increases, More pertinent is that many 328 men are still 
poorly paid, 

Ás for Lewis! "benefits", the word has meaning only when it 
includes working conditions, such as job Security against the ruth- 
lessness of either landlords of union officers. 

Lewis has headed Local 32E for 10 years, There has been, and 
still is, a chance for a leader to build a progressive union to get 
decent conditions for all members. Lewis says he has already done so. 
If he believes this, the former elevator boy has forgotten how his 
members live; 

Superintendents in good apartment houses may make over $200 
monthly plus apartment, have a helper, an oil-heated house, an 
incinerator, self-service elevators, and not too many tenants, 

They tend their oil burner for a half hour at morning and 
evening, haul no ashes, and get a six day week with pay for the 
seventh day or holidays. 

Such men are fortunate. But many supers make $100 monthly or 
less, plus an unfurnished apartment. In winter they get up at 5 AM 
get furnaces going by 5:30, shovel coal every hour until 10 PM, They 
have an expression; "You sleep with your coal"... 

Most supers collect rent, keep accounts, shovel snow, dump gar- 
bage, haul ashes, wash down stairways, get hauled out of bed at 3 AM 


to fix a jammed elevator door, and must never leave the building 


untended, 436 
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Lewis, who negotiates contracts with landlords, sáys he has to 


make allowances for each one's ability to pay. It is doubtful that 
the. union knows landlordsi complete financial status; and mill owners 
used to plead. poverty to excuse paying children 25 cents an hour, 

Lewis. says he does. the best he can., But he has boasted that 
landlords seldom can hold out. over five days in a strike. Fuel trucks 
rarély cross picket lines,. and courts do not take strike excuses for 
unheated apartment buildings.. | (| 

With a closed shop position in the Bronx, 32E has the power to 
get: decent Working conditions for: all members. 

Local 32E has no: job. purgan; where opening ss would be posted for 
senipr men or first applicants., Officers hàndlé jobs in-their own 
territories, which leaves the door wide open fór favoritism or 
‘side deals,, i 

‘One superintendent charges that for months he asked his represen- 

tative for a better jobs, À good opening went to a new hàn, who paid 
the usual $100 initiation fees. 

Other members say they found better jobs through advertisements 
and employment agencies--and discovered the open jobs were under 
'32E contract, | 

Members report a general, pattern.óf receiving no help from 
‘officers when abused and evicted ‘by landlords. A super in à non-union 
housé joined Local 32E which promised him a wage increase, a day: off, 
and ;picket support. He charges the union sent only one picket for a 
few moments a day., He lost the strike, and the landlord threw him out,. 

Another ‘super. joined 32E and picketed,, The landlord took his 
revenge for having to sign up, by waking the Super several times 
every night, for MONLRIS Hé insisted the Super "recheck the window 


locks" or "put in a new hall bulb", nJ 


fro 
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n Lewis told the sleepless super he could do nothing about the 
landlord or a new job, But the super's fellow members told him 
about a 32E job open for days, which he took at a $25 monthly pay 
cut. to escape his landlord, 

Later case histories will -show a series of men whom. landlords 
évicted soon after the supers spoke out against. the officers. | 
Lewis says that when a member is evicted, the union cares for 
his family's food and rent bill until a new job is found, The follow- 

ing charge indicates all members may not get such benefits: 
The union promised a position to a 32E Super with three children, 


no job,.and no home, But when he called the union,, he was ‘told his 


particular representative was on vacation: He got his job, after 
three months--but "at no time did the union provide clothing, hous- 
ing, or food for my family", : 

The "master contract! is sadly misnamed, for officers permit 
landlords to strike out various benefits, 

One super had to pay his v gas and lights bill, and another 
charges he had to work on holidays with no extra pay--although the 
"master contract! says landlords shall pay for both benefits, 

Members do not participate in the negotiating of their contracts, 
and they charge that officers do not let them. see the signed docu- 
ment, 


The union does have a good welfare fund, paid for by landlords. 


It provides life and accident insurance, sickness and Surgical bene- 


fits. with maternity included. But the policies cover only about half 


the members, and if a man moves to another 32E job not covered, he 
has to continue paynents. himself, 

Lewis says he has also secured many injunctions against land- 
lords trying to evict superintendents. unfairly, and frequently takes 


landlords! dismissal attempts to ;ppbitration, This is creditable, but 
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Ás no more than well paid officials duty, It liardly excuses any 
abuse, 

Lewis in recent years has set out to become the oustanding 
labor statesman af the Bronx. He poses frequently with politicians s 
and gives them his labor indorsement, He recently headed the 
committee representing 30 Bronx AFL unions. He even headed the 
reception committee, representing Bronx labor, which welcomed the 
Freedom Train, 

Meantime, in 32E, members pay heavy dues. Hours are ‘long, and 
pay is often low, There is no job bureau, Seniority means little. 
Members are charging in court that officers purge them from jobs 

- and home when they protest conditions. Others say they lost their 
jobs when officers deserted them to landlords! persecution, 

Lewis could have won the mantle of Bronx labor statesman, with 
a progressive union, But, in poetic justice, his lack of vision 


took him down the wrong road--dragging with him the welfare of 
3500 men, 


(The next article will tell how officers have purged members from 
homes and jobs for protesting conditions in Local 32E). 
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' It would be hard to replace Thomas F. Lewis as president of the 
Bronx Building Service Union, for the stories of members expelled 
from job and home after criticizing him show that he crushes the 
slightest signs of rival leadership. | 

The charges of expelled members in court records and in signed 
Statements filed with this newspaper trace a general pattern: Long 
time members were evicted by landlords as incompetent, or else ex- 
pelled by the local, soon after criticizing or running against Lewis 
and his officers, 

The pattern starts with the man who ran against Lewis in 1940, 
when Lewis was first elected union president. The ex-member charges 
that officers eliminated him by first refusing to accept his dues, 
and then expelling him for non-payment, 

The pattern includes candidates against the Lewis slate in the 
early 1940's, and takes in men expelled in 1946 and 1947 after 
speaking out against a heavy dues increase, 

The pattern carries through recent months, in which officers 
after long court battles expelled members who tried to form a 
legitimate party for reform in the local, The expelled men selfishly 
tried to rule or ruin the anions Lewis claims, 

This newspaper does not believe so. The important point is that, 
even if the members had, it would not excuse officers! violations 
of democratic procedures in their union trials. For even the guilty 
would deserve to have someone else judge them than the same officer 
who accused them, £ven the guilty would deserve the full 10 days! 
notice of trial which the International constitution requires. . 

Even the guilty, before their union trial is completed, should 
not be fired or see their families thrown out of théir homes under 


a union contract which orders landlords to evict members who have 


merely been suspended. N cun 
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Even the guilty would deserve to be presented with written 
‘Specific charges, naming time and. Sides So that they would pre- 
pare a defense, . 

Even the guilty should not feel threatened with loss of home 
and job if caught talking with critics of the officers. 

The charges of expelled members during the 10 year rule of 
Lewis show a marked similarity:(indicate more .comes latey, there 
are of earlier years), 

Edward Vatcher, now aged 64, ran against Lewis for union pres- 
ident in 1940 and lost. He has had a long and honorable trade 
union career, and is a master of parliamentary procedure. Vatcher 
headed the union until 1936, when the exconvict Sam Abrams, who 
preceded Lewis as president, took over the local, Abrams fled with 
union funds in 1939, His appointed protege ; Udine; was left as 
to-ranking official, 

The husky young Lewis beat the aging Vatcher in an election 
for a new president, But Vatcher's prestigé and watchful eye remain- 
ed Lewis! greatest concern, Seven months later Vatcher found him- 
Self suspended, he. says, "for inciting a riot", during a meeting 
at which he tried to speak out. against Lewis! conduct, 

Vatcher's suspension took a. peculiar form. He was prohibited 
from attending meetings for one year, "in à deliberate attempt to 
Silence my opposition.", l 


J 
A few months later the International Union suspended Lewis 


„and his officers, temporarily, and reinstated Vatcher, after a citi- 


zens committee investigated the local. Vatcher continued speaking 
out, Lewis! officers could not bulldoze him with a mock trial, 
"Instead, they evolved an easier way of eliminating me; The 


officials steadily refused to accept my dues for six months, then 
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, expelled me in early 1945 for non-payment of dues", 
Another former longtime member writes that he was expelled in `` 
1943 after "I had run for the office of trustee against the incum- 
bent officials.. Ve felt that officials were subverting our union 
to racketeering, and said so loudly and clearly at union meetings..." 
"They frequently told us they would get us out of the union if it | 
was the last thing they did", 
He says he was expelled for refusing to picket his house, al- 
though. it was under contract--and that officers had manuevered him 
out of his previous job, l , 
On Nov, 6, 1946, superintendénts! dues were raised from $3 
to $5 monthly, Some make under $80 monthly, and the dues had already 
been increased from $2. to $3 the previous year. == 2 
Hubert Albertz, a veteran superintendent, spoke against the ‘ 
dues increase at the Nov. 6 meeting, Twelve days later, his land- | 
lord fired him, saying tenants complained about him, The officers | 


expelled Albertz. on March 4, 1947, under Article 26 of the local 


constitution: l | 
"Dissension; Any member found guilty of an offense discredit- 

able tothe Union or who endeavors to create dissension among the | 

members, who works against the interest and harmony of the Union or j 

Who advocates the dissolution or division of this Union, shall be 1 

fined or expelled, as the Executive Board may direct," eet 
Local 32E's officers have employed this flagrantly vague sec- ., 

tion as their favorite tool in expelling critics under P guise of 


protecting the "harmony" of the union, The officers hurled man 


cherges at Albertz during his union trial, concentrating on 
"»lottings'! against them. 
The charges, whether true or not, gave them no rj ght. to harass 


Albertz about his circulating a ie for repeaY of the dues Bry 


E i t€ C Ga tras Nm = * 4o ——À 


L4 


increase, Albertz today has a low paid superts job outside the 
Bronx; for he cannot find work in the borough of Lewis, 

À member in good standing, typical of several, writes: "In 
January 1947 I was quizzed by Lewis as to whether or not I had 
talked with Albertz or signed his dues petition... 

"He advised me not to associate with Albertz...About June 1948 
I was again told that Albertz was dangerous company to keep',, 


The question is, dangerous to whom? 


(The next article will tell. the story of two members., The courts 
COUld not save the first from dismissal and eviction. The second 

found the union attorney representing him at a legal proceeding 
to protect his. job, while the same attorney in another court 

ie oag his charge that Local 32E officers had physically 
eat im e E B m - "Em 


| 


prat t a 


: I" E 
BRONX UNION #8 9 | 
i The -Bronx Building Service Union, under Thomas F. Lewis as presi- 

Gent, violates court order to purge members from jobs and homes who 

goin a reform movement in the local. 

Officials ordered one landlord to fire and evict a superinten- ? 
dent before his union trial was completed, A court decision ordered 
the officers to leave Frank Davenport alone, but Jacques Buitenkant $ 
the union attorney, wrote to the landlord, indicating he must evict 
the superintendent, . 

Another M Marcel Rosset, found himself with Buitenkant 
representing him barons the State Mediation Board to protect liisJob, 
Buitenkant. at the same time in another court was denouncing 
QOSSeUts charge that officers. of the union had kicked. and beaten him, 
with. a. plunge down the union office Stairway putting him in the 

hospital, , 

Officers’ have also violated the union's constitutional require- 
ments for a fair trial while expelling members of the reform party. 

Vhile Rosset in court was charging union officers with beating 


hin, the officers. held a union trial and expelled him, Both members 


lost their jobs and their homes, and had to leave the Bronx to find 
work, 


The officers last Oct. 6 called in. Davenport and questioned him 


about. the approximately: 20 members ,0f- 32E in. a reform group, named the 
Committee for Decent Democratic Unionism in Local 32E. 

George Cammarata, Local 325 secfy treasurer, grilled Davenport 
about his attending the reform party's meetings, and concluded: 
"Davenport consorted and ‘associated with those conspiring against ' 
this union", 

The union gave Davenport a summons to trial on "o 26, with 


only five days notice, The hg redüifos 10, to give a 
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member a fair chance to prepare a defense, The only written charge 
Javenport received was violating "Article K: Cooperation--It shall 
de the duty of each member to cooperate with the officers of the 
union and to obey orders..,!!, 

Edward HarriS, Who also presided over the trial, made the 
charge, so that he was both judge and accuser. 

The officers refused to lét Davenport be represented by a lawyer. 
. They said the constitution provided that only a member in good stand- 
ing could represent. him, ‘and Davenport knew the risks for any member 
who spoke up for. him, Davenport walked out on the trial, charging 
unfair procedures, cand, the officers .suspended him; . 

Hé had to leave his home and job; but got another superintendent 
position through an ádvertisement last llov,.15. Three days later his 


landlord told hii he must: evict him at union orders because he was 


suspended, Davenport gòt a court order against the union, which gaius 


"Ordered, that pending the hearing, the- defendants(Local32E 
officers) be and. they hereby are restrained from interfering with 
any and all the rights: of the plaintiff herein to full. and completé 
membership in Local 325., and from interfering with their(Davenportts) 
employment with employers having contractual arrangements with 325, 

The order restrained only the unioh, not the landlord i but he 
gladly let Dayenpoxe stay, telling this newspaper he found him a 
satisfactory employee, 

The court order was. in effect from Nov. 29 to Dec. 27. Duis 


that period, on Dec. 16, Buitenkant, 32E attorney, sent the landlord 


‘a letter; "This is to advise you that Frank Davenport , now employed 


hy you, is no longer a member of the union in good standing, and has 
beef suspended from membership., 
"I refer you to the contract.. In the event of suspension, expul- 


Sion or resignation from the mor of'any of its members, employed 


* 


gane ea E celo Eos m La - eret io 


P -23- O 


oy the employer, the said employer UPON WRITTEN NOTICE from the 
l union thereof, WILL IMMEDIATELY DISCHARGE such employee and replace 
nim with members of the union in good standing!. 
"I THEREFORE EXPECT YOU TO ACT ACCORDINGLY(underscoring ours). 

Thés newspaper confronted Buitenkant with the letter and asked 
him if it did not constitute: contempt of court, With labored words 
and sweating face, he finally said it did not, that "I merely advised 
the landlord of his position", The letter and court order Speak 
for themselves, 

Davenport, worried from week to week about a home for his fam- 
ily, at last sickened of the continual harassment, He got himself a 


lower paid job outside the Bronx, 


- - - Marcel Rosset, another reform. group member, went. to Local 32Ets _ té 


office: last Nov. 18.:He sought union help against. his landlord, who 
wanted to fire him, says Rosset, because he would not do extra work 


which union rules forbid. Rosset says the union officers gave him a 


run-around, ignoring his pleas because they knew he was a member [| 


of the reform group, 

When he persisted, several officers "kicked, pulled, püshed, and. 
punched me," Rosset Says, hospitalizing him with a plunge down the 
stairs. He names as a leader in the fight Herman Bernatein, ex-con- 
vict who resigned his 32E post during this investigation. 

Rosset filed criminal charges in court against Several officers l 
on Nov, 27.They filed counter charges, claiming he was the aggressor, 
The case, adjourned, is due this fall, 

On Nov. 30, Rosset's landlord, took steps to dismiss him. The 
Local opened an arbitration. hearing before the NY State Mediation 
Board, as the uninn contract requires. Rosset lost, Buitenkant, who 
insisted that he represent. Rosset because he was his union attorney, 


Was.at the same time denouncing Rosset in court on the ‘criminal As 
r 
wend 


e a 9A, 


Q Pis Q 
"e beating charges, The Post Home News asked various lawyers as to ` 
a their opinion of Buitenkant! s defending Rosset in one action while 
&ttacking him in another, Their consensus; "You will never catch 
me doing it", . 

Louis Finkelstein, 1868 Fielding Pl., The Bronx, is president 
of the landlord corporation,. Finkelstein pictured Rosset, whom he 
had emplóyed for over two years, as a man of physical violence.. He 
said he feared to go near his own building. Yet he offered no 
proff of Rosset!s alleged violence ; and later admitted he has rare- 


ly gone near the ous teine because an agent handles it. 


Rosset entered a petition in which 54 of the 57 residents in- 
dorsed hin, Finkelstein claimed a tenant had told him she Sibned 


the paper through fear of-Rosset--but “he could not,name -the -tenant.,. 


Five residents personally testified for Rosset. No resident resti- 
fied against hii. 

Finkelstein admitted he would do"anything"to get Rosset fired.. 

Buitenkant at one critical point defended Rosset in peculiar 
fashion, He took the landlord!s agent on a verbal tour, apartment by 
apartment, asking and hearing of work allegedly not done by Rosset 
in each, The tour took up 20 pages of testimony. Buitenkant then let 
RoSset explain--but asked àbout only a couple of the many apart- 
ments mentioned. The hearing then ended, with a vast cloud of 


charges of neglect left unanswered., Rosset lost. 


The dexterous Buitenkant -once rebuked the landlord's attorney 


od es oh a mim eye 


for implying that Rosset was a mental case without any proff, Six 
days before, Buitenkant, while denouncing Rosset in court on the 
criminal beating case, flatly declared he thought Rosset was a 
"psycho!--and offered no proof, 

The State Mediation Board officials say they were not informed 
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by Buitenkant hat, when he appeared for Rosset on Dec. 8, the union 


had on Dec, 1 already expelled Rosset. Officials said they should 
have been informed, 

The union trial charged Rosset. with starting the fight with 
officers, He requested an adjournment, saying he would have to dis- 
close evidence about the fight which he would need in the court 
case, The officers refused to adjourn his case, 

Rosset asked that he be allowed a. lawyer to defend him. He 
was refused, Edward Harris, presiding officer, said,"If you don't 
feel you are wrong, why must you have somebody else come here and 
talk?" 

. Rosset. refused to stay | without counsel, and he was casing 
Hie, like Davenport, left the Bronx to get ifc: béyond the each l 
of Lewis, ; 

But the remaining 3500 members face the fact: No member can 
feel safe in job or home when the union will violate a court order 
to purge iin; violate the union constitution in his erial, and 
allow his accuser to be his judge ór his lawyer; 

(The next article will tell how officers recently wiped out all 


organized opposition by purging the reform group's leaders). 
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- The officers did not take Meyers! -case- to arbitration. M jE z 
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_ Officers of the Bronx Building Service Union recently wiped out 


M 


their last organized opposition, They purged from jobs and homes 


the remaining two leaders of a: small group of members which dared to 
protect conditions in the local, 

To get the last two leaders fired and evicted, officers under 
Thomas F. Lewis as president used the following tactics:A landlord 
says he hurriedly evicted one member, Sam Meyers, during a hard rain 
at officers! insistence, although. thé courts had ordered the officers 
to leave Meyers alone in his job and home, 

The union contract says à landlord cannot evict à member with- 


out ‘submitting to arbitration--unless the officers waive the clause, 


The officers last Oct, 20 "suspended" Meyers: and Joseph Ach, 


the other reform movement member, Lewis ardered their landlords to 


fire and evict the members, even though the men's trials were not 


= 


yet completed. 

The men faced eviction on 10. days notice, for superintendents! 
homes are not protected by regular rent laws, ny a court order 
saved them temporarily. "omes 

The officers tried the two men on charges of conspiring to break. 
up the union, Their accuser Bressded over their trial, They received 
vague written charges, naming neither time nor place of alleged 
actions, so’ they could not properly ‘prepare a defense, 

The officers gave them only 5 days trial notice , although the 
constitution requires 10, and then refused them more. time to. Peepers 


their case, 


A state supreme court justice ordered the union to give the men 


a new trial, but his decision revealed a remarkable tolerance toward 
pR Ih- SL ; 
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‘Local 32E as have viciously denowhced and smeared two 
‘Catholic organizations which helped 32E members to get court protec- 
tion for their homes and jobs.» 

The union first tried Ach and Meyers last Oct. 20. For "specific 
charges, the union merely listed five sections of the local consti- 
tution; 

"Every member shall so conduct himself as to bring peace and 
harmony between himself and brother members". 

"Must not join movements that'impair the progress of this or- 


ganization... impair the morale of the AFL, or any American institu- 


tion..." 


"...Who endeavors to create dissension among the members, who 


works against the interest and harmony of the union..." 


"...conspiring 'with individuals or groups dedicated to sub- 
versive movementst,.." l 

George Cammarata, secretary-treasurer, summed up the officers! 
feelings in court papers by saying: 

"Their hands ane dirty with a cheap conspiracy, conceived in ; 
lust and dedicated to destruction...People with dirty hands have nó 
place in a court of equity". l 

The two members as a matter of fact had not been caught smug- 
gling the union's financial report to Robert Taft or planting bombs 
under the officer's automobiles. E 

The sinister movenent was a budding reform party of about 50 
signed up 32E members who were distributing leaflets asking that the 


officers publicly explain their constitution, finances, and personal 


histories, i 
The party, named the Commmittee for Decent Democratic Unionism | 
in Local 32E was formed in January 1948. Meyers was elected chairman, l 


Lewis denounced the group as a "rival union" bent on ruinin E 
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his local, But in its published literature, the party urged 32E 
members to stay in the union and reform it, as any normal union 
party would do, 

The reformers! platform includes: Publishing of certified semi- 
annual financial reports, secret-ballot elections run by an elected 
committee, and an elected committee to distribute job openings. 

The union claims that the party was fomented by the Association 
of Catholic Trade Unionists to disrupt Local 32E, 

The ACTU did offer the reformers a meeting wack; advised them 
on democratic union practices, assisted them in writing their leaf- 
lets, and defended them without charge in court against Lewis, 

The reputable and well-known ACTU was founded for just such 
activities, It had pioneered in teaching progressive trade unionism, 
and has aided members in many locals to secure democratic conditions 
Without taking them over, despite Lewis! professed fears, 

John Harold, 51 Chambers St., is the ACTU attorney who has 
fought in court without pay to save 32E members from unfair eviction. 
A prominent labor aoe; he was Gen. Douglas Macárthur!s top | 
labor aide in Japan in 1947, heading the Labor Relations Branch, | 

Roger Larkin, executive secretary of ACTU has helped the reform 
party in its pamphlet campaign among 32E members to publicize 
Lewis! actions, 


Jacques Buitenkant, the 325 attorney who has even been thrown 


| out of court by an enraged judge, has tried to befoul Larkin and 


Harold while under court room immunity. 

Buitenkant has called Larkin a "racketeer" and Harold a'devout f 
followers of a cult", Harold is a former president of the Catholic 
Labor Defense League, of which Buitenkant said, "What need there 


is in America for such organizations, I am at a loss to know, , ,!! 


Because Ach and Meyers had well paid 32E jobs, Lewis credits A 
their joining the reform party to greed for power, This, he implies, 
is bad--a strange sentiment from the man who rules like a czar, The 
Story of Joe Ach could teach Lewis why men with well paid jobs 


Still rebel, 


Ách had been a member in good Standing for two years when he 


Spoke out at a' meeting in late 1946 to protest a dues increase from 
$3 to $5 monthly, Within tlie month he received a dismissal notice 
from his landlord, after 4 years service, "I felt that he evicted 
me because the union wanted him to do So", Ach says, - 

"Lewis told me there was nothing he could do, My case was not 
taken to arbitration, although the union contract provides such 
procedure" automatically--unless the officers waive the clause, 

Lewis frequently speaks of his caring for evicted members. ach 
says, "During that 6 weeks (until he got another job) , L received 
no financial help", When the reform party was founded in early 1948 
Ach was ready to join. i 

Last Oct, 20 the officers could no longer stand. the steady 
hammering away of the group's leaflets, which challenged their con- 
duct of the union's affairs, The officers called Meyers and Ach 
totrial, suspended them when they walked out in protest over thé -^ 
violations of fair trial procedure, 

The union ordered their landlords to fire and evict them, but 
the ACTU saved them temporarily by getting a court order to protect 
them pending a court trial to demand reinstatement, 

( The next article will tell of a remarkable court decision on the 


union trial of Meyers and Ach, and how 32E officers finably purged 
them to quell their last outspoken critics in the local). - 
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v There are no outspoken critics of the officers of the Bronx 
Building Service Union today among the 3500 members, The last. two 
protesters were purged from homes and jobs after the courts toler- 
ated a union trial with unfair and unconstitutional procedures, ` 
The two supérintendents were the last leaders left of a reform 
party which asked public questions about the constitution, finances, 
and personal histories of the officers, They were tried last Oct. 20 
on charges of conspiring to break up the union, 
Their accuser presided over their trial, Théir trial notice of 
only five days violated the constitutional requirement of 10, They 
were.refused more time sg prepare their case, and refused more 


Specific charges than vague accusations which named neither time nor 


place of alleged actions, |, eT Are M CE. : 
Despite this, a state supreme court justice ruled that the evi- 
dence did not show the officers, wrder Thomas F, Lewis as president, 


had been "arbitrary", 


Members will think long and hard in the future before risking 
similar trials in which the courts see no wrong. 


A landlord agent says he later evicted one of the two men at 


32E officers! insistence, at a time when another court had ordered : 
the officers to leave the man alone in his job and home. 


The officers tried Samuel Meyers and Joséph Ach, the two super- 


intendents, last Oct, 20, The men walked out in protest over the un- 
fair trial procedures, They were indefinitely "suspended", and Lewis 
ordered their landlords to fire and evict them, 


The men got a court order to protect their: jobs pending a court 


trial in Supreme Court, 


Last Dec, 20 the judge in his decision ordered the officers to 
leave the men alone in home and job until they received a new union 


trial, This would seem to indicate. their first trial was unfair, for 55d 
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otherwise the Qr had no apparent reason ta order another one, 
3 But the court made light of the members! claims of unfair procedure, 
and gave the officers a clean bill of health.. 

Edward Harris, the vice president who preferred the charges 
against Ach and Meyers, also presided over their trial. Poobah in 
"The Mikado" is hilarious as judge, jury, and Lord High Executioner 
rolled into one. But the humor wears thin when men's homes and jobs 
are at stake, 

The "specific" written charges ach and Meyers received were 
in a summons saying they had violated "Article E,K, R,S, and Z” 
of the local!s donstitution, That was all, : ` 

The quoted articles say in vague terns that members must coop= 
erate with officers, mot create dissesnsion among otheř members, 
and not engage in subversive movements or moverients . that" impair the i 
morale of the AFL, or any American institution,..". 


Merely citing the articles, with no bill. of particulars, is 


like calling a man to trial on a charge of murder--without telling 


him whom he was supposed to have killed. Yet Justice Greenberg said 
that -although the charges against Meyers and Ach "could have been 
more specific", he "cannot reach ‘the conclusion that the plaintiffs 
were not aware of the complaints...", 

This presumably is based on the fact that officers questioned 
the members once before preferring charges. against them, That. is 
a poor substitute for the specific written charges any RETR 
and any progressive union--would give the members, The court also 
said, "The notice (five days),. was in substantial compliance with 
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the by-laws and constitution of the Focal itne, 


That is true, But the Int'l Union Constitution is Superior to 
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the local one, And the two ments attorhdsg John, Harold, pointed out 


in court that the local constitutionts. retienen of only 3 days 
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notice is a glaring violation and contradiction to the International! 


required minimum of 10 days. 
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A parallel would be a state attempting totry a man under its 


own laws, passed in violation of the federal constitutionts Bill 


of Rights, 


The International Union officers have not answered telegraphed 


questions from this newspaper and from local members on this and 


other conflicts between the Bronx local and International constitu- 


tions, 


George Cammarata, secretary-treasurer, had the gall to claim 


in court papers that Meyers "refused to participate or ask for a 


postponement", But on the same page is a quote from Meyers at his 
trial: "I would like you to..,submit in writing the charges speci- 
fied and give me ample time to prepare my case", 

The court ordered a new union trial, although it had found 


nothing wrong with the first one, It explained that after all the men 


were only "suspended", 


The statement shows a failure to grapple with the key fact. 


Local 32E officers in court cloak themselves with the virtuous res- 
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traint of merely suspending rebellious members, Yet in reality sus- 


pension is tantamount to expulsion. The union's contracts flatly | 


State that a landlord &ust fire and evict a suspended member, 


The officers gave Meyers and Ach their second trial on jan. 17, J 


and promptly expelled them, Ach on Jan. 26 received a dismissal 


notice from his landlord effective the same day, i.e., fired without 


notice, The two men began a desperate search from court to court 


for protection, 


From Appellate Division they got new temporary court orders 


i 


restraining officers and landlords from interfering with their jobs, 


They filed in Supreme Court for a permanent injunction to force the P 
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"union to restore their membership. They' charged they were expelled 
by a prejudiced board, because the officer presiding was their 
accuser, and they were known critics of the officers, 

The heavy court docket will delay that case until this fall. 

Meantime they tried to have. their temporary appellate Division 
injunctions made permanent, The move collapsed because they could not 
get the almost $1000 needed. for printing court papers. 

The temporary order restraining their landlords lapsed on Mar. 
9, but_ the restraing on theunion remained in effect until Apri lk. 

Meyers" landlord evicted him on Mar. ll. He refused Meyers an 
additional day to move his furniture, despite a driving hard rain. 
This newspaper on Mar, 14 held à witnessed conversation with the law- 
yer representing the landlord. 

The lawyer twice stated that he had had to evict Meyers hurried- 
ly because a 32E union officer during the three days prior to the 
eviction had persistently phoned to insist he ordered out Meyers 
immediately. 

During this reported 32E phoning, the court order telling the , 
officers to treat Meyers like a member in good standing was still 
in effect, As such, it raises the question of .cóntempt of court. 
Jacques Buitenkant, the local 32E attorney, denied to this. newspaper 
that the union had pressured anyone into evicting Meyers, 

The union contracts provide that landlords cannot fire a member 
without going to arbitration automatically, unless the union waives 
the clause. Meyers insists he asked the officers to go to arbitration 
to prevent his eviction, 

Buitenkant told this newspaper he did not take up Meyers! 
case because Meyers had not asked him to, Once again, even & court 


order could not assure decent treatment for an enemy of Lewis, 
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Ach moved to Long Island to find work, and Meyers went. to Maine. 
Other leaders of the reform group had already been purged and 
scattered, The rest of the original 50 who signed the reform party 


pledge are silent, hoping the officers will not learn their names. 


The silent members are' caught hopelessly in a net. They cannot 
look to local officers. Their International officers are indifferent. 
The courts prove ineffective, and landlords cannot protect their 

own employees. 

Lewis for l0 years has hunted down and purged every outspoken 


member, Today there are none, 


(The next article will tell how Lewis dealt a death blow to a 

brother AFL Bronx union which serviced automatic laundry machines, 
and the stories of smell business men operating the machines who- told 
the district attorney how their business was being ruined). 
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i Bronx operators of apartment house laundry machines recently 


protested to the District Attorney that they were being squeezed out 
of business through conspiracy by Thomas F, Lewis, president of the 
Bronx Building Service union. The small businessmen charged that their 
machines had been torn apart; that they were asked to post "deposits " 
ef as high as 18,000; and that Purple Heart veterans had had to 

lay off other veterans because of loss of business. 


Lewis was grabbing for control of the city's lucrative coin- 


metered laundry machines, If he had got it, the city housewives! 
laundry costs might have shared the fate of his 3500 union members! 
dues, They were increased 150 per cent in little over a year, To get 
control, Lewis strangled a brother AFL union which had the AFL 
charter to service and repair laundry machines, 

Lewis had already expanded into Manhattan when he backed down 
after; 

(1) A third and final warning from Bronx Dist. Atty, Foley of 


possibly indictment, Independent. operators were charging conspiracy 


- by the union to monopolize the industry in restraint of trade, They 


said Lewis' union forced independents to join with an association of . 
laundry operators which would limit competition. The union in turn 
would get to service all the association's machines, and an eventual 
Bronx servicing monopoly. 

(2) William Green, AFL president, confirmed to this newspaper 
that Lewis--despite his claims--had invaded the jurisdiction of a 
brother AFL union, . 

(3) The N.Y, State Labor Relations Board found a member of the 
operators association guilty of unfair labor practices for forcing 
men to quit the authorized AFL union and join Lewis! union. 

(4) The Post Home lows told Lewis it would print the aaah 
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in signed case histories given this newspaper by small businessmen, 
many of them veterans with their wartime savings at stake, 

The independents! charges present a collective pattern of coo- 
peration between Lewis! local 328 and the Coin Metered Vashing Mach- 
ine Üperators iSSi Inc,, 384 E, 149th St., which is comprised of 
about 70 operator firms which own 4000 Bronx machines, 

The charges say that Local 32E ordered its apartment house 

_ Superintendents to pull the electric plugs on independents! machines, 
and to refer protesting to the union. K landlord who spoke up for an 
independent would face the possibility of a 32E picket line around 
his building, 

The independents charge that the union told them they must join 
the operators association àf they wanted their machines to run, 

Once operators joined the association, they faced a "gentlemen!s 
agreement" not to bid for the location of other association members. 
This of course prevented the smaller, newer operators from expanding 
by freezing the field in favor tf the older firms. The operators 
pay the association 75 cents monthly dues for tho first machine at 
any apartment house, and 50 cents for each additional machine. An 
operator may own several hundred machines, 

Operators charge they received no benefits from their dues ex- 
cept the unasked for protection of their locations from bidding. One 
summed it up: "I have never been told why I am paying, and naturally 
enough have concluded it is a pure and simnle shakedown", 

Besides the operators who own machines, there are Service firms 
which maintain and repair machines for operators. Heads of service 
firms told the district attorney that association operators would not 
hire them unless they enrolled their employees in 32, They said that 
before service firms could enroll their workers in the union, 32E 


made them owner join the operators aggociation. age 
^ E nori x 


The following signed case histories show the pattern of charges. 
Only non-essential details are changed, to prevent identification: 

A) The union told Mr. A, who services his own few machines, that 
they would not run unless he joined the laundry association, James 
Lynch, 32E official who headed the laundry invasion for Lewis , sent 
Mr. A to the office of Joseph Pizzo, a close friend of Lewis who han- 
dles the association's labor relations, Pizzo!s office collected 3 
months advance association dues from Mr. A. The union then collected 
3 months union dues at $8 monthly. Mr. A grosses about $22 monthly 
per machine, pays the landlord $7. He services his own to: save the 


average $6 monthly service charge. So he has $9 left for his interest 


as operator, out of which comes his machine purchase and installation 
costs of $200 and $225. "Now the union and association want to take 
$1 out of the $9 in combined dues". 
(B) Mr. B, a Purple Heart veteran, heada a Servicing firm. He \ 
recently had to let two men go from his all-veteran staff, because he 
had lost so much business, Mr. B services machines for both associa- 
tion operators and independents. Last Octover association operators 
told Mr, B he must have 328. servicemen, Lynch of 32E would not enroll 
his employees until Mr, B persuaded all his independent operator 
customers to join the association, which some would not do, Mr. B 
went back to the union, and Jacques Buitenkant » 32E attorney, pre- l 
sented him with a contract which he refused to sign: 
"It stipulated that I would have to deposit $50 with the union 
for every machine I serviced...", 
(C) The union asked Mr.C, an operator, to join the association. 
He refused. The union pulled, the electric plugs on his machines, ".I 
had had two machines in the same house mysteriously wrecked, and two 
other machines. at,.,wrecked, ‘The Side plates were off, the hoses cut 


the back wires pulled out, The money boxes were not touched.'I had 231 
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been in business for two years, and had never seen à machine wrecked 
this wáy,..I thought over these facts; and sent in: a:check to the 
association...Since, I have had no trouble with my machines," 

(D) When an association operator!s contract ended, a dissatis- 
fied landlord ordered him to remove his machine. He ignored the order 
for weeks, The landlord asked another operator, Mr, D, to uncouple the 
old machine and install his own, Mr. D and the landlord in separate 
signed Statements charge that the 32E superintendent refused to let 
Mr, D remove the old machine, i.e., a landlord employee was refusing 
to let a landlord remove a machine which had no legal right to be in 
the building. The superintendent backed down only after the landlord 
hauled him before the N.Y, State Mediation Board, The landlord adds 
that Lynch of 32E phoned ànd ",,,said that Local 326 and the Coin - 
Metered Washing Machine Operators Assn, were now affiliated, and he 
asked me if I could not let the (old) operator's machine remain". 

l (E) Mr, E, a longtime Service-operator, was told by the union 
that it would picket his machine buildings unless he joined the . 
association. Mr. E went to the district attorney, who made Lewis pro- 
mist to behave, But the machines remained closed, and Lewis. and Lynch 
offered Mr, E a contract: "The terms...were so harsh that it was. 
impossible to accept them, They required a deposit of $18,000...!". 
Mr. E E returned to the D.As, and Lewis again promised to Stop, But l 
Mr, E once again found his machines disconnected. In disgust, he 
stopped seeking new business, until Lewis quit after a third and final 
warning from the D,Á, The D,Á, received many case histories from 
Murray Baron, prominent labor counselor and chairman of the Liberal 
Party in Manhattan, 


Baron has a progressive labor record as ah official under David 
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Dubinsky in the ILGUU and Sidney Hillnian in the ACWA. He rep- 
resented the small Bronx independents ànd also the Public Service 
Equipment Council, Inc., which was comprised of about 55 per cent. 
of the city's laundry operators. The Council f elt Lewis would 
crush both unions and businessmen: in his Brab for control of the 


city's machines, 


(The next article will tell ‘how responsible labor leaders made. 
Lewis back down, and how a State Labor Board caso revealed close 
connections between Local 32E and officials of the laundry 
operators association.) 
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* Thomas Fe Lewis, president of thé Bronx Building Service Union, 


recently wiped out a brother AFL union--despite heavy fire from the 
N.Y. State Labor Relations Board, thé Bronx district attorney, Pres- 
ident William Green of the AFL, dnd other high-ranking labor leaders. 
À state Labor Board decision revealed hów Lewis dealt a death blow 
to the: fellow union, in an attempt to get control of the city's 
apartment house laundry machines. 

The Board tridl also showed close cónnections between Local32E 
and the officials of the Coin Metered Washing Machine Operators Assn., 
Inc., 38) E, 149th St., The Bron: an association of firms which own 
and operate laundry machines l 

Bronx Dist. Atty,Foley recently warned Lewie of possible indict- 
ment, Independent Bronx laundry machine operators were charging that 
Lewis and the operators association were conspiring in restraint 
of trade to Squeeze them out of business, 

The Labor Board ordered association operator company to rehire 
John Matola, a workman who also served as president of the invaded 
union, which had the AFL charter to service and repair laundry ma- 
chines, 

The firm fired Matola Because he would not resign from his 
authorized union, and go hat in hand to beg the usurping Lewis for 
permission to work as a member of Lewis! Local 32E. Lewis admits he 
was reaching for control of the city's lucrative laundry machines, 
by organizing all service and repair men, But both Lewis and the 
laundry operators association deny any alliance. 

The association denies that its members discriminated in hiring 
by favoring 32E servicemen, helping Lewis to establish a monopoly, 
Lewis denies that the union in return forced independent operators to 


join the association, by ordering 2E pe superintendents to- 
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stopped i: in February- when they withdrew permission. His retreat fol- 


to shut down the independents! machines, 

Thé association admits that » once the independents. join, they 
must abide by a "gentlemen's agreement! not to bid for each other's 
machine locations, This of course hampers the newer, ‘smaller inde- 
pendents in expanding. 

To get control of the city's machines, Lewis first invaded: and 
finally killed Local 1569, International Brother of Electrical workers 
He made the raid in defiance of AFL authority, for President Green ‘- 
told this newspaper that Local 1569 had the only: AFL charter in 
the field, 

Lewis had claimed ha. had AFL permission. He said he received 
"verbal permission! from his International Building Service superior. 


officers last October when 'he began his drive, He said he reluctantly 


lowed a final warning from the district attorney, 
Lewis still insists he was right, that Local 1569 of the Elec- 
trical Workers was too weak to organize the laundry Servicemen--and 


that Local 32E as the building service union should control all work i 


Pt hA te 


done in buildings, ‘ 
"Besides", explained Jacques Buitenkant s 32E attorney, "there 
is nothing electrical about a laundry machine except the plug", 


One fact exposes the ridiculousness of Lewist explanation: of 


having received permission from his International Building Service 
officers: The Building officers have no authority to grant Lewis the 
AFL permissioh, because the AFL granted that jurisdiction to the 
International Electrical, Workers, 

The International Building. officers. did not answer telegraphed 
questions from the Post Home News on this point as well as many others 

But Joseph W, Liggett, vice president of the International Elec- 
trical Workers, wired this newspaper: "Local 1569,IBEW, has had sole 
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complete AFL m over servicing and maintenance of coin- 
id Teter automatic machines in New York...Local 32E...has at no time du- 

.ring 1948-1949 had jurisdiction over coin-meter machines", 
President Green in a telegram to this newspaper verified that 
Liggett was correct, The State Labor Board last Mar, 14 revealed how 


Lewis assaulted Local 1569, The Board found one of the laundry oper- 


‘ator association's members, the United Meter Corp., 2984 Webster- Ave., 
the Bronx, guilty of unfair labor practices for firing Matola and 3 
other men to force them to abandon their ùnion ‘and join Local 32E. - 

The Board found that when Emanual Pariser, the companyts presi- 
dent, fired the 4 men "he called Matola aside and told him that..he 
had had a conversation with, Thomas Lewis,.that. Matola would. have to 

- bring his. resignation as president of 1569..and show it to Lewis | 

before he could become, a member" of 32E, 

Pariser added, "VrOvthat isthe only -way you can work for us", 
The other 3 men joinéd 32E and Pariser rehired them. 

Matola refused to join. 32E, The Board ordered. Matola rehired. But 
Local 328!'s widespread invasion had Sápped away too many members , and 
Local 1569 zd folded, | 


The trial examiner also. recommended that Pariser's company be 


ordered to stóp recognizing Local 32E as the exclusive representative 


of service men",,,unless and until" the Board certified 32E. 

The Board's report contains a surprising statement ‘by Pariser, 
who fired Matola, because it raises the question as to how close the 
operators association officials were to Local 32E. It is a critical 
point in view of the. many charges by small businessmen of an alliance 
between Local 328. and the association. 

Pariser explained he had to fire Matola. because he was: "being 
pressed" by Local 32E and the association, His justifying the firing 


by citing pressure from 32E and the association is odd, because the. 
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, "Lawyer who represented Pariser before the Board was Hiram Shields, 


who is also the association's attorney. 


You done let your opponent be your lawyer. Moreover, Pariser is 


not one of the independent operators who felt forced to join the asso- 


ciation, He is, in fact, one of the associationts founders, 

The association's certificate of incorporation, filed Mar. 26 
1941, lists Pariser as one of the 3 original members of its. board 
of directors, 

The most significant relationship is that of Lewis to Joseph P, 
Rizzo, the association's "industrial relations counselor", which 


means that he handled its dealings with unions. 


Independent operators charge that 32E sent them to his office to 


enroll in the association, before it would let théir machines run, 
Pizzo denies. any such alliance. He says he represents many organiza- 
tions in dealing with labor, and that 32E received no special coop- 


eration. 


Pizzo did admit ‘sending association members a letter on Mov. 17: 
"If you receive any communications from Local 32E..regarding negotia- 
tions for a labor agreement covering your omployees, please inform 
the union you are a member of this association dnd will be covered by 
any master labor agreement which may be negotiated", 

Pizzo explained that when the. association's hiring contract with 
Local 1569 expired, he began negotiations. with 32E because it "seemed 
to be absorbing the field." 

He added that the association did not go through with it "be- 
cause Local 32E did not prove its undisputed jurisdiction", 

This cold legalism sharply contrasts with the affectionate "The 
Best of Wishes to Tom" with which Pizzo hailed Lewis in a personal 
half-page advertisement in the 1948 union dance EUM at $100 a 
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page. Pizzo's personal page was in addition to a $100 full page . x 
-expressing the "compliments of" the association. í 
Pizzots stickling legalism toward "Tom" also contrasts with a 
large picture in 32E!s newspaper last December, showing a banquet to 
celebrate the wedding anniversary of a 32E officer, 
The only non-officer listed under this union family. picture is 


Joe Pizzo--shown with smiling Lewis standing behind him, hand on 


Pizzo's shoulder, Pigzots legalism is again a contrast to the 32Ets 


officers! trust toward Pizzo last year, when they awarded him the fat 
commission from an insurance policy covering over 1500 members of 328. 
Pizzo's claimed decision not to deal with Lewis. did not Stop the 


2 association from. issuing Stickers to members to paste on their ma-- -- 


chines, The Stickers bore the association's name and "serviced by 


Local 328", The association issued these Stickers within a few weeks 


after Lewis invaded the laundry field, It never extended such recog- 


nition to Local 1569, even when 1569 had long held a hiring contract 
With the association, 


The district attorney of course' entered the case solely because 


of a possible restrictive alliance between 32E and the association, 


4nd the D.À, was acting on the basis of charges from reputable Bronx 
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businessmen, and labor officials describing such an alliance. Yet 


Pizzo could not , explain why so many men were making charges, He 


said, "Idon't know, and I don't; care to speculate", 
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£s t SAC, New York GRR 
SUBJECT T COMMUNIS? INFILTRATION INTO THE Q. A / 
BULLDING SERVICE HAPLOYEES WIN, AFL ey o \. 
INTERNAL SECURITY -X< 
- b7D 
we reliable source of information on Comnunist 
Activities in the above captioned union, advised SA ALLAN O. WILLIAMS 
that one ARCIAY is in possession of information concerning Comnunists 


in the union. BARCLAY is Vice President of Local lhh, Hotel Front Service 
Enployees which is affiliated with subject union. His office is located at 
226 West 47 Street, New York City. 

The files of the New York office reflect that BARCLAY has been 


referred to by sources of information here as an outspoken foe of Comunisn 
in his union, 


- It is requested that the Bureau furnish; sthe New York Office with 
authority to contact BARCLAY. 


co: NY 100-27111 (Hotel & Restaurant) 
NY 100-1,888 (JOH STEUBEN) L 
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Reurmezo July 5, 1250. A review of the Dureau files fails to 
roflect any pertinent informatica concerning Clive Porclay. 


Lereat authority is granted to contact Tarclay conccrning Gon- 
munis infiltration within the capt'oned union. At the outset of any in- 
terview conluctod, you should bo certain Ir. Parclay is aware that the 
Pveau is not interested in exployer ~ czployco relationships ani is 
intérested only in the Cor-unist infiltration within the caztioncd union. 
It is cz.;ested that at least two Accnts bo present during tho initial 


interview. 
Prorptly upon completion of your contact with Barclay, the 


results ghojli be furnished to the DLurosd, 
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TO  : Director, FBI | i DATE: Septenber 8, 1950 
"ái SAC, New. York l Ea 2 | ee i SP AC l 
/ en AA TS "EM 

SUBJECT: — . COMMUNIST INFILTRATION INTO THE v. EUN t A 
ULDING' SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, AFL AC 
INTERNAL SECURITY. -QK v wee oe S 

6 ' 7 Rebulet July 18.1950, in which authority was gested to interview 

A CLIVE BARCLAY, Président of Local 144,: Hotel Front Service Enployées ,an 


psum of the Building. ‘Service Enployses Union-AFL; 


er - BARCLAY visited thé New York: Office on August 30, 1950, and was 
interviewedby SAS ALIAN 0, WILLIAMS and CHARLES L. SMITH. He came to the 
, office acconpanied by Mr. THOMAS MOORE, Püslness Representative of ‘Local. 
144. lr. BARCLAY advised that he resides at 75 Bank Street, New York, New: 
York; Apartment 4B, telephone CH'2-8075. Mr. MOORE ‘stated that he resides. 
at 194, West 134th Street, Apartment, n, telephone FO 843892. i 


BARCLAY and. MOORE advised that fecenbly the right Ming. i lemen in | 
their union, to which they belong, managed Ño gain. control ‘of the Local 7 


after it had been controlled by Commbists for several years. The files of 
tthe: New York Offies reflect that JOHN BTEUBEN, aka m: à; key 
figure in the: Conigunist movenent in t área, was. until recent iy an DOPHOeE 


D 


- . Mr. BARCLAY and Mr. ‘MOORE advised that in ‘order to be sure of the 
J Support. of enough members: to ‘guarantee: their election, -ib was necessary for | 
' the right wing group to include: Sore Forger Communists -añong the nominees for 
election. A the ‘present time there are “four former Communists 3n local 144. 


BAROIAY and MOORE have noted that in spite: of tHe: a ‘that. these : 
individuals claim to have left. the Communist ‘Party, they are the only four 
among the officers -nho 'do nob agree with the policies of the Association of 
Catholic Trade Union which BARCLAY. and MOORE claim hasbeen helping to fight ' 


Communism in the. Local. Furthermore, this. group of four has. been supporting Lo 


the. queen oF MARTIN CODY, President of lock 6, Hotel ani Cub. 
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letter to Director me 

1000-36592 . at Sy 
Employees Union. The Hotel and Club Buployees Union is, with Local 144, 
a member of the Hotel Trades Council. Recently reliable informants have 


advised, and it is generally known among people in the hotel field, that 
there are two factions into which the Communist group in Local 6 have split. 


. One group is headed by JAY RUBIN, General President of the Hotel, '' 
Trades Council, and does not haye the ‘approval of the Communist Party. The 
other group is headed by ARE NCODY and has received the approval ofthe 
Contunist Party. AE "a al . 
; Mr. MOORE furnished a blank application for membership into the 
Comunist Party dated 1943, which he appropriately identified. He stated - ' 
that he had received this application from STEPHEINO'DONNELL, one of the 
four former Communists, among the officers of Local 144. This application 
Will, be madé an exhibit in the file. on O'DONNELL maintained in the New York 
Office. aa : i 
E " i - i 
BARCIAY and MOORE advised. that. they had heard that O'DONNELL was, 
a sponsor of the May Day Parade in 1945; that he was à student of JOHN 
STEUBEN, mentioned previously, at the Jefferson. School of Social Science, 
and furthermore. that they had heard he was active for the Conimnist Party-~ 
on.the New York Waterfront,at one time. They regard, him as the leader of 
ithe group of former Commnists in the. Local at ‘the present time, and state _ 
that he is ruthless and, unscrupulous in his ‘methods. 7 l 


* 


" He has admitted to both of them that he was. formerly a member of- 
the Communist Party, but. claims he is no longer a member. They advised 

' that inquiries. concerning him and\certain other officers in local 144 haye- 
previously been made of them by oné~Inspector MORSE of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in New York City. — oo 


4 Another of the former Communists. among the- officers, who has. 
= admitted to them that he was once a member of the “Communist Party, is 
“TROWASKMBYERS, a Business Agent of Local 144. MEYERS claims that he i$ 
no longer connected with that organization. . E 


ics 7 ; ; 
They also state that zal KING, whó. is now President of Local 144 
. has admitted to themthat he was one a-member of the “Communist Party. 

, Mati Warme neas je s 


; _ According to this source, MICHREINLUCAS.. who is now a Business 

Agent in thé Local, stated at a meeting, of delegates to the, Local in.April, 
1950 that he “Like a lob of other people during the depression-had been —— 
duped into becomming a mettber of the Communist Party". He stated, however, 
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that he is. no doner: connected, with thè organization, ET ; E MEC 
- Both Hre MOORE and Mr; BARCLAY advised thé théy would be only ©. — 

` too glad to furnish;iinformation xequested of ‘them concerning Communist. "m 

Party activities in their Toal, Em uu : . aes 


- The above. is being fücnished to the Birean fér its 3oforia tion, 
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WASH 13 FROM SAN DIEGO VIA LOSA 
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RE CONTEMPLATED STRIKE OF EMPLOYEES OF BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, 
SAN DIEGO. WR DAVE MILLAN, MANAGER SAN DIEGO TRUST AND SAVINGS 
BUILDING WHERE OUR OFFICE IS LOCATED ADVISED ME THIS MORNING THAT IT WAS 
QUITE PROBABLE THAT THERE WOULD BE A STRIKE OF ALL BUILDING EMPLOYEES 
. IN NINE MAJOR BUILDINGS IN SAN DIEGO TOMORROW AS MANAGEMENT HAD. BEEN 
UNABLE TO SUCCESSFULLY NEGOTIATE NEW CONTRACT WITH EDAGUN, BUSINESS 
MANAGER OF BUILDING SERVICES EMPLOYEES UNION. MILLAN STATES THAT IN 
NOVEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY UNION DEMANDED FORTY THREE CENTS PER HOUR 
INCREASE OVER CURRENT RATE OF ONE DOLLAR SEVEN CENTS. THIS NOW 
REDUCED TO UNION-S DEMAND OF EIGHTEEN CENTS PER HOUR AND MANAGEMENT-S 
OFFER TO TEN AND SEVEN TENTHS CENTS PER HOUR WHICH MANAGEMENT FEELS: 
IS PERMISSIBLE UNDER CURRENT REGULATIONS. MILLAN STATES THAT 


MANAGEMENT WILL ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN REASONABLE SERVICE IN OUR BUILDING 
a e Rt TE 
DURING EMERGENCY IF IT OCCURS, INCLUDING OPERATION OF ELEVATORS k 


ar A tir tatis imi 
St —— “was 


MIDNIGHT, REMOVAL OF RUBBISH | AND CLEANING OF REST ROOMS, LOCAL ^ 


punc 


INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES AND POLICE DEPARTMENT INFORMED. we WILL 
DE PE UT wt 
BE ADVISED IF STRIKE IS IN FACT us ds 7 C 3373 
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OFFICE us 1 UNITE m GOVERNMENT 
"TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 4/4/58 


EJ jum : SAC, NEW YORK (250-3652) Dy! 7 
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i Reference is made to Bulet to Albany, i 
12/20/57, captioned "COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF LABO 
UNIONS; IS-0" and NY letter to Bureau dated 3/31/58, i 
captioned "COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF LABOR UNIONS; IS-% 
NY OFFICE". à 


Enelosed herewith is that portion of the analysis 
requested in reBulet which pertains to the above 


captioned union. It is noted that no further action 
was recommended in this cage. 
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Best Available Copy 


NY 100-3109 - ZU C poe a f 


A. Comiucdat Iüfiltratio, of the 
Duíldinz Service Ex.15,003 Union, © a N : 
__ASL + C103 TS = | | | 


Inforcstion received 4.1 1945, indicated that 
twa loosls iu the NYC arca Kore controlled by Coznanisko. 
Thesa locals wire Local 2, Window Cleaners, ard focar 14h, 

Lotel Front’ Corvier Eaployoos, = a a eee ea 

& elogia; rocort was subadtted oa 8/2/45, but D DE 

rg éetivo investigation was eSrducted. — . | | ' 


With vovard to logal B of thia union, an 


a 


: : o | analysis of the lifornatio. rozarding this union is FX 
.- goenbaingd in another park of this jection | zm 


E last of Communist c a 
Tefiltratica op Fonotration 


ae 


i 


ee on With rozard to Local Uy}, £6 haa been reported 
^ =" that. the lett ping eletont lest contral of the local in 

p aa electioni hold ia April, 1950, Information roeotved | 
Bingo this glection reflects very little Cozzunist 
infiltration of Local 154. O3-1,7/5/. forzor PET LO;TILZR 
KROWCZLA, tino 18 a choy steward in the Tullding Serviee —. i 
(tioa in NYC and a self-udaitted member of tha OP in the 
early 1933's, advised that to his taowkedye thera are 
na üomasist3 di the uiton, : 


Q. fetiog Dolni Taken eo Wm m 

g Tho Rmo.nb of know. Corzzualot infiltration at the E 
rose 6 tice dues not appear to justify furthes action in | — 
this cars. E . 


p. Coyeroze 


1, Treco.t Coyoràco 


Former POI TODTIER KENESE. 00500 ed 
TOMAS HADDIN, ExQloy2ont Director of Local UM, ` 


i 


Up fey DESTR vy. 3 j 
AEN DESTROYED | a m PY? 
l 543 SEP 23 1054 (- e an 


HY 109-31019 


DAVID 5: Savas, rater: m yal ETE of the 


Eadldiag Servies En, loycos Union, 
TUSAS SHORPMAH, Inter,ational Vico Presideit of 


the Djildiux Dorvióo Ex.loyees Inter ational: Union., 
AARON LENE‘SON aad HAROLD TUSCE ral Consuls 
for Local 2x. 
A, Kood for paastiono Covetar e . l i 
Since therd a¢rcars to be no justificatio.; for- | 
éd3itio-al invostiration in ra case and in view of the 
. Bbove edyoraze available, it is telieved that adequate. ] 
'  goverara is reir 5 raintalued, . 


| COMINFIL eid -L SAC, SEATTLR vol 
GP BUILDING. SERVICE. EMPLOYEES . Bares VE 
: INTERNA N, nl 
ip Sefile: 

A. Office of Origin: ‘Chicago 


B, Status 


l. Ruc 10/15/13, 

2, By report 12/15/43, | 

3. Present Communist infiltration is considered 
negligible, , 


-w —— ——À— oM ye 


& Zsta-[gng 


pS RI? Tn ue "Ur 
RECUPERA rA 


C. Future Plans 


` 5. 

ERN MT f = Present Communist infiltration would not appear 

i to justify any specific action, ‘The head of Local 6, 
BSEU is aware of VINCE PRICE in his union,  — 


D, Coverage 


l. None specific beyond neighborhood club level. 
2. Present situation would not appear to justify 
need for additional coverage. 
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63052 7 
DIRITO; PET Cp nx Septenser 21, 1953 " 
x E 
$155 £XATTLS 
[y - WILLIAM T, Eoen: 
ECGERITY IATER =X 
COMET., LUIETES BERVIOR TPLOYEES 
sara Fan pene f? —————À— * 
IRTILRAD EXTRAIT m 


Re Seattle Jotter to. Ectóm 6/9/53, Deda otter to.Seattle 6/12/85 
end Chicano leticg to the fyrein Wake 3s ciptienod 90022893 = BEAYSLER, d 


JESS FIETCZ2, 1935 = Lith Avenua Fest, Seattle, Wüdhingtos, telephezg 
Alder 0212, Arnie ibforcutión to tA EMORY Ba PZNOY on Sopbexder 8 and 210, 1953. 
Py way of beckerounds Wo FLETONSR stated that ho was one cf the founding bedor is 
of tho Indestriat Workora of the World end in that organization béccze a percozol xy 
friend of WILLIMM Zé POTER, After opposing io Communist prezren from 1919 te ~ 
1933, he affiliated with the Scommist Party ond beócae algo a oloso personit — iy 
friend of EARL [207773 ead enjoyed the conficones of other lending Communist EN 
perty rozberg, His Party cóemorkorg included J, PETERS, JACK STÁCHEL, and ROY NN 
HUDSON, In ths yoritzcs district ha freg:tziy conferred with tho dietrich ^ 
crgenizep end othey bfrüeraridine Party nebera ond attended tho neobings of (bo |) c 
District Comitiess Ho stated that in the Party coganization he occunicd ea «<N 
undercover. status iustos as he was told not to cotuly declaró hirself os à NC 
Party netber or to attend Party mestings er Çommwistesponsored meetings waere) — 
Me ^ Wumeroos other’ porcong. would be presente. T rad 


o^ Ere FLIGER oiia his ziopensión from tha Duildins Services Prplóyoo! 
International Taten, kis not been ozployed rogulorly, For a period following 
his suspension ha lived on a fara witch he operated in tho vicinity of Wonroc, 
Fachingtons Move recently he has again resided at Soattle and has endeavored, 
unsuccessfully to yemin reinstatement in his uzica Bo that he night accept 
‘cxployacnt as- m tpartecnt house kanoger or in a pízilér position. Recently, ~ 
FLETCHER bes necotdetad for the purchase of & emali apartment houso and expcots 
to-nove. into sma 1n th: 3:cadioto. future aad s (Em Pc aU 
tn pocking poirstatexent, kr. KIETOUER vz5 Pirs tNOC AEAN E Blancs FEED 

WARS, BERU, očal 6 offictel at Seattle, that ho Would ha ipmodioteku roinststod . 
wan he was reedy to etoi2t exployzont, After that ting, however, Mre FIETCIA 
appeared as a prohecution witzsss in the current. faith Act trial and whón hé ài | 
contsoted the local tusiness agent ho was advised that CO International Prenite — 7 
of tho unico, WILLIAM De UCFETRIDGZ, had insteucted the local businogs agent ros to 
reinstate PLITC OA ull he hed specifically rooroved euch reivstatozent. “hercai - 
Xr. BIETOSR, on tro octesions, has written to LeFEINIDGS bat hos received ro nel 
howlecsesent of kis letters, In view of this bíckorousd ít 3a epprectated thak — 
FLETCHER, who alee vo3 pusponded by MOFATRIDOZ, Kay Bu unduly infivonceq in 196 

Jutgeane of UCIOTRIDCE by the eappozed injustices ta hinzolf, 

Yr, PIETERA stated that in reviewing his théughts and in discussie rith 
his wife veriocs incidonts in his acquaintance with ueFETRIDOS, he has conoíadd dus 
fi that KCZETRIDOR rust bo a highly placed undercover Comminist Party nebero ~ pue 
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. re ; _ l- a. Belmont A 
& . -1 20 Baumgardner ^ ' x 
ae 


. 1-M. Bland 
^ 1- Hr. Hall 
Sát, Neu York (100-86592) ; = Septeriber l, 1959 
Director, FBI (62220450) - 4 | ; | x 
polt s d E 
COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE tod. o ou MEE 


. BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, AFL-CIO 
INTERVAL SECURITY = BK | , 


Reurlet 0-139-59, one copy of which is being furnished 
San Francisco with copies of thts letter. d 


Bulet of 12-16-40 furnished Photostats of the ` ` 
"affidavit by Erwin Strauber dated 12-6-39 to Newark, Nei York, ` 
and San Francisco and the original to Newark. By letter - 
dated 925-49 captioned "Erwin Strauber, SH=C," San Francisco 
furnished the Bureau a Phosostat of the affidavit. New York . 
included d Photostat of it as an enclosure -to the report of 
SAD. 3, Johnson dated 1-242 captioned "Anthony Vetrone, 
IS-0! =(Hew York file 100-8974). 


LEIS = 


Ya - 


In vien of the statement which Strauber. furnished 
Innigration and Yatirdlization Service (INS) on 6-28-49 in 


which he advised that his affidavit of 12-6-59 was, incorróct. = d 
as to ten of iherpersons naned in it as communists, San i -Q 
Francisco, Nen York, and Newark should locate all copies of = 
the 12-439 affidavit in their files or ascertain. positive ly ei 
that all copies have been destroyed. AIl aoptes of the * Q 
affidavit of 12-06-39 still in existence should be appropriately . e 
narked to nake reference io the statement of 6-28-49 advising MN 
that a portion of the affiddvit is incorrect. . -. d a 
i All three offices should àlso check their files g 
Àj & jregarding the ten individuals incorrectly tdentified ag = 
ty €» ~| communists in the 12-06-59 affidavit, If information fron the 2 
p wi $) 12-6-39 affidavit has been incorporated in files regarding R 
if, S| these individuals, you should make sure that appropriate 
dnt inforpation regarding the 6-20-49 statenent ts also incorporated . 
“ tt |i£herein. If information from the 12-6-39 affidavit regarding 
P these ten individuals has beet’ incorporated in any reports or 
; “other documenta for dissenination, similar dissenination should 
be nade at this tine of the inforraition in ihe 6=28-49 ; 
statement. Although all ten of theséMinditidüdZs ‘appear to 
foton-have resided in New York in 1939, Newark and San Francisco 
Bret 9h Ou 1d still check their files regardingsíhen,. It is noted 
core 200% ‘the name Jhonag  Kuóiuva in relet appegpred.in the 12-6-39 
Mott rcc M f idavit as A Kucuiva., QU E z : al / 
Rea = San Franct $60 (Enclosure) SEE NOTE ON PAGE TWO. ^ ^ AY 
Tote > Fe lewark E | i A S Mod 
WC, Sullivaty d. JERA ASSET" (S trauber) i $^. 3 m £ NW 
t E es 
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Letter to SAC, New York : DENN M 
RES COUINTIG BUILDING SERVICE EUPLOYERS UNION, AFL-CIO. 


t : ud n RE 1 a 
“4 
i 


The Bureau has hot. been- able to locaie any reference. 
to either of Strduber!s affidavits in the Bureau ftles regarding 
the communist infiltration of ‘the Duilding SerUioe Enployees 


mum or in Bureau files regarding the ten persons listed in 
i rele * a . " 7 k f 


* 2 


l . the réview required by this letter should. be competed 
vithin 30- days. fron iis receipt and the Bureau advised. The , : 
Duréau should ‘also be adviged. what connuntcations have been. - 
prepared or are being prépüred for disSeminatia) of dinforratiom | 
regarding the. Strauber's statement of 6-28-49, —.. |. = 
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pe 


f See nenorand um Baungardhe r to BélImont dated 
86-81-59: captioned as. above, GÜH:mjo C D : 
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M > 
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
A TE 


, OFFICE Mou i ' UNITED: STATES nnus 

110: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-3356) DATE: 8/13/59 
FROM: (LS, NEW YORK (1000-36592) 

SUBJECT: comete or Qurrome SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, AFL-CIO 


n connection with another investigation, INS:File 
41258853 E ERWIN STRAUBER was reviewed on 7/23/59, at INS, NYC. 


The Bureau transmitted to the Newark Office by un- 
captioned letter dated 12/16/40, (Bufile 61-7559), 35 items which 
had been obtained fron ERIE, TOMPKING\ Item 31 was an affidavit 
of GEORGE MIDDLEDITCH, item 32 was an affidavit of ERWIN 
STRAUBER, dated 12/2 and d 12/6/39, re Communists in BSEIU. 


Newark teletype to the Bureau, 2/8/49, captioned 
"ERWIN STRAUBER, with alias, SM-C" advised that these affidavits 
had apparently been destroyed. ^ 


. The INS Filexon STRAUBER reflects that on 5/6/49, 
ERWIN STRAUBER, then residing 2t 201 St. Ann's Avenue, Bronx, 
NY, made a question and answer type statement to INS Investigator 
and Examining Officer, LAURANCE G. PARR. This statement was 
signed by STRAUBER on ' 6/28/39. In his statement to INS, STRAUBER 
advised that the trial conducted by Local 32E. Building "Service 
Employees International Union, in 1940, in attempt to purge 
Communists and others from the union, was characterized by lying 
on both\sides. STRAUBER said that an affidavit alleged to have 
been made by him to Local 32E on 12/6/39, naming various 
individuals as CP members, was incorrect in some of its details 
and falsely named several individuals as Communists. 
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( 
5 7 Bureau (62- ee 
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STRAUBER advised INS in his statement made 5/6/49, 
that he was a CP member from sometime in 1936 until December, 
1937. He said he served as a Financial Secretary of the 
Building Service Employees Unit, Bronx County CP, NYC, during 
that period, STRAUBER made the following comments to INS 
cencerning the following individuals who were named in his 
alleged statement of 12/6/39, as Communists: 


WILLIAM MC COY - STRAUBER did not know him. 

JOHN BAGDON - STRAUBER did not know if BAGDON was a 
CP member, 

JOHN MIDDLEDIICH - STRAUBER said emphatically that 
MIDDLEDITCH was not a CP member. 
l JOHN CIOC - STRAUBER did not know if CIOC was a 
CP member, : 
px * RICHARD STOPPOCK - STRAUBER did not know if he vas a 
CP member, 

ALEX KATZ - STRAUBER did not know if he was a CP 


member. A mum 


RAY GRANT - STRAUBER did not know him. 

LEE DANIELS - STRAUDER did not think DANIELS belonged 
to the Party. x* 
THOMAS KUCIUVA - STRAUBER did not know if KUCIUVA was 
a CP member, AL 

MARION AVERLON aka Martin Edward Mandell - STRAUBER 
did not know him. i 


No identifying data on the above named individuals was 
contained in STRAUBER's statement to INS.  . 


STRAUBER indicated to INS that the other individuals 
named as Communists in his 12/6/39 affidavit were correctly 
identified as Communists. 
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y be noted that SIRAUBER filed Declaration of 

tentíon déenoto, on 6/6/58, in United States District Court, 

Southern District of New York, at which time he was residing 
at 23-19 Steinuay Street, Astoria, NY. 


The foregoing information is furnished for the 
completion of Bureav and Newark files, Five copies of this 
letter are being furnished to the Bureau in the event the Bureau 
desires to make "additional dissemination. 


! ' BAC, BOSTON 
f-/4-58 
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TO NR. A. H. BELHON N uL DATE: August 31, 1959 

; ] ‘ a Belson — 

FROM : UR. Fe J. BAUMGARDNER (QI! Naw 

l Rosen ——— 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST. INEILTRATION.QP. THE... QM ETT 

(OBUIDTIG B) ERVICE, EMPLOYERS, „UNTON , s, AFER CIO, ea Tele. Room — 


INTERNAL SECURITY -B< FA 


Newark letter 11-16-40 furnished the Bureau 35 documents # © ' 
aide avai table per Li] inomding an G/A idavi t PT» 
by one Erwin. Strauber dated. 12-6-39 re communists in the Building 


- :Service Employees Union. NewYork letter 8-13-59 advised that a check 
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) file on Strauber 
7-23-59 in another matter indicated that Strauber on 6-28-49 furnished 
INS a signed. sttement in which he stated that his. affidavit of 12-6-39 
was incorrect as to ten of the persons named in it as communists 
‘but correct as to the other persons so identified. 


1 
N 
ON 
A review of Bufiles indicates that on. 12-16-40 the Bureàu i 
returned Strauber's affidavit. of 12-6-39 to Newark and sent. Photostats 
to New-York and San Francisco. Photostats were retained at the Bureau \$ 


but were not indexed and were. destroyed 8-20-45.. On 3-25-49 San 
Francisco furnished the Bureau a Photostat of Strauber's affidavit in | 
the Security Hatter - C case on Strauber. ‘This Photostat is Still N yj 


in Büfiles but has not been indexed. A review of Bufiles regarding a t 
the ten individuals incorrectly identified as communists in Strauberts 
affidavit of 12-6-39 indicates that information from this affidavit > 
has not been included im any report or other document regarding. these. = 
persons which can be located in Bufiles. A Photostat of the affidavit id 
was located in the Security Matter - C.case on Anthony Vetrone, pho wa si 
-not one-of the ten. persons correctly identified as communists. his 
Photostat has not been indexed. | 


" Strauber was not a Bureau informant or source and, did not 
furnishehis 12-6-39 affidavjt directly to the Bureau. This affidavit 
appears to have been prepared for internal use by the union involved. 
There is no question of error onthe part of Bureau personnel involved. 
Notations have been nade on the original correspondence regarding 

the affidavit in1940 (61-7559-10869) and on the serials where. > 


Photostats of the affidavit are presently located (40-6887 1-6) -and 


(100- 14074-3 indicating that Strauber later stated a portion of the- 
‘information in the affidavit-was incorrect. i co d i 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 

RE:  COMINFIL BUILDING SERVICE 
EMPLOYEES UNION,- AFLyCIO 

62- 33456 ] 


ACTION: 


There is enclosed a suggested letter to New York, Newark, 
and San Francisco instructing those offices to locate dil copies. of 
the 12-6-39 affidavit and make appropriate notations regarding the 
incorrect information in it. This letter instructs these offices to 
check their files for any dissemination of the incorrect information 
and follow up such dissenination with dissemination of the 
information regarding Strauber's statement of 6-28-49 which indicates 
a portion of his earlier information was incorrect. 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 - 


Office E UNITED mse GOVERNMENT : 


DIRECTOR, FBI (62-33456) - DATE? — 9/25/59 ` 


SAC NEWARK (100-25490) 


erp nb INFILTRATION OF 

UILDING. SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION, 
AFL - CIO 

IS -C. 


'"ReBulet 9/1/59. 


Under the caption "ERWIN. STRAUBER" , (Nkfile 100-32794) 
Newark, by teletype dated 2/8/49, advised that. the affidavit 
referred to- in. reBulet was nor: available to Newark ‘and was 
apparently destroyed, ` ; 


t at 


A letter ‘of. transhittal dated 11/6/40. was located 


which reflect : afi idavit and other items , 
obtained from were transmitted ‘to the © b7D 
Bureau, : AT, , NE 


4 f 
A letter of transmittal from thé ‘Bureau dated 12/16/40 i 

to the, Special Agent in. Charge, Newark, (no caption, Bufile - 

61-7559) was also located and it indicated that tlie original. 

affidavit was returned to Newark. However, a current ‘search 

again failed to locate the original 12/6/39 affidavit or copies | 

of it and, therefore, no corrective action .can be taken in i 

f this regard. l : 


Newark files were also checked regarding the 10 
f individuals incorrectly identified as Communists in the 12/6/39" 
; affidavit and with the exception of Newark forwarding it to thé 
Bureau, no apparent use was made of it by Newark as no incor- rude 
i poration of its contents was locáted in any reports or other 
documents, 


j - No further action being taken by Newark, : i ) 
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: LM SAC, ‘SAN FRANCISCO (100-h5l,08) 


,  SUBJECŤ: m IST INFILTRATION.OE..THE,- 
ES BUILDING SERVICES RMPLOVEES UNION, AFL-CIO. 
INTSRHÁL-SECURITY - PETI GS 
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E 


LOC Rebulet, 9/1/59. 


The. review of San Francisco files. ras di soted in relet- has 
‘bean completed and the one remaining copy of-ERWIN)STRAUBER'S — (Un Lp 
affidayit has been appropriately marked, No dissemination from this 
affidavit has been made. ty this. office. Indices were negative concern- . 
ing the ten individuals incorrectly named.in the- affidavit. 
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:/ DIRECTOR, FBI (62~-33456) 
ia SAC, NEW YORK (100-36592) 


6 COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
BUILDING SERVICE EMPLOYEES 
UNION, AFL-CIO l 
INTERNAL SECURITY -Æ 


DATE: 9/29/59 


Re New York letter 8/13/59, and Bureau 
letter 9/1/59. ( . ) 
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NY 100-36592. 


Synopsis: 


ERWIN STRAUBER on 12/6/39, made an 
affidavit in connection with a trial 

held by Local 32-E, BSEU, naming 29 
individuals as CP members. Photostats 

of this affidavit, obtained by NYO, 
apparently not indexed and information 
not disseminated to NYO files except 

to those of ANTHONY VETRONE and. JEROME 
GARY. STRAUBER interviewed by INS, 

yc, 5/6/49, signed statement 6/28/49 » 
reflecting that his 12/6/39, affidavit 
was incorrect. with reference to 10 

of the 29 individuals and that he left 
the CP in December, 1937; rather than 
August, 1930. STRAUBER told INS that the 
trial held 8/5/40, by Local 32-E Executive 
Board, was characterized by lying on both = 
sides. GEORGE MIDDLEDITCH gave an affi- 
davit 12/2/39, to Local 32-E, which dis- 
agrees in part with STRAUBER's 6/28/49; 
i ard to INS. Corrective action 

set out. i 


"TOES 
In about June, 19!1, the NYO obtained from 


ALEXANDER SCHWARTZ, 11 Park Place, New York, New York, 
attorney for Building Service Employees Union (BSEU);,' 

Local 32-E, Photostats of the following documents pertaining 
to a trial held by the Executive. Board of Local 32-E on l 
8/5/40, to expel certain members of Local 32-E: 
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|. 1. Two envelopes addressed to Mr, THOMAS 
LEWIS, President, Local 32-E.(NY 100-897!-1A1). 


2. Letter dated 8/9/10, from GEORGE 
MIDDLEDITCH, 860 Fairmount Place, Bronx, New York, to Mr-. 
THOMAS: LEWIS, appealing MIDDLEDITCH's expulsion from Local 
32-E. (NY 100-8974-1A2). 


3. Letter dated 8/21/40, to the Executive 
Board, Local 32-E, signed by 11 individuals charging 
HARRY SIMON, a member of Local 32-E, with being a CP member 
and calling on the Executive Board to expel SIMON from the 
union, (NY 100-8974-1A3). 


lh. 33 page transcript of minutes of an Execu- 
tive Board meeting of Local 32-E, BSEU, held 8/5/40, at 215 
East 149th Street, New York, New York. ‘This document 
reflects that at this meeting a trial was held resulting 
in the expulsion of several individuals from Local 32-E 
for various violations of the constitution and by-laws 
of the union, generally concerned with their CP membership. 
(NY 100-8974-1A4). 


5. Letter dated 8/1/40, to the Executive 
Board, Local 32-E, from one ELLIQTT T. CONKLIN charging . 
25 members of Local 39-E with being members of the CP and 
urging their trial. (NY 100+8974-1A5). 


6. Affidavit of óne WARREN MC LEAN, dated 8/22/40, 
stating that MC LEAN was never a member of the CP and setting 
. forth MC LEAN'S 'ópinions, as to the CP membership of | 
séme individuals. (NY 100-8974-1A6). 


T. letter dated 8/14/40, to Mr, THOMAS LEWIS, 


President, Local 32-E, signed by 18 individuals protesting 
their expulsion from the Local. (NY 100-8974-1A7). / 
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; 8. Affidavit of ERWIN STRAUBER, dated, 
12/6/39, detailed information concerüing which will be 
set out hereinafter. (NY 100-8974-148). 


9. Affidavit of GEORGE MIDDIEDITCH; dated 
12/2/39, detailed information concerning which will be 
set out hereinafter. (NY 100-8974-1A9). 


The above mentioned Photostats are maintained 
as exhibits in NY 100-8974, "ANTHONY VETRONE, SM-C" 
(Bufile 100-1507), There is no indication that the information 
in these Photostats was indexed or disseminated outside | 
VETRONE's file by the NYO. Photostats of Items 4-9; listed 
above, were submitted to the Bureau as enclosures to the 
report of SA D. W. JOHNSON, 1/2/42, at New York, captioned 
"ANTHONY VETRONE, IS{G)".. TUE 


: ftem #8 above is apparently identical with the 
affidavit of ERWIN STRAUBER made 12/6/39, mentioned in 
reBulet. 


l In STRAUBER's 12/6/39 affidavit, he named 29 
individuals as having been members of the Building Service 
Emgoyees Unit, CP, during or prior to STRAUBER's membership 
in this CP unit. In his 12/6/39 affidavit, STRAUBER stated 
he joined the CP in 1936, became Financial Secretary of 
the "Building Service Employees International Unit" of the 
y in nhe 1937, and remained a member of the CP until 

/10/38. i 


A review of INS file A1258853 on ERWIN STRAUBER 
conducted 7/23 and 9/10/59, at INS, New York City, reflects 
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that on 5/6/49, STRAUBER was interviewéd by INS Investigator 
and Examining Officer LAURANCE G. PARR. STRAUBER signed 

a sworn qüestion and answer type transcript of this 

interview on 6/28/49. During the interview, STRAUBER 
initially denied that he was then orlad ever been a 

CP member. He also denied having made the 12/6/39 affidavit; 
STRAUBER was cautioned to consider his testimony carefully 
during a luncheon recess in the examination and advised 

that after the recess he would be permitted to change his 
previous testimony if he so desired. After the recess, 
STRAUBER admitted joining the.CP in 1936, becoming 

Financial Secretary of. the Building Service Employees 

Unit of the CPin March, 1937, and remaining in the CP 

until December, 1937. 


The INS Examining Officer asked STRAUBER 


during the 5/6/49 interview to comment on the accuracy of 


his statements. in his 12/6/39 affidavit relative to the 
CP membership of 28-individuals: : (MARTIN SCHER was not 
mentioned during the interview by INS). 
Set out below in the left column are the names 
of those individuals STRAUBER, in his 12/6/39 affidavit, 
described as "othe members of the unit who were members 
of the Building Service Employees International Unit". 
In‘the right hand column below is STRAUBER's reply to INS 


5/6/49, included in his statement 6/28/19, relative to the 


individuals listed: 


12/6/39 Affidavit 
"other members of the. 


"unit who were members STRAUBER's Statement to 
of Local. 32-E. * € ex INS; 5/6 49 * 
ALBERT STAMS | "hat's right" 


270 


| Ó 


NY 100-36592 


12/6/39 Affidavit 
“other members of the 
unit who were’ members 


of Local 32-E. . . ." 


NORMAN KOSOFF 
JOHN BAGDON 
JEROME, GARY 

DAN RICKERT 

HENRY FRIEDLANDER 


ANTHONY VETRONE 
GEORGE MIDDLEDITCH 
JOHN CIOC 


RICHARD STOPPOCK 


WILLIAM MC COY 
RICHARD FORD 


ALEX KATZ 


LEE MOORE 


STRAUBER's Statement to 
INS, 5/6/49 


"phat 's Mita 

"I don't think so." 
"Yes, he was." 

"Yes, he was." 

"Phat is the super of 


the building ‘on Allerton 
Avenue. 


"Sure, he belonged," 


"He did not - emphatically 
not." 


"He didnot." 


"YI know bim, but I 


don't know for sure if he 
was or not. He was a jerk." 


"Phat one I don't know." 
"Yes, 


"I don't know. It 
sounds familiar.’ 


"He was." 
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12/6/39 Affidavit 
"other members of the 
unit who were members 


of Local 32-E. . . . 


ALBERT COLLINS 
HARRY JUBILEE 
PHILIP SÁLANTIS 
JOHN EBINS 

RAY GRANT 


JOHN LUBOVOY 
.MARTIN SULLIVAN 


ABRAHAM ITZKOWITZ 
LEE DANIEIS 


THOMAS KUCUIVA 


MARION AVERLON, aka 
Martin Edward Mandell 


STRAUBER's Statement to 
INS, 5/6/49 


"He was." 

"He was." 

"Me was." 

"He was." 

"That name doesn't seem 
familiar. I don't know 
him.' 


"He was." 


"He was. „He went over 
to Spain." 


"Yes, he was." 


"He was a colored fellow, 
but I don't know how he 
got in there. I don't 
think he belonged to the 
Party.” 


"I don't know." 
"Y don't know bim. He was 
never a member of the 


Communist Party to my 
knowledge." 
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STRAUBER's 12/6/39 affidavit reflects that 
in March, 1937, he replaced ALFRED PORKO, the previous 
Financial Secretary of the CP unit, when ' PORKO was 
arrested on a charge of conspiracy to commit malicious 
mischief, convicted and sentenced to six months in the 
workhouse, When INS asked STRAUBER about his statement 
concerning PORKO, STRAUBER repiied- "That's right." 


STRAUBER's 12/6/39 affidavit reflects 
"Among the members. of the unit who dropped out after paying 
one month's dues, but whom I believe are still associated |. 
with the Communist Party, are Stephan Olexa, superintendent. 
of the building at 1025 Boynton Avenue, Bronx, and Max Welsh, 
superintendent of the building at 1030 Boynton Avenue." 
Asked about his 12/6/39 statement concerning OLEXA and 
WELSH by INS, on 5/6/49, STRAUBER answered with reference 
to each,"It could be." `. 


STRAUBER's 12/6/39 affidavit reflects on 
page four that "Martim Scher, during the time he was a 
member of Local 32E was a member of the Communist Party 
connected with a district. or unit in the Borough of Manhattan, 
but acted.as a part of the steering committee of our unit." 
STRAUBER was not questioned by INS on 5/6/89, concerning 
SCHER. 


Item #4,Iisted above, reflects that STRAUBER 
appeared as a witness at the trial held 8/5/40, by 
the Executive Board of Local 32-E. The minutes reflect 
that STRAUBER identified the above listed individuals as 
CP members with the exception of MAX WELSH. Regarding 
WELSH, STRAUBER testified that he thought WELSH was a CP 
member, However, STRAUBER testified that the WELSH he thought 
was a CP member was not the MAX WELSH who was present at 
the 8/5/40 trial. MAX WELSH was found not guilty by the 
Executive Board at the trial after WELSH testified that he 
had never been a CP member. ` 
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. Ab the 8/5/40, trial STRAUBER testified _ 
that he thought GEORGE MIDDLEDITCH was expelled from the 
CP for "niot following the line."  STRAUBER also testified 
on 8/5/40, that ABE ITZKOWITZ was "a member of a different 
unit. He is not a member of Local 32-E. Hé's a member _ 
of the Plumbers Unit." STRAUBER also testified on 8/5/40, 
that he did not know FRED LE MOINE or WARREN MC LEAN, 


0n 5/6/49, after questioning STRAUBER concerning 
thé above mentioned individuals named’ in STRAUBER's _ 
12/6/39 affidavit, the INS Examiner asked STRAUBER "Have 
I read enough of this statement now to say whether or not 
you recall having made it?"  STRAUBER answered: 


TEM "Vaguely. It was this way. After I was | 
already in the parking lot business...I was gone and forgotten 
with thé union already...George Middleditch came over to 


. mé ahd he got disgusted with the working of the members of the 


Communist Party in the union and they wanted to throw them | 
out of the union, He wanted to throw the whole gang from the 
co-op out of the union. He needed my help. He came over 

to me and for old friéndship sake I testified....Both sides 
lied so much that nobody got no place; It was a whole, 

fouled up affair....Some of the guys who were mentioned às 
Communists may not have been Communists but they wanted to . 
get them out of the union so they pit them in the affidavit." 


The minutes of the Executive Board meeting of 
Local 32-E (Item //! above) reflect that an affidavit of 
GEORGE MIDDLEDITCH given 12/2/39; was offeréd in evidence 
at the 8/5/40 trial. This is probably identical with Item 
#9 above. In his affidavit; MIDDLEDITCH identified himself 
as a CP member from October, 1936; to March; 1939, who had 
iembership #98130 in 1939 atid who used the Party name of, 
JOHN WHITE, MIDDLEDITCH's affidavit states that the following 
members of Local 32-E were also. members of the Building 
Service Unit of the CP, also known as the Second District, 
Bronx County, Sixth Assembly District,. Branch 17: 
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"ALBERT STAMS, JEROME GARY, NORMAN KOSOFF , 
who also assumed the name of' WHITE, ANTHONY VETRONE, DANIEL 
RICKERT," 


It will be noted that ERWIN STRAUBER advised 
INS on 5/6/49, that GEORGE MIDDLEDITCH was “emphatically 
not" a CP member. 


Item #45, listed above, requested the Executive 
Board of Local 32-E to try the following individuals on 
charges they were members of the CP: 


"Alert Stams "Norman Kosoff "William McCoy, 
Henry Friedlander Jerome Gary Dan Rickert 

John Cioc Anthony Vetrone George Middteditch 
Albert Collins”. Alex Katz ‘Lee Moore 

John Ebins Harry Jubilee Philip Salantis 
_Martin Sullivan _ Ray Grant. _gohn_Lubovoy 
Thomas Kucuiva Marion Averlon Fred. LeMaine 
Warren McLean ; Max Welsh" 


Stephen Olexa 


It is noted that ELLIOTT CONKLIN in his letter 
dated 8/1/40; did not give any source or basis for his 
charges of CP membership: 


Item #7, listed above, a letter dated 8/14/40, 
bears the signature of the following individuais who were 
appealing their expulsion from Local 32-E: 


"anthcny Vetrone 
: fee Neore 

Alix Katz 
John Ebbins 
Harry Jubilee 
Alvin Collins 


so 
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"Ray Grant 
Philip Salantis 
John Lugovoy 
Henry Friedland 
Norman Kossoff 
Dan Rickert 
Abraham Itzkowitz 
Thomas Kociuba 
Marion Averlon 
Jerome Gary 
Martin Sullivan 
Albert Stams” 


Bureau letter to Newark, 12/16/40, (no title) 
Bufile 61-7559; copies to New York and San Francisco: 
transmitted to these offices several Photostats of documents 
obtained from[_________—=s«ihiS Bulet has been retained in New 
York 54-144~1332, Among thé enclosures to this letter for 
New York was one Photostat of the affidavit of GEORGE MIDDLE- 
DITCH, 12/2/39, and one Photostat of the affidavit of ERWIN 
STRAURER; 12/649. These Photostats were filed in New York 
54~144-1A77 and 5421441076 res Cio s Both of these 
Photostats were destroyed 7/26, These Photostats would 
appear to have beén identical Ae content to Items 
#9 and 8, listed above. ‘There is no indication that any 
additional copies of these Photostats were made by ‘the 
NYO. 


Indices of the NYO have been reviewed with 
reference to all 29 individuals mentioned in the affidavits 
of STRAUBER and MIDDLEDITCH. References and identical 
case files have been reviewed. ‘There is no indication that 
the information contained in these affidavits bas been 
disseminated to case files of individuals involved or that 
the names of these individuals were indexed to the affidavits, 
with the following exceptions: 
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l. ANTHONY VETRONE, 
NY 100-8974 
Bufile 100-14074 


The nine Photostats listed herein were obtained 
from ALEXANDER SCHWARTZ in connection with the investigation 
of VETRONE's activities and are filed as exhibits in NY 100- 
8074. The report of SA D. W. JOHNSON, 1/2/42, at New York, 
entitled, "ANTHONY VETRONE, INTERNAL SECURITY (c)" contains 
information obtained from these nine Photostats including the 
affidavits of STRAUBER and MIDDLEDITCH in Paragraph 1, Page 2. 
The information reported is not inconsistent with the 
information furnished by STRAUBER to INS on 5/6/49, therefore, 
no further action concerning VETRONE is deemed necessary. 


2, JEROME GARY, 
NY 100-8902 
Bufile 100-14138 


^- ‘Phe report of SA S; H: ROBERSON; 9/30/41, at 
New York, captioned; "JEROME GARY, INTERNAL SECURITY beJ" 
contains on Page 2; Paragraph 6 throtigh Page 3, Paragraph 3, 
information concerning GARY's CP membership based, on the 
affidavits of STRAUBER 12/6/39, and MIDDLEDITCH, 12/2/39, 
Photostats of which were obtained. from ALEXANDER SCHWARTZ. 
This same information was included in the summary report of 

SA JOHN S, TODD, 3/1/56, at New York, captioned, "JSROME GARY, 
SM-C", on Page 10, Paragraph 3 through Page 11, Paragraph 1. 


Since, when interviewed by INS on 5/6/49, STRAUBER 
did not change the information concerning GARY, which was 
contained in his 12/6/39 affidavit to Local 32-E, except to 
state that he, STRAUBER, left the CP in December, 1937, no 
action concerning GARY is recommended. 
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NY 100-3659? 


3. ERWIN STRAUBER 
NY 100-92951 
Bufile 40-68871 


INS letter to the Bureau, 11/12/48, a copy of 
which is contained in STRAUBER's file in the NYO, reflects 
that the Bureau sent Form G-59 to INS on 2/24/48, containing 
23 00 obtained from the affidavit of STRAUBER dated 

2/6/39. 


Since INS interviewed STRAUBER 5/6/49, and is 
in possession of a sworn. signed statement from him containing 
the information which occasioned this letter, no further 
action concerning STRAUBER 15 deemed necessary. 


The review of the NYO files and references 
on the individuals involved disclosed no other copies of 
Photostats of the affidavit of STRAUBER dated 12/6/39, in. 
addition to the Photostat in NY 100-897-1498. A notation 
has been made on this Photostat making reference to the 
statement of STRAUBER signed 6/28/49, indicating that 
STRAUBER's 12/6/39 affidavit í8,1n part,incorrect. 


Copies of this letter have been designated 
for instant file and New York files on subjects found to be 
identical with the individuals mentioned in the affidavits: 
of STRAUBER and MIDDLEDITCH, Where no identical case files 
were located, the names of the individuals are being indexed 
to this letten Except for referenced New York letter 
8/13/59, no other communications have been prepared by the 
NYO. for the dissemination of the information concerning 
STRAUBER's statement which he signed 6/28/49. 


-13- 


NY 100-3659? 


Three éxtra copies of this léttér are being 
furnished to the Bureau for any additional dissémination 
the Buréad may desiré to make. 


Since the activity described in the 1939 affidavits 
of STRAUBER and MIDDLEDITCH occurred prior to December, 
1939; because STRAUBER admittedly lied in his 12/6/39 
affidavit; because the affidavits of STRAUBER and ATDDLEDHICH 
disagreé auth reference tö MIDDLEDITCH's CP membership; 
and because STRAUBER iiéd id the initial part of the INS 
interview on 5/6/49, the information furnished by STRAUBER 
and MIDDLEDITCH is considered to be of doubtful credibility 
and it is not deemed advisable to report this information 
in instant case.. 
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Lem ARATA CRIDER. Kerber * NY 1ce-G472 


p. Covarcse Available 


POTON OTILEY, President, Locol 144, Building 
DerVloo Employees Internhtlonal Union . 


* " 
Wy DOIS-PSl, nonbes, Local Se, Building service 
xplóycc3 international Uaion ia 
| Iofoffation concerning CP policy end netivitics 
an connection Alba trace wilons, a3 furnished the NYỌ by 
yo informanta oni othon sources, proyices covercoe | 
of ri cotiyltiéo on aabionol, stato and lower levels, 
ixoluliny activities of tho Intuctrial Division of the NY OP." 


s : T 4 £ . Qa 
D. Comnmist Intiierstion Inyosticctilon D Ur p 
No CXILLIL investivation ponding. Re Un m. : 
D A * xm ; ^mi y 


It is sated that £3 investication has been spi pero 
eontueted in (ho past entitled, "COMOTL of Wincow ey. dee ee: | 
Taie, local 2, an Affllicto of the Lullding vorvico 20107 AS 

Intovnatiozol Unies, ML - ClO; Ib = C5, Buftite 1009) 2252, ^ 
iE 100-1200 Jh. CX MET. 


E. Portincat fotivitioz During Past G fortha ONE T 
"o peblvitiga reportot. - Rt ey 


AB JA 254/196 
L "n 


1 E " 
o- MAR à 1961 £, ; 2 a E» quies ‘ 
r . i " EE: PRES : : 280 
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ONES 1 (7 HG VLU new ura aav 


wey ee 
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I 100-142000 


Ko action roconmentcd, 
It í& noted that tho dito, throuch an 


Antcrzifiestión progran in the Tücustrigl Division of 


Vie NY CP, is roxinz every: effort to ‘secure additional 
coverage within tho trado ünions and indubtriol field, 
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NY 100-1420 
A, Putidiny coryies Ioloyoos International, Union un- Uo) 
Pu „kes eatquartors ew Yorls, Low Yort —.— 
- Eufile 60-3356 Ru E 380- 36592 
oci tuinon | 
| D, Subject Involvcà 
POTER IELO WECEVICH =. Korber NX 100-5696 


2 


SF 100-46429 
RET 


* 


JA. Identity of Union: 


Ate GIO. local 18, 1623 Webster Streét; 


* B. naivi de e California 


"RONALD RALSTON COOLEY Rank and fille. —— i943 qu 


Informants Position in Union 


C. Coverage Through Sources Not Connected with Union: 


` None. 
D. Cominfil Investigation: 
None, 
E, Pertinent Activities During Last Three Months: 
None, 


F, Action Being Taken or Recommended: 


t Gud vaing Service fae Seas International. Unton, 


BAC, RAN l n ame i co 


| Lf "o 
Name -. >» , Posítion-in Union Last Active in 
] Behalf .of CP 


y L 


"e 


A [FR de 


LRE sang w 


^t 


| None necessary. A 
No cominfil investigation warranted. |} G2 O2-3 -3 54ST, MIN 
M HOT Co" RECORDED ” 4 ; 
& 87 DEG 27 1960 A | 
57 JAN 18 1961 Pas 
| 283/ 4 
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SF 100-46429 i 
RET 


| 


ihr nid 
À. Identity of Union: durzp NO. SERV IGE EMPLOYEES, Lg 
Local 37- 


B10: “Gouden: Cato’ ALS ‘Sexi ‘Francisco 


B, Individuals Involved: ~~ SAC, SAN FRANCICCO 
Lek ao 


Name Position in Union Last Active in 
: Behalf of CP 


Informants Position in Union 
PEDRO EMILIO. DIAZ, CS Rank: and File 
‘FAUSTINO TOMÁS: CALA. CS R o ot 3 
C. Coverage Through Sources Not Connected with Union: " 
None. Ox 
D. Cominfil Investigation: = 
None. } 
E, Pertinent Activities During Last Three Months: d 
None, N 
F. Action Being Taken or Recommended: X 
None necessary. K 62-733 | 
NOT RECORDED \ 
No cominfil investigation warranted. 87 DEC -27 1960 N 
A 
K : Mee a all « 
WA Ems 
ÒO -pigg & | 
5 " N sr, E j| 
( JAN " 


pe ic 


| 
v 


SE 100-11516 "Lr 


origin Chicago. , 
infiltration activities poria this local have been reported, in. - 


with this individual local, there has been. no. information . 
reported Mun petabinsbed infornants sncieat ive of auy To openu 


" 
9 * T ‘ um 


vec it SAP ti 


C'sürtb1NG. SERVICE EMPLOYEES" - 
INTERNATIO ; 


a 


Seino Rie d j ^. 
i l ale, d^ 


Local 6 mE l ‘ 


553. John: Street u $ 
Seattle, Washington . i she sgAYTES . 
/272-60 


"M Individuals Involved ` 


KARL, FREDERICK GINTHER - member , not'an officer; joined 


-local in Septenber, 1960. l 
| JOHN THOMAS. WHITTIG ~ - ember, not an: ofticor. 
PAP MORÁN - menbor, not àn officer. 
NS. DUANE RADER - nenbei since February, 1960; not sh 
officer. E ' T 
| LAWRENCE- ROYCE ROGERS - moübór, not an officer. > : 
LEON DARLING - mónber, y not an officor. . 
` VINCENT JAMES DAVIS. - member j $ ‘not an ori keez 
l B. Sources Us 
O p NORGE FE" ' f Ar 
C. Status | T | 


Case RUC, undér Spt ion ot parent body: Last. report is 
that of SA EDWARD C, KEHPER at Seattle datdd 12/15/43; office of 
Nó pertinent activities relative to Communist 


the past seven years. : i 


D. Action Recommended Mes i MEE a 


t 


Several of those Individuals have had no. recent - E 
association with CP. and two of above have ‘association with SYP’. 
Despite the fact that seven individuals are. listed as associated: 


z | n cac: E A 
| uM NOT WECÓRDED 
190. oet 6 1960 E 


Z Mohan‘ un. md Ü + 
ie 9€ 


t 
HS 


15. 


uu £ 


n or 


ED INO /— Zi "T 


" OBIGINAL COPY FIL 


Zw 
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SE 100-11516 


attempt to work through this local to achievé onds within the 

interest of the CP and/or SWP, With that in mind, it is 

recommended that no action: be taken to increase tho coverage 

within this local, In 1947, with the public defection from the ? 
CP of JESS FLETCHER, head of ‘the BSEU in the. Seattle area and an 
international officer of the BSEU, this individual local is  . 

rather cognizant of the problem of Communist | infiltration. 

Further, the BSEU in the Seattle area achieved considerable 

. unfavorable publicity in recent attenpts to organize hospital 

‘workers, during which a number of acts of vandalism were = i. Xi 
-conmitted and admitted by a union officer.  . i 


16, 


SE 100-11516 a RTL 


bos je RS UN 
toa ^ i 2E PEE , : " 5 on , : 7 5 
Local 23; Window Cleanors TUS MEUS ! 
i 2800 - lst Avenue X e MA ur : 
Seattle, Washington ; | oc re: 
A, Individual — T ; D = 
MAK FARRAR ~ menbér, not dn officof. Led eda 
, . B. Soureos | l : "PL 
None. | KT | x | 
C. Status | H ET 


* 


See discussion under ‘Local 6, abóve, "e under tho 
parent body heading, D 
D. Action Recommended Ple. f 
. Recommended no action be taken at this timo, as same not. 
warranted under the circumstances, with no pertinent Sotivitues 
_ for past seven years of any ‘nature whatsoever. 
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Te. Publié Building Service, Hospital, 
ae D. . Institutional Enployees Local 113 . 
E 2, € TIS SE 4th: Street; Minneapolis, Minnesota: 


. B. ' ROSE ELLEN RENAUD (Barilo 100-5001) Qiomber] © ^ 0 


bi 
1 


"^4. None, except sources on Comiüfil-of labor groups pénorally. ' 
dps wi E: o No T of a dad infiltration voitütng. B 
P During thoi past six months, there has béon nó evidohde ', 

developed indicating any activitics within the union to. i | 


. further the program of the Comuunist Party or within the 
Con Aust Party: rd to this union. 


i 


OR ' Täis locat is infiltgitod by valy one Cozienist Party’ od 


. member, ‘There is no evidence that shë is active ix the e 
: . - Rffaitc of the local. ^ Thóróforó, ; no efforts are being nace l 
"dg currenti T, to incrcaso coverage, - J] 1 
s : ^ "D ; UNE 4 
* i i Sy! | 
a E " A j i , 
à i t 4 
* l 2 F p 
ia = 7 r 1 " x J 
l 5 LI i d ' 4 
: 4 
i f p” P 
. uu SEP ail 
- Tr 
2A ZEE 
- A i H ta j "ag 
Me je i A ü , E 1 E * pb: 
à GEG ] a MÀ 
i " i tour ' y e o 288 


y WP 100-12212 


t 
As 


INZSBNAPIO4AL UNION (AFL-CIO 


i 


113.8 


B. ROBERT JAMES KELLY = ws, 


EUILDIUG SHI RVICE “EMPLOYEES _ 


e 


University Employees Local 450 


street, Minneapolis, 


n 


n r d 
i , 
4 / í + 


1 


B 


innesota 


! 


wm 


E 


yo 
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D. No invéstigation of Commünigt infiltration. pending. 


P Bs. 


du. d 


T * NEIN i AS ; T ! 
C, None, except sources on Couinfil of labor groups generally. 


= 
4 


During the past six months there has been no evidence 
‘developed indicating any activities within ‘tho untos to = 


further the program of the Comaunist Party or, within the. 
Coniunist Perey ‘velating to: ‘this union. 


© Ë, E KELLY. is no deported by eas eee Informants 


to be rather unsettled mentally, Thére. is no ecyidoücó he. 
has exor attempted to promote Coninunist interosto in this. 
local, There appears to ‘be no necessity. for de a i 


` coverage in this: local at this time, © Pa 
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_ ~ UNITED STATES GOWANMENT . l Ó: 


|: Memorandum =- : 


DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7562) | . DATE: 11/1/60 


SAC, St, Louis (100-17180) 


- hd 
M 


SUBJECT: . COMMUNIST RANK AND FIIE > y 2 -2 
25 "EU OATI es MW. etd na 
; Dou eemper qq ons EA e Eo valen; Read 


Rebulet 9/23/60, | 
IDENTITY OF UNIONS AND INDIV. IDUALS INVOLVED 


Set forth on individual pages are the identities of: 

' local unions and the national union with which they are affiliated’ 

in which there are security informants or individuals on the 
Security Index or Reserve Index. 


COVERAGE, AVAILABLE THROUGH SOURCES 
NOT CONNECTED WITH UNION . 


Thxee security informants are members of the Missouri 
| : State Committee, CP, and therefore in an excellent position to 
l furnish data regarding Communist activities directed. toward any 
: union, One of these informants is a group leader and member of 
* the Executive Committee of the Industrial Area. Another is 
| "Reader of the Community Area. The Industrial and Community 
i . Areas constitute the principal areas of the Communist Party in 
Greater St. Louis, In addition to these highly. placed informants, 
there are others‘ who are rank and file members active in every /f 
z 
A 


IN P 7SC2-/870 


group in the Industrial and Community Arpas with only one 
exception, 


M 


, , Re IUERMW: 7233€ l "n . 


W 
` JAMES W, CLICK, currently a source of So 8 
|. às President of District 8 IUERMW with hene nE m St. Louis. 
h ( ea 4*5 d 


Re IUMMSW: gu 5 174 NOV 16 i960 


BEN DONNELL, Vice-President, Vailley-Dolomite Company, 
Bonne pu Missouri, is a source of Bat ation. 


2 - Bureau (Registered nd s REC. 96 7 D. ; 26 z Jag 


n 1 - St. Louis gee a L nos 
ops | "E. | 025-807-31950 
ge *X ' 


LII T1 PM 


SL 100-17180 


WILLIAM N, HUFFMAN, Industrial Relations Director, 


St, Louis Smelting and Refining Division, National Lead Company, . 


Fredericktown, Missouri, 


It will be noted there are only two locals in this 
Division, They are Local 618 representing employees of the. 
Valley Dolomite Company, and Local 809 representing employees 
of the St, Louis Smelting and Refining Division, National Lead 
Company. 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION INVESTIGATION  ' 


r 


At présent there are two such cases pending in the 
St, Louis Division. One is captioned "COMINFIL IUERMW, AFL-CIO, 
IS-C, ISA 1950",’ Bufile 100-399830, The last report was sub- 
mitted by this.office March 21, 1960. A letter was sent to the 
Bureau dated October 7, 1960 indicating the officers of the 
locals of that union in this. Division are unchanged, that no 
information has been received indicating Communist activity, 
, and hence no report is being submitted. 

i 


The second pending investigation is titled "COMINFIL 


.  IUMMSW; RAYMOND BERNARD DENNIS, et al, IS - C, ISA 1950, LMRA 


1947 (CONSPIRACY)", Bufile 100-108199. The last report was 
submitted June 20, 1960. : 


.PERTINENT ACTIVITIES DURING 
LAST SIX MONTHS . j 


No information has come to the attention of this 
Office during the last six months indicating activity within 
. the unions mentioned in this letter designed to further the . 
program of the Communist Party. Similarly, no information has 
been receivéd indicating activity within the Communist Party 
which relates to any of these unions. 


RECOMMENDED ACTION 
The cominfil investigations relating to IUERMW and 
IUMMSW are. being continued. 


It is not believed the available facts warrant a 
cominfil type investigation of any of the other listed unions. 
It is believed ou» security informant coverage within the 
Commünist Party- will assure our being advised of any union 
directed activity on the part of the CP. l : 
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Batlding Service Énployees; 


SL 100-17180 


(9 

BUILDING SERVICE mirowies, Trte senatit el 
| E M uLh uli - 

Local 382 | o. ! | 
= ofo 
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FLU VA. 


* EES 


M RG, OPORA tota wo, 19 i 
i? . QNITED STATES GOALJRNMENT e, Ó g. Um 
i * 
jr epis um 
' TO DIRECTOR, TBI (61-7562) ` DATE: 


FROM A KANSAS CITY .(100-11403) 


SUBJECT:COMMUNIST RANK AND FILE 
, INFILTRATION OF LABOR 


= > Re Bureau letter to Albany dated 9/23/60. 


MIS 


Following is information concerning each union or union 
sub-division in whicli; Officers, members or employees who are 
listed in the Security Index or the Reserve Index because of 
Communist activities. 


ot © It has been determined that ‘Security Index subject 
~ « ‘IRVING ARTHUR FRANKEL, Bufile 100-164462, is employed as 

z a linotype operator in St, Louis, Missouri on week-ends 
and if such is the case would possibly belong to the 
Typographical Union Local #8, St. Louis, Missouri. ‘A letter 
.has been sent to St, Louis to determine if subject belongs 
‘to this union and to submit information to the Bureau and 
P porse City in accordance with instructions in referenced 
i etter. 


A CARL OSCAR GLENN, a Reserve Index subject, Bufile 100-2787 
presently resides in Nevada, Missouri and is self-employed as ' 
-owner of the Glenn Machinery and Fix-It Shop, 601 Cherry Street. 
However, he was employed by the Union Pacific Railroad from 

: 1912 through 1956 and holds a so-called "retirement card" in . 
Machinist Union Lodge 1079, a lodge composed of railroad workers ' 
at Clinton, Illinois.  GLENN belongs to the union only because : 
of the insurance connected with his membership. The national 
name of the union is International Association of Machinists. 
Since GLENN was not an active member of the Machinists Union, 
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2 : — Opuinding Service Enpioyoes International Union i 
ea t = (AFL ~ CIO), 
a | Building Sorvice Enplóyoós Union Local 93," i 
g E West Linwood, Kaüras Citys. Missouri. : 
: i É NE Andividual’s Involved 3 l pe XS. id 
! ‘WARREN VAUGUN wine, nomber., 
: i 2s ‘Coverage Available "Through Sources Not Connected: 
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ZW Leftists Defeated; in Local: 144... ; 


#OHley Opposition Has Clean Sweep 


ria] Mr. Steuben issued: a publi- | worked as a dogtman ‘at the Hotel 
J h Ste be ‘cation. asserting , that hé had a|Taft." He was not in on ihe yic- 
onn teü en, -|good'ràde union record: since|tory, however." He died last De- 
11936. Prior.to that time he had. ember, & s 


jen various “posts in the Com- camara! 
Goodman Lose itt various 3 fs tng Come | sonata ici 


** By-NELSON FR ANK, > [rad {To Insurance Board. * 


a Staff- Writer. Among the: -ather-officers. elected ‘Meeting in Baltimor£ last week; 
Th -was.a clean.swéep for al] 39|10, the new administration were|tne. board of. directors of the 


u ‘candidates for office on, the anti- fee dni eee Union Labor. Life Insurance Co., 
,..Commuiist slate hegdgif by Peter, min Grééne.  . of which’ AFL vice presid ht 
EA nE tae, fotel TNI For years the spearhead: of the|Maithew Woll is president, elecjed: 
T Tm poak i: 144 of APIA uyd- fight against Communist- control {Willians F. Schnitzler to he: 
sing Beryice Employees Union, lin the local was John’ Ryan, an|board, Mr. Schnitzler, rece ly 


gloc al has bellboys and'other work-, 
E is.in all leading hotels, jexétutive-. board - : _ member who? elected: president of _the 


For the first time in. the history 
*.pf the local, + Mie are no leftists 
fe office. * Johif Steuben, ‘defeated. 


.secretary-treasurer="waited: until: 
"fter 2 áe m. ‘Saturday’ when the. 
“final vote had’ been’ counted, then: 
dicis dena, t 
d. Quarters. CR 
FRE Out: of" some 6500; members’ of 
in &he-Jocal.- 4300... voted ‘inthe six! 


| c a s des" 


‘qm: union heads: 
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GUARD BAMBRICK 
IN STRIKE TALK 
“AFTER THREATS 


Six Men Escort Him After} 
' Meetjng Plans February 1 
Service Walkout. 


AFFECTS 1,200 BUILDINGS 


NN 

Police Eligibles Approached. 
| Strikébreaking Agency, Of : 
i d s 


- ficial Reports. 
| 


* "E 


[ {Threats have beén- made io "kid: 
nap” james, J. Bambrick,. president 
of. Local 32B.of the Building ‘Service 
Employees’ International Union; aó- 
cording to Thomas Young, unlon: 
vice. president. 2. ME 

| Mr. Barübriek was surrounded by 
gix.guards-ds heleft ithe ‘mass. meet~ 
ing of inion. iüemibeis sb the Star 


MAL pe called in 1,200-bilildings. un- 
less-union agreements are ‘renewed 


Wife Got Warning. 


ib by-othe-untoh. members againgt 
aimi thrown. out of court. - ea 


i ui am -glad to say,” Mr. Bambrick 


yosed to:such practices; ^ — i sg 
1 The.union leader accused the Rial 
Sstate Boardof “stalling.” - V 
; “They tél us they want to ex- 
ihange ideas," ne.&did, “but I ied: 
hem we are interested in möte 


à ` f Mr. Foxworth....... | 
REW WORK VTLS TELEGRAM 


Fer warded fy "iex York lica 


JAN ? 5 1936 


E 


RC of SC 


] Mis. Nathan s | 
| Mr. Tolson..2....-0-+ i 
| Mr. Baughman ....... IV ] 
| Chief Clerk.......... ] 


| Mr. Egan,..ssssssss-- | 


| Mr. SER | I 
P Misu Gandy.......... | 
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. ^ By Royal Riley and Jack Turcott 7 
Local 293, United Cemetery Workers, 240 of whose mem- 
bers went 6n: strike- eight weeks ago at Calvary_Cemetery, 
voted last night to pull out of the parent ClOMod, Tobacco, 
Agricultural & Allied Workers Union, which Cardinal Spell- 
man said was Communist-controlled. 
The local, meeting for two hours ?———~ 

“in a closed session at Prospect | from several AFL and CIO inter- 
"Hall, 261 Prospect St, Brooklyn, -national wnions.., 

decided to affiliate with the AFL - Red Tie Disavowed, 


‘Building Service Employes Inter- . The AFL union, Manning pointed 
national. Union,’ Bight hundred: of out, already has many collective 


- 


the local’s 1,100 members were at| bargaining agreements ` among į S 


the meeting. , Their action was | cemëtery, workers. Manning said 
Jaoungede By local president picketing will continue.. ^ 
Joseph Manning, who said-the focal; Last night’s vote, he. went on, 
had rééeived offers 9f affiliation ! “certainly removes any Communist, 


» " = ` 
e =. 


c mp me 


ta FE X 


Ano TT 
= AUR ow A »! 


suspicion,” although, he, added; 
there had been no basis for such a 
suspicion previously; as fer.as.the 
local was concerned, 
dinal Spellman 
FTAAWU as Red-controlled a 
week ago; the strikers, most of 
then. Catholies, met and disavowed. 


Communism, 


Yesterday five of the striking: 
.|gravediggers who had walked out 
to get a five-day week, offeréd to 
return to work, but were rejected 
by cemetery officials 
pellman's orders. SR 
The men, whose names were not 
disclosed, walked into the 


(Continued on page 44, coll 5) 
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i - Gy vediggers | 
Quit "Pro-Red' 
p for AFL | 


Co iras ah "S tM eee 


(Continuetl from from pages). 
fa eed . < office in Long Island-City, Queens, 
t . yafter learning the -Cardinal had 


‘told a committee of strikers’ wives ` 
} Monday that the grayediggera 
` : ^could go, back to work as individ- 
A ‘uals, but notas union members. 

" * After applying for reinstatement 

iat the pre-strike-rate—$59.90 for a 

-jsix-day week—they were told to 

, ileave théir names and addressés 

` “4 4 sand that they. would be notified if 
* i they are to- be accepted. 
1 ater in ‘the. day, cemetéry of- 
7 e iic said, Cardinal Spellman 
` i til- ‘they were hot to be rehired 

imifl & court decision js handed 

7 dowh on à suit by the trustees of; 
: + ¿Bt Patrick's Cathedral to ban 

i jns activities by Supreme Court 


4 
T 9-—MÀ 


injunction. : 

E Dig 165 Graves.’ , 

E - For the fifth time since: Jast 
s à Thursday, virtually the-ent 
P 3$. dent'body-of St. Joseph's Seminary 


at 


S-fotq by Gallagher) " 
Io ose p.h Ms ing, président of 
Local 293, U ed Cemetery E 
Workers, addr ig. members last 
gen x s 2 


zdy morning. at 
inti 90 P. 


hé Cardinal “arved a& the 


emetery at 2:30 PLL, smiled 
broadly when he was told of thé 
ae óf the ‘semindtiansy M 


* 
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"ORE Se Woe A oe ano a NUES 


~ 
- 


299 


— 


| * Governor Dewey’ 8 diiy of dun ee unions: and fie zip 


EO T thon m coe ern e a ea oe rae etait ty 


home. to. Yoost with a heavy regi tration. ‘of members of the AHL uildin ice Em ployes 


Union who.are out to beat hin 
ue co f. 


Committee ‘was. seb up at Roo 
2308, 450. Seventh. Ave. Thé comp 
mittee issued:a call printett in. 50,000: 
copies, reminding building service. 
workers that it was Dewey's ap- 
pointed arbitrator, “Judge” George 
Frankenthaler, who handed down 
the “no-stiike, nò-wage-increase? 
contract under which they are now. 
Oppressed.. 5. WE P 

, Accompanying. the, appeal, is & 
picture of "Déwey passing & picket’ 
dine of Hotél Front .Servicé “Work 
‘ers, Local 144, on a past occasion: 


10-YEAR SENTENCE- 


Building service: workers; merhbers 
m Local. 32-B, are Stilt working 
hinder’ Wage ‘scalés: of 1944, which. 
ithe Frankenthaler | “10-year agrees 
menit froze, with no wage “reopening: 
possible until Apfil 20, 1947" 

+ Séales for 40: to. 51 Hours a. Week 
range from: $28.60. tox top’ Of $36.98. 
>the latter for very few. workers. 
. Dewey-cracked-down against 3248) 
members when ‘they were.on: Sti; 

2 year ago. President David: Sul 
van-of the-union welcomed. his: ai = 
tration ultimatum without permis». 
gión” from «the membership. . The 
award was. arbitrarily imposed: upoir 
ine membership. 

| “No, Mr.. Dewey, the rank and. 
(file of 32-B does not. take órdérs | 
ien how-to: vote? declares ‘the ap 
‘peal. to the union's membets;- 
, *Nó; Mi. Dewey,. you will never: 
i get another chance to break our’ 
strike for the real estate inter- 
estss Né, Mr, Dewey, we don't: 
i vote. for people who. cross. picket. 
pines, No, Mr. Dewey; you are no 
'frlend: of lábor." 

“Dewey,” continued the leaflet, | 
* didn't: let you vote om your “last : 
‘Contract; but hé éan stop yow 
(from voting ‘against. his neiv con- 


h i soU registér ^ 
is E poen the | 


punless.yóu régister? uaar mm 
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rice’ for dead and ] Lehmar 
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This iş a clipping from 
page AZ . of the 
DAILY WORKER 


i he Seat of 
27 DET 5 "cu NE at the Seat o 


Government.) 7 
M 7 vence I i y 


Mid c bd e i NN 
esos Bs h 


! Wat: Labor“ Board: and’ th 
Wasé. and: Hour Division, :tord 
;approval to the: Frahkenthalér 
| x r j.clslón on the grourtds: that if vide 
y A à & dates the. féderal wage and, Hour, 


^iv. 


!* The 


[50] 


i petitioned " 


ASK CHANCE TO APPEAR ` sin ing E SE Pu 
J William ANGonnsox, chairinán; ema a 
inmons,. secretary, | The-«commi 


"ofücials from] . 
"based.on. stich: 


ito, substantiate their contentio 
' that the. retroactive Pay pfrovisions|; 


er 
ge? ala» 
This is a clipping from 
| "page of the 
Y aug" DAILY WORKER 


Date J. 2/23 


jweek. MC j. 
j. Hii award ““comiproiisés” - the 
„Weekly overtime pay due 'büildinsj 
service Workers frotin Feb. 5- through: 
t. 11-86 33:50 per week instéad of] - 


tüevactual $T50 per week düe each} | 
dworker under the Wage: and Hour |: . M 
1 law. - : k NEUES Clipped at the Seat of 
orc Government. 
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. (presidents reelected are Thomas J. 
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Building Service Union ~ 
Strengthens Leadership < T ul E 


By CARL HIRSCH 
CHICAGO, Og 24.—A. strengthened leadership was 


-elected by the AF uilding Service Employes. International 
"Union convention here today. William L. MeFetridge was was| 
ünanimously reelected President ande 
ohn Goodman, of New York, was|58° wing. 
iblected one of eight Yice-presidenis.| "The Sullivan forces were: st : 
Goodman, secretary-treasurer of smarting from the defeat handed 
them by the convention in’ the’ 


ocal 44, was & founder of the local 
opening session, when a rank-gnd-| Æ 
file delegation from 32-B was seated m ; 
with voting power equal to the | [^ : Ss E 
T 3 


Sullivan delegation. The rank-and- i 
is{fle group charged the, Sulivan|jO SANOIT 1010 p saodans 9t 


crowd used trickery in the election|ay} uo uUorje payun exon pu 
of delegates from the local. : "pasnore i 
eund pese udi ae En OID Amu roy quedun AENDA 
merly & vice-president of the inter- -Rr 
national, did not run for reelection. uonsonb out kaiii at punog Ay 
The* conventi today heard i : iyd 
Bishop Edward J. Sheil, Auxiliary X0} syesodoad O10 umop Ung 
mg 'OIO 944 S% puvjs 9ures : 


against the racketeeis who once 
held a stranglehold on the inter- 
national, 

Charles C. Levy, of Pittsburgh, is 
another new vice-president. Vice- 


‘Burke, Chicago; Gus Van Heck, 
Chicago; Jess Fletcher, ‘Seattle; 
Timothy’ 3. Dwyer, St. Louis; 
Charles Hardy, San Francisco, and 
5 ‘George Bradley, Los Angeles. 
Fletcher” is an outstanding AFL 
eader in the northwest. Bradley 
now engaged in the" terrific union 
truggle at. "Hollywood movie studios. 
William H. Cooper. Was reelected 
‘general secretary-treasirer. ' 
McFetridge chose Levi Sanders, a 
Negro delegate from Pittsburgh, to 
officiate a6 the induction of officers. 


‘SULLIVAN ISOLATED 
In the election, the anti-adminis- 


Bishop of Chicago, score the as- 
saults being made on workers’ living i eUUPOUTD ye Jueu [rounoo Ə 


serene on ids French | ururoa 107 pawor, ipa d 
€ 

elections, Bishop Sheil declared: osnuoeq *juaoe[duroo BE hans 
“The French have voted to finish: ppuan M jo peourauoo eq H 
with indecision and half-hearted [-q(U€d seur[peodq TOF PUM 9A 
measures, They have clearly dè- (40U jM suorrodd Ksow pre: 
cided that only complete social, |; : "aoyo 9Arjnoexe 

economic and political reform will. , ago ETB 

meet the requirements of ihe pue pected aes! rid T 
tration forces. led by David Sullivah| hour.” Sprepue)s ‘omo 4 qor 
of Local 32-B, Nei York, found| Bishop Sheji urged thag ihe axoqe[ pexnsse Inepisecg aF ay 
themselves So isolated that theylatomic bomb be given pi “to an: UOTg2E389 SRM n ` popu 
dq not, even attempt. to make esrintewadtional committee, with proper $` 


b2-33M6 OO 


This is a clipping from 
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Building Service Union / « 
Strengthens Leadership, ^ zu 


By CARL HIRSCH 
CHICAGO, Og 
elected by the AF 


unanimously reelected President and? 

John Goodman, of New York, was 
'Bected one of eight vice-presidents. 
| Goodman, secrétary-treasurer of 
i 11 44, was. a founder of the local 

hich was born in the struggle 
against the racketeers "who once 
held a stranglehold on the inter- 
national. 

Charles C. Levy, of Pittsburgh, is 
another new vice-president. Vice- 
presidents reelected are ‘Thomas J. 
Burke, Chicago; Gus Van Heck, 
‘Chicago; Jess Fletcher, ‘Seattle; 
Timothy’ J. Dwyér, St. Louis; 
Charles Hardy, San Francisco, and 

'| George Bradley, Los Angeles. 
Fletcher ‘is an outstanding. AFL 
jeader in the northwest. Bradley 


trugele at Hollywood movie studios. 
iliam H. Cooper. was reelected 
general secretary-treasurer. ' 
McFetridge chose Levi Sanders, a 
Negro delegate from Pittsburgh, to 
officiate at -the induction of officers. 
SULLIVAN ISOLATED i 


In the election, the anti-adminis- 
‘ization, forces led by David Sullivan 
of Local 32-B, New York; found 


themselves so isolated that they|atomic bomb be given over “to an} 
did not eyen attempt tw make eeriatewnational committee, wi 


í2-359(660— 


24.——À. strengthened leadership was 
uilding Service Employes International 
Union convention here today. William E. McFetridge was 


now engaged in the terrific union | standards. R 


NOT ee US Gov 
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showing. 


The Sulliyan forces were. still 
smarting from the defeat handed 
them by the convention in the 
opening session, when a rank-and-| 
file delegation from 32-B was seated 
with voting power equal to the, 
Sullivan delegation. 'The rank-ànd-! 
is|file group charged the Sullivan]: 
crowd used trickery in the election 
of delegates from the local. | 

Thomas Shortman, of 32-B, for-|: 
merly a vice-president of the inter- 
national, did not run for reelection. 

The* convention today heard}: 
Bishop Edward J. Sheil, Auxiliary, 
Bishop of Chicago, score the as- 
saults being made on workers’ living 


Commenting on the French 
elections, Bishop Sheil declared: 


“Lhe French have voted to finish. 
with indecision and half-hearted 
measures, They have clearly de- 
cided that only complete. social, | 
economic and political reform will 
meet the requirements of ihe: 
hour.” 

Bishop Sheji urged that 


WILLIAM. McEETEIDGE 

Reriected Unahimously 

S t 
safeguards for the peace ot the 
world.” . 

A drive was opened here today by, i 
-ithe union to extend the benefits of 
'|social security to the members 8 
£h this low-paid industry, oo 
` Délegates approyed the demand 

of MoFetridge for $25 minimum Uns, 


death ‘benefit from $100 to $500, 
Because of the rapid growth of the 
"union and the efficient manage- 
ment pf funds, the internationa} 
E now has a treasury ‘of $600,000. 
This! McFetridge declared that there 
page| {should be a maximum treasury of 
74$1,000,000, and that, “instead of, 
etr buying, surplus finances. 
should be used to benefit the mem- 
‘Date ibers.” 
j MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

McFetridge proposed an: organ- 
izing drive aimed at doubling the 
union’s membership in 18 months. | 
New York alone should have 100 00, 
members; he said. 

‘The union has doubled its mem- 
bership Since 1940. ts leadership 
{has been cleared of the Scalise type 
jot racketeers during the last years, 
jand McFetridge indicated that his 
ation intends tà keep “ 
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Hoodlum Control 
=e in Unio 


By Justin McCarthy. 


2 [ ea 
and file? delegation from that 
local seeking to pe seated at the 


union's convention in the Morri-| 


and fil 


local in the union. Local 32-B has 
‘a membership of more than 
‘20,000 and recently engaged in 
'a strike which tied up elevators 
in New York City. 
‘Rebel Delegates Seated. ° 
On a roll call vote the conven- 
tion agréed to séat the 10 mém- 
bers of the rebel delegation in 
addition to the 28 delegates al- 
ready present from Local 32-B. 
.. Hach man will cast approximately 
` 800 of the locals nearly 22,000 
votes at the convention. 
On the question of seating. both 
delegations, the roll call was 
56,494 for, and 8 ,148 against, with 
2, 307 not voting. 
Sullivan Linked to Scalise. 
The local is headed by David 
z8ullivan, ‘a close associate of 
$0; P the convicted 
labor rá des and former presi- 
. dent of the international union. 
The convention; with approxi- 
mately 350 delegates attendi 
was thrown into an uproar wh 


other delegates from New York 
be seated, 

Lynch asserted that all of the 
Local 32-B delegates except his 
group had been “hand-picked” by 
the New York leaders. 

Lyneh was interrupted several 
times during his talk by Sullivan 

` adherents w) ied to use parlia- 
mentary maneuvers to keep him 
from speaking, 


axxo 


Lynch demanded that he and nine| . 
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By BETH MCHENRY 


Lg 


"Gov. Dewey. through Judge George Frankenthaler, 
arbitratot;, has handed. down a décision in. the- elévátor work- 
erg” dispute : which: fits: ‘into the) partem of the Ball-Burtol SL 
Batch bill. a z ut B Hae fee 
While: Frankethaler beded: the 
"Wage Teconimendatións. accepted ` «by. ; 
ithe: ution: ‘and: advanced by: a War 
Labo: „Board Panel; Je` imposed. ou 


p 
k 
+ 


 Pidtienthaler itt making m C 
“his décision seferred. to. the: “tested 
‘procedures ‘ofthe Railway Labor 


ESA which have proven. to Dé af. 
for more effective instrumentality ‘for 
> dndustrial -bencé. within. thë Jregies. : 


pa 
‘is lówesb of ali among, ‘pasie indus: 
trial. rovers 


| provisións” fiting kie Enea) Work 
.Wéek: for building employees: other, 
fna cites at 40 hours. at thel 


; id ien queer tocar 32B tal 1 
P of the recent.: stilke,exp 


''gratittide"- for. the Frankenthal 
decision, '. 

- Suilivan EI reférred: to the 10- 
"year ^" peace. plan? às “the basis: fork 
harmonious: relations. An the future: 5 EE 


LANDLORDS LIKE Xr. m 
he landlord-employéts were like-: 
"wi e: enthusiastic, às. they had ej 


- I egt, tó slight al? : 
t to be. The id pes and "fatzseéing peace program," 


the em-, (added a, thought. or twò ‘or: renis " 
ie sam] and: the Office of Pricé- Contr. X 


achievers, PRESSURES: oPk ye |: 
" the Sy a Achibroviding|, “Inasmuch: -as apartment house~ 
S , réni$ and wages are'ünder Fed- f 
eral, Stabilization , rülés/" "said. 
Rawlins, “the incrédsés granted: |: 
einployés in those structures are | 
mnecéssáril contingent upon. ora. T 
action with. respect: to rents? "j| 
7 The: wages awarded, range: fron. 
Building. employers, io the State}! ($8698 a week for startefs: ahd. 
Mediation: Board during the: strike: ! háxidymen. down 0,528.60; ^e 
The plañ prevents, any reopening |. 4 Frankenthaler . , denied: deniands : 
Loft wage ‘Degatiations. fot threé years fof ‘SeVerance pay; sick leave, reyi- 
and provides for.a long: negotiating! ;sioir of holiday pay} a night- differ=} 
| procéss. ‘whitch ‘culminates in. what]: ential; - And fhe *pàymént ` by’. the] 
‘amounts to. -compilsory- ay ie dei : 
JPY 8 S. Dune. nare is y the} gi 
‘overnor.~ 1 Jur 


4 ; 


^ 


2 g 
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‘Board on' Labor Relations, mes 
head: of, the-e ap, s, after pr 


e 


‘outlaws. thé Tight tö strike g and- can’ 
| Be: used to. freeze-wages-at. any je i; 
“fhe: employers prefer. he 
d It is in eet te qnid 
etup "proposed by Walter ‘Gord 

erritt, sinistet. counsel. for th! 


This: is a -ripping from l = 
pagó. of the 
i DAILY WORKER 
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iy BETH MéHENBY - "iiie 
The New York id éstale sharks. with | sivesindined| 
trike-breaking tactics yesterday thwarted the effort: of the} | 8. 
ie B 33 $ A. 


itate Mediation Bóard to settle-th. 
Although. their representatives 
ppeared. with: ypberi tically holy 


feyer, Mediation Boi ; 
esterday afterndoii, ana zefused|- 
iciot-blank to-méet; with the-unions gtessive Ww 


o discuss anything at all until thej. ste the por 
trike Was 'endéd,. “geria funétiong to ot 


he SIDID SES A ‘saying bitterly, ' 
abie to. the Mediation: c i 
n ler 


sod faith: to meet the o ‘that they were “on. call 


tow it looks like: we’ re: ‘back: where] 
yë started? » | iustratéd their continued 


Thé union itsisted; however, th 
hë eniplóyers representative 
vould meet jointly. 
Opr shitie Boo 
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vary Hatters pus in 1907, et 
hë erdployers yesterday. He E: 
dears, to Have altered his échniq e fiad: sient ag of eter 
ronsidetably sice the last building 
etvide: strike in. 1936 when Ais 
ütlón was- that unions ‘had Ao, 
jXàce- in industry ài all. 

‘Yesterday ie dressed: up ‘his te 
'usai to deal. with, the: union with s 


| The "National" Maritime’ Union, |: 
CIO; issued’ a statement atronely| 

pporting- thè ‘strikers. i 
A delegation from the 


‘superboard” - E .'Bbeciab tiibuial ji 


lelégated. with: thé. power tofia Clipped ái the. Seat - Qf ` 
ni disputes ‘in thg“ indüstry: 1 for. th pp uu $ 


yext 10.year&.. (ae EC C Á— Government. 


The. ‘Sttikebreaker then said|The « furriers’ eles weeds ; ale 
Jasly. of, thie. "supefbosrd" p id iurera wh 2 : 470 
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i H3 EVER ires was a. abe provoked by profit-greedy 
i "employers determined to. keep their workers ai starva- : 

' tion levels, the New York elevator strike is it” 
For years the real. estate interests. have been making 
_ huge profits, particularly in commercial buildings, They . 


pe EN ` have had no vacancies. ‘They have taken advaritage-of the | 

"us ic emergency Sliortage of space to jump: rents to fantastie 

en ` | figures. „Gov: Dewey’ s commercial rent law, passed in. 

> "Sus February, invited: them to.hike rents. another 15 ‘percent’ 

ZEE ‘ above the: already-inflated. levels.of July oflast year.. — 7 

UN Or top of thàt, real estate taxes "were drastically cut 
: st year and this.. ` 


:-2. While the feal estate interests have beer: aking iti in, 
as : , they: have been paying their workers the munificent sùm | 
E z «0f. $28 a: week for a 48-hour week, little more thai. half, 
ia | the average wage paid to industrial. workers. nationally... 
E 5200 Now they have. eut hours- to.40-and insist upon redue: | 
: ` ing this: miserable wage another $2: 50. ce | 3 
' o ? X War Laboy Board panel upheld the unión: contentio 7 à 


* that this was insufferable'and that the ‘wage level should. |: 3 
Pw Xiot be reduced. But the regional War Labor Board. ‘acceded. 
do the demands. of the employers and reversed the ‘panel: | 


x 4 : The WLB. action i is disgracef not. only ‘becauise- it. permits: |; 
E «à ' the employers to get away with this miserable wage but | 
4 ; Pecause.it nullifies the prin iple 'thàt- purchasing power i 
$ ; should be kept up in: this period. oF 
SC i. The. employers. must be forced by. an outfaged publie , 
BN ` Opiition to accédé to*the ‘modest. union demand that ihe 
y PRO. : $28 wage level be maintained with the cut. in hours. anl 
H g ! The city; which: hàs given the: realty interésts large tàx 
: ‘ cüts. iii recent years, must insist, that they grant. the just 
H ; demands. and take. measurés to see that they do. — 
The Strikers deserve the support of .eveiy. honest,,’ 
E x ^ z - — 
| fair-minded em This is a clipping from 


> page rA of the 
A 2-3 sel 6 4 DAILY WORKER 


d mp" » we fed YS, 
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amu je ‘strike ‘entered its. third. 
day, here appeared a strong pos- 
sibility tirat it would spread to: 
‘apartment houses in Manhattin 
and to buildings of ni types in 
- Brooklyn and the: Btonx. Sever’ 
Tironx uildngs were: reported: 


1 Im. Manhattan, the elevators. in 
g host of thé big. office buildings troni’ 
ihe. Battery to: 57 St. remained: 
- }grounded. Approximately. - 15,000, 
building: workers- -are-involved. Ait the. 
‘strike, * which has: shut. down service 


far. 
a | The two big dealty groups whose 
on f ; unfair labor practices brought or], 
f the” strike continued to refuse tol 
‘negotiate with the unions im any. | 
ak = e ‘way: The Regional War Labor 
` ; ' Board ‘tried. unsuccessfülly to bring} 
. ,thestrikers and real-estate: big-wigs | 

together. 


'GIo- “SUPPORT m 

2 ds ' Meanwhile, CIO unions took a 
' thé .cudgels for he AFL building 
‘strikers; From. “the CiO State, 

; Comity and Municipal: Workers" 
ne & Stern. denunciation of any 


[What ihe Building 


Workers Want. i 
‘Strike. demands. P MR op 


| emergenéy ^ health. 
. Therefore; any use of city ein- 


j| gether. for fair settlement 
icons demands.” 


building s service. e, employes, in includes. i 

7^10-hour ES with: n no reduc- 
tion iir take-home. pay (the War 
Labor Board: directive reduced 
the ‘hours. of the ‘building workers 
‘but cut' their ay by apptoxi- 
mately: $2.59 a “aveek):;, imion- se~ 


: cutity, holidays, vacations, siries . 


and lockout: provisions, arbitra- 
tion. and severance pay., 


lim 1,575: office and Toft buildngs so. M 


. "state ét emérgency.' 2 . 
James V. King, New York Distric 


president of the SCMW, wired "th dUXONI. 


mayor: 


T «phe ‘Building. “Service union 4 


"dias taken all precautions. for 
measures. 


ployés can be characterized only 
às.govérnment. iüterference in bz- 
Balt'.of employers. City. employes’ 
Support Building: Service worke i 

demands. We. urge you to u 
your óffüéé to bring parties D 
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This is a clipping from 
page of the 
Hew York Journal American 


: S Se ti 


ns D ih Jivan ezarofte p- The s Bondi has: dicii i" EM Ci 
1 ing "el ii "elevató and. maintenance | AND SO HAS. DAVID SULEL 
workers, who has virtually inple | wage” ) HA 

thé business of t e greatest city in VAN... BY IGNORING THE. 


m Ar. T AND : D CRELING | 
Ld HAN ILLEGAL. AND OUTRA- F 
3! “Hundreds of thousands of ‘New >i GE A: 
H ‘orkers, are. beino- EUNISHED not “i QUSS STRIKE ATTI HIS CRITI" 


by-astrikeagainst the landlords BUT. f pos d B. E 
BY. OPEN DEFLANGR “OF THE UCONVER FROM Nin "TO. 
, WAR LABOR BOARD, the highést "| PEAOE er. rS 2: 
‘government bod: body y de delegated, to settle | z 
Jabor disputes. -  - if Sullivan isi the successor tis Gorge | 
The issues in the dispute were | Scalise, in Sing Sing for rackéteer: | 
legally laid before. the War Labor | ig) and- James J, -Bambrick, fone 
Board, | | tenésd "for: looting i he. Unions 
"The: issues: -were. decided ön [ireammy, — 07 : 
THEIR MERITS- by this same | Tast ‘March, W E  McFeizidge,. | 
Agency of the: United States: Governs | internal iona Preside lnt, j Obtained an c 
Ment. AES E injunction amm aimed at 
iy, ~ Theownors LONG LA GOagiéed= | Si 
d$ all law-abiding citizens 
doncc io abide. by sn 


vihied pinum eas 
Gaccount for pete S00 oog Él 
$ Loca = Hsu nds." Su 


S eme Ate se 


f. CASS fe a sie un into. WA E 
PES Sid un A tae 

eee E u iyana 
Jigtieredu dois ped | 


pp cm M 


E the at 


dognit ON OFC 

pa PRO rd ge quien of tojas 
s ewe. pages of PM in dgdasid mai: thé: ‘elevators: ab e. the. "sett 
Tis : Section; Y ` : p floor'i if „Apartmi 


mon AFL anion, å apnotnced: tt eee pe eae ‘ 
an, hab. the: tesidenti to-alilde, but. which: brought from} 
HE wot id. not: al VE Süllvan thé remark that “welll 

: ‘istay on strike: until hell freezes] 
“rover.” f 
“There i$ nó change in the ]. 
| sitiation: that. X know about; . 
| ‘Rawlins said. "I have received 
DO word from the WEB, the | 


[s one - 1:200. o of the 
city’s apartment 
houses. today as the 


awison | ünlony. Of fio ward 
walkout of building| "E nu MEE E m Mivo, 2n “labor d: 
Workers continued to} ee ü E eee 


Rawlins Bolted to: the: telle] 
‘phone inwhis ‘office, at 12 E Dt 
qi» and sed: it had: heen "almost 


JContinied. on it Page: 5 


Colurini: $ H 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, 
D. C. 


em 
: M 


BE ANE 


Se 


‘Employer Groups Called 
To Heating Today \¥ 


: effort,to head off a strike oF 29,000: 
{elevator operators, building super-. 
: intendents, and maintenance work-. 


[ers which was slated to begin this-fort to enforce wage and:hour terms} 
Tg 7 ,|contained in WLB panel recóm- h 
fey for; mendations issued last July, La. 
ildipg Guardia -directed Edward C. Ma-l 
'guire, his n advisor, to seek af 
‘Union, AFL, said the joint execu- meeting with the two groups. Ma-f 
Eres detenido what| guire said there was no question.o£ |: 
E the'sericusness" of the strike threat. |. $ 

It would be the first citywide- 


morning, i 
!, Aaron Benenson, att 
' Locals 82-B and 164 or ih ] 


' Service Employes 


action to take on the latest WLB; 


tmove at a meeting this mornihe. "| 1 
; oe aa cm building Qe ; m en aj 
‘action could be withheld pending |two-week strike forced apartment} 

; Lee: ‘dwellers. and: office workers tó walk: 
the fact.that union officials never.) : ; 


It was pointed. out that striké 
outcome of the hearing in view of 


; have stated the-exact hour the:strike 


vould be called. ay ME 
“Mayor La Guardia, in his weekly 


adio- broadcast yesterday, annouric. | 
d that the locals had notified him | 


. they would furnish. emergency ele- 
,;]Vator. service in apartment "build. 
-ings.for delivering food, milk, med-| 
cines, and carrying tenants above 
the sixth floor. Earlier, he said thé 
‘Health Dept. planned to: providi 
such emergency. Service in-event ol 
sttike, © = "OP i 

;. , Appeals to "Boys 


| Appealing to “the:boys” to "listen , 
to their friends,” La-Guardia said; 


“I do:not believe you really want a: 
istrike. Perhaps other people want 
ito strike, Perhaps it is’ being. in- 
'stigated. i 
« “You know, boys,” he said, “it is 
jan easy thing to go. on strike, Fre- 
| quently that strike lasts. too. long. 
|- . - You will remember that it 
jnot.many months ago that we hia: 
‘newspaper delivery strike. I ap-, 
‘pealed then and the terms the.men: 
‘got were very much the same as 
they would have obtained several 
ays, or at least two. weeks, ‘before: 
hey actually went back to work, I 
ow that.you boys have a griev- 
ince. ... P ean assure you that the 
yegional and National. WLB: As, 
Wady to-review your grievances and: 
` pass upon them.” E ` 
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1900 of the 
Manhattan. - . 
1986 Tie-up. 

After the strike decision was an-. 
nounced Saturday night in an ef-. 


s up-&nd down stairs and live and 


Ks to Avert 


'Borted to have a separate contract $ 
j with the unions, would not be af- 
+4 fected, ‘but the Empire State Bidg.: 


| associations and may be struck. 


4 rate contracts as a strike alternative. 


Wes the rank and file on July t 


fiat E E E PON 


work in unheated rooms, ; 


allie strike. would. affect "eyeri| lpdkeztye 
t in Manhattan except ever i 


and a few others," one union offi- 
cial said. Rockefeller Center, re- 


has. been represented by the tealty 


David Sullivan, president of]... ; 
‘Local 82-B, said some 200-buildings] = 

already have signed individual con- E 
‘tracts, and it was emphasized by foe oe 
the locals that individual buildings: 
‘have the opportunity to sign sepa-| ' 


The strike decision was reached 
after the locals Friday rejected as 


‘gave them ‘a. “mandate” to sign no. 


.fcontrüct with conditions less than]-. . BAL 


t> -IRIGA 
$» 


f 
YOR REONE ED 


fd. tik. Á 
7 OT g 1345 


`| those recommended by tHe. panel. 


[Island and northern’ New Jersey 


-pickets ate withdrawn; - 


{Drivers and Salesmen's Union, 
J AFL, halted wholesale deliveries: 


. Labor developments «elsewhere: . 
. The Great Atlantic and Pacific] 
Tea‘ Qo. closed 242 stores. in Staten: 


Over the weekend. because mem-[ 
bers of an AFÈ drivers! union re- 
fused: ta cross picket lines around... 

e company warehouses in New-| 
ark. Company. officials said the: 
‘stores would remain closed until. 
. Also in Newark, a strike of 1000-1. 
members of Local 194, Bakers, 


of six major baking companies and 
many smaller ones, Thè union is; 
asking a 1 percent inorease-in-sales- 
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| a af ‘the. July. 
union officiais. “rejected à Regiona tenorhy Mr. - “Sullivan: Said, differ &, 
War: Labor Board directive handed! ü 
dowh yésterday. UANG f tions. of d das region be 

: Day :Sullivan;. president. ét Local report; which | thé« uniói says]: 
2.80 Bullaing ~ Seivics. Employees, “ompietely "njatéeptahle m 


vere 


1 Bi. ‘demands- n whith ties 
Técoininendatit 3 


pie dhandalé of the meriibérstii 
~ Fink Nelson, président: of! 
164, ioft. and: Office Supe n téndents| Were ni anion” " security; 
Oni işsüed a. similar ‘statement, vacations, “strikes 
"The: mandate. o£ the reer sions; x at 
sola, ‘explained, was: to trike 


: “ihg üüé 
u pion’ teed on: ` the: fwar gre inidtow: if t 
B ard patie repoft recommenda ‘working without a; 


Feb 4 and: in. other šections- ot Ene 
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pt im. edad l my ‘the s j E je e 
Jresolye. ihe. dispute" yest ia 
died strike “action, im 5,000 Maühat- io. “hear from: emi oy ot 


. tan. dott, tofo: mor Saiid»): Ages T 
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1 This is a clipping from 
v " iticers, “David. EI I m page of the 
(of Local- 328: of the Alde s 


DAILY WORKER 
; Service „Emp oyees, „International; > 
r EEEE 


“said, E 7 [instead . of. 46-hoürs.. ‘ab. “eurten : Ww 
ie ‘employer pm compel ` “al weekly pay ranging: froi $3005" ‘tol Date J rox s d 5 
stelle. déspite- the. unions, decisión, $2498. .. . - 4 
‘\sullivan’ added; shop. stewards: will Walter Gordon: imei "ant 
we i instructed to:See that energeti- labor K , 

Service is reridered: wherever ; Seis | pie yes: 
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nion Chief"s, 


on d 31 E Mr. E. A: Taram.. 
Suspension e 
S t Justice Ham MORE MEE 
upreme Cour - MAIN ; 
, mer yesterday enjoined William Mr. Coffey... ng 
F. MeFetridge,. president of the Mr, Glavin 47 
Empi Inter- 


suspending Dàvi kilvan, presi- | 
dent of Local 32-B, from the. 


union, 
Hammer also granted Sullivan's ; d 
t motion that the international j ir. Carson sanoa aoa 


president be restrained 'tempo-| 
rarily from supervision of local 
affairs other than to “watch and 
| observe” the officers and have- - Pennington ..... 
i nancial records audited. 
Sullivan told the court he 
Lerved last March 1 LAB 
| uspefision notice and a Chi 
court order prohibiting him frim 
interfering with McFetridge as 
“supervisor” of Local 32-B, a. New 
York organization with more than i 
1 30,000 members. , 
Hammer's opinion said McFet. 
ridge lacked authority to insti 
tute such action in Illinois, and. 
: noted that Sullivam had been re- 
i i : elected. local president after mis- | 
: t * |feasance ahd malfeasance charges | 
had. been made against him. ' 
“This would'seem-to indicate 
| that the majority of the mem: 
{bers of the local had confit: 
iderice in Sullivan and his abil. 
ity, and wanted him to handl 
i ‘|their local's nud the gi , | 
i x Said. . 
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HE 


"vi Scalise, 
apnea put 
: Building Service Employes' In- 


CHICAGO, Jan. 14. 
ODAY I present a guest artist, who signs his 
name “Joe,” on the letterhead of "Joseph A. 


ower Building, Washington, D. C. 
i This document. is aaen Jan. 21, 1940, and 
addressed to “Mr. £ 
1 ie pins 


t 
py eduction, he 
it explained that Joseph A. 
! Padway is a close political 
' friend of President Roosevelt: 
and is the attorney general of. 
; the American Federation. of — 
' Labor. He-is also general 
counsel of the ‘Teamsters’ 
Union, whose president, Dan“ 
Tobin, gave that dinner for ; ib 
Mr: Roosevelt, last fall at Westbrook Pegler’ 
which the President made his first frankly politi- 
cal speech of thé ‘cdnipdigh. Mr. Padway Was 
present there. that night. Be it further perse 
‘that Padway was.sent to Englatd with Tob 


i 


l 


Mr. Roosevelt's considered selection of a pine 


morally fit, to represent the decent Working peo 
ple of the U. S. A." : 


f. George Scalise was president of the Building 
‘Service Employes’ Unión, an important unit of 
the A. E.. of L., later vas sentenced to two terms 
^in prison: for offénses which, in all, amounted to 


£y. Vicious. betrayal of the workers under dis con-'. 
' trol who were mostly window-wasners, shambere 


maids, sordbwomeén in office buildings, hellhops. 
in.small hotéls and pinboys in. bowling alleys: 


Pfeviously,. he Had. served four yesis in.a.Fed- . 
i eral prison for white: Slavery: in. thàt he: did epi" 


| pela girl, 16 years old, to: travel from State to. 
‘State as & prostitute, 


a umm 
i 1 
CAVING- become president of the: union, by 
selection of the old Gapone mob of mut 
ee ih Chicago, and never having done-& 
probably honest day's work in his life, Scalise 
applied tó. President Roosevelt, through thie 
Department of Justice, for a pardon which would 
restore His right. to vote and, hold public, office. 
This ‘petition was. indorsed by wilm Green; 
the brésident of the^A, E..of In and by Padway. 


$04 3 West AS d 


A few days before the vpetition: might. have- 


been granted by President Roogevelt, Scalise’s 
criminal record. and firm evidence of his con- 
tinuing associations with underworld gangs in 
the labor movement, were published in these 
dispatches.. . 

BA epi onn 


OSEPH PADWAY. was counsel for Scalise’s 


ux n: and admits. having received from 
ise. $1,000 for legal: services ày hort time be: ` 


: fore he indorsed the petition. „#7 


f 
| 7JAFEB AT 


rone Ex 


adway, counsel, American pederasion of Labor, 


* appreciate that the comments of Pegler are false 


i command. In fact, I have already discussed. tlie | 


. itor’s Note: May refer 


Green tò £o. With mà. to the Attorney. Général. 


. helpyme to present.the facts to the Attorhey:Gen- 


add ed - SEES 
87 FEB 10 1945 
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By WESTB 


The letter € mentionéd follows: 

“Dear George: -$ 

"I had read' Pegler's article before I received | 
your letter and I was about to write you concern- | 
ing it. I know that you feel bad over this | 
article, for that is quité natural. Yet, Pegler 
is a very much disliked rian, and T am sure that 
those who are your friends will remain your 
friends, regardless of thé viciously overempha- 
sized: and: colored attacks he makes ‘upon you. 
The mere fact that he has used such rotten | 
language will create in the mind of the average 
reader a suspicion-of the truth of what he says. ` 


“Don't let it worry you. 'Thése who know you 


and unfounded. Those who are your friends— 
and I include myself in that category—wlil re 
main. your friends and will think. as much.of you 
as they ever thought of you. As for myself, I f 
ani going to:support your appliéatión for Testora- 
tion of citizenship with all the power at my | 


matter with President Green, 5o às. to arrange | 
an appointment for him and me to confer with 
Mr. Jáekson. [Editor's Note: The Attorney 
Getieral appointée:] Thé difficulty is that Mr, | 
Green. had to: gó to St.Louis: I daresay we shall B 
have to go io the department ` on our retuim $ 
from Miami. In view of the Pegler letter [Ed- 
fo Pegler article]'it may | 
be better to go at that time because the Pégler . 
, letter will have beén forgotten-to- quité - & degree ^ 
' by. then. - Remember, George, there is nothing so. 
dead às yesterday’s news. "Remember, too, that |. 
no- persóm has àny ‘réspect for the writer of an $ 
article who resurrects an incident that i$ no j 
ore than 2 youthful indiscretion in. order: to ' 
heap: abuse: upon: such. youth almost a + quarter 
of à gentury a after the incidents 


“please ‘keep your head up "and: meet with your ub 
friends just as you have béen doing, Keep on | 
fighting for your unión and its members ds you f 
“have been doing. They! "will think a$ much of 
you as they have. im the past-arid you will:retain |$: 
. their continued respect: i - i 

“as.T stated before, I shall again ask President 


SS 


"Mr. Pennington ..... a 
‘Mr. Qiinn Tamm... | 


I am glad to have your letter becdtse it will 


m 


eral, and I ani hopeful that we will-be successful. 4 
Above.ali, I don't want you to become depressed. 1. 
"Yow must be máintained. in ‘this labor move- 
ment for the good you have done, and. the good }- 
you wil do. Remember, Í ain with you 100 per 
cent and hundreds of others feel the same. p 
“I àm sure our friendship will grow stronger i| 
with time. Yol can. certainly court upon me to 3 
"help. you, and: I will consider if & privilege 1 
todo so. 3 : 
. “With my esteem. and good wishes; Y n à 
friend; (Signed) ‘Joe’.”” : 
(Copyrights 1945, by King Features Syndicate) V ` 
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eo 
nion Looted |> 
+ By Bambrick |. 4 
To ‘Save Life’ 
Ex-Head of Local 


{32-B Says He Bought Off 
' Killers With Funds de 


i 
1 


| funds to buy protection for his life į 
ibn was threatened in 1936 by 
‘Chicago hoodlums who weré try- 
ing to gain control of the union. 

Bambrick, who was sentenced to 
one to two years for the theft, was 
j testifying in State Supreme Court 
;in an examination before trial -in 
,an action brought by five union 


;members against him and Dayid 
x X ulia individual and as for- 
mer présidents of the local, to ac- 


; count for $300,000. of union funds 
jallegedly diverted from the treas-. 


* 


` James J. Bambrick 


tion" would be arranged on Local 
82-B books by their accountant. 
“I was shocked at the proposal 
and considered it a holdup, but I 
agreed to it to save my life," Bam- 
brick said, s 
Fictitious. Loan. ... 


ury. 
He said the threat to his life 


was „made at a meeting with 
i Geor eal, former president of 
;tüe Building Service Workers, In- 


iterhational, headquarters Chicago, 
jin Longchamps Restaurant in the 
| Chanin Bldg. 
ME Quotes. Scalise 
| Bambrick said Scalise rushed 
into the restaurant and said: 
| "Im telling you, you are going. 
‘to get killed at 6 o'clock by a Chi- 
-cago killed" named the Boiler- 
! maker.” 
It was then 5:80. 


fees of lawyers who: 
cials against criminal charges from 
time to time, He said the union 
paid $12,000 for his own defense 
and -$3000 for legal investigations 
in connection with the case. 

The action which will be con- 
tinued Friday arises from a com- 
plant by Paul 1 


87 AUS 24 1944 


Rene Are d Ls 


an : 
uilivan oh behalf of the rank- 
rand | Bis membeshin, 
Among 26 charges contained i 
the complaint is the allegation tha 
David Sullivan, who ‘succeeded 
Bambrick as preident of the focal 
in July, 1841, conspired with Sc 
lise and other persons to gain coil. 
trol of Local 82-B in order to lodt 
its treasury and divert funds 
themselves. 
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pay Boost Given] 


Sixty-five hundred build- 
ing service workers in 
(jain New York City are now 
` awaiting a decision from 
the War Labor Board onan arbitra- 
tion award granting them a $2 a 
week wage increase. 
| ine workers, members of Local 
32By¢ABuilding Service Employees 
Internation MIODAL., are em- 
ployed in commercial buildings, Un- 
affected by the award made last 
week by Dean Harry Jà Carman of 
Columbia College, the* arbitrator, 
are about 25,000 workers employed- 
in HE houses throughout the 
city; 


' ThomasNShortman, union vice 
president, said that wage demands 
for the apartment house workers ' 
would be ‘presented next week to 
{the Realty Advisory Board, which! 
ripresents the landlords. The unioi). 


m. an average of 51-to-60 ho 
to a flat 48 hours, 


uilding ? Workerb| 


This is a clipping fron 
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‘Sealisé Pal Pleads 
Puilty to Extortio | 


sidor yAchwartz, organ- 


m ing Em-[ 
ed guilty in Cons Seselons yes- 
terday to attempted e a He 
i will be sentenced June 1 

Schwartz was indicted with 
George Scalise, union president | 
who was convicted in 1940 of the |! 
theft of $60,087 in union funds and 
ofjextorting ‘nearly $1,000,000 froxfi 

dow-cleaning firms, exterminj- 
tdts and hotel owners under thregt |. 
'ojf.strikes and. VDO damage. | . 


(pESEY: ny ae 
NL Uf A-I IAS Ap Zt 


ta 


jJ fue. Ide 


Annet memes} teens 


SED 


"This is à clipping from 


page 


Government. 


Ask Sout "m | 
rh o > 


Cdurt action to- compel an " a 
counting of $300,0( funds belongs. 
ng to Local 32-E Building, Service 


| Employes, International T Union, has | fecretary while Bambrick was presi 204 
jbeen started by five members .of the|ient, succeeded to the presidency 
union in Supreme Court. EER biu dee. re an 
Sullivan yebterday unted thi 
The sult is fene against David court action as without foundation n 
JA Sulliyan, individually and as presi=| and "just a cheap, political trick” / 
ent o al 32-B, and against|designed to influence the outcome oft d 
l am, ambrick, fotmer preident Local 32-B elections which take, j 
place in September. į 
B ee RH term-Tor arcem) He charged that the five bringing í 
the suit were tools of Bambrick-and z 
The action is brought by, ERI Hs said that Paul Bell, one of them, i 
z m TENOR Cass beer ad Been a member of the Local: 
T livs OPRET d Tea an ns executive board in the Bg 
rank f Dpullivan. _ [rick administration but had: fille 
CHARGE FUNDS DIVERTED |)f reelection since. -j 
. They charged that the union's| The complaint in the court actiokr 
Sresidotit had “diverted $200,000 of {links Sullivan to Scalise and charges 
the local's funds to his own use and |that.Sullivan is now in absolute con- 
that of his co-conspirators by plac«/ trol of the affairs of the local and’ 
ing persons named by them on the|its finances. Among other charges 
locals payroll and by means ofjare that Sullivan caused a former 
various other illegal schemes, de assistant district attorney to be em- 
| vices and stratagems.” ployed as counsel for the union and 
: "This is the international union: paid him $80,000 in counsel fees. It 
|formérly headed by George lise, is also charged that Sullivan re-| 
who was found guilty of stealing ceived $25,000 in “kickbacks” froni aj 
funds from his union im September, | Union doctor and that he made exs; 
1940, and sentenced tò-at least five- dep payments in salary in excess 
i 
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mE È ro PN 
E un Orders | 
| Reinstatement 


Of 2 Negroes 


fnembers, .suspended. 
E sui ‘Thomas ĝi wis president oti 


“VICE... UI 
82-E, Bronx, and on that basis re-i 
D moved from jobs they held for 19 
' years, were ordered reinstated and. 
reimbursed. for time- lost, — 


Judge Henjam ly 
cently grants /Char . Rebel 
5141.50 and. Fare MA Rasmussen 


was filed against Lewis to force a 
settlement of the terms of the 
t. decision. which. was handejj, 
wn two weeks ago + ^ de 
e basis for Lewis’ aciiort-laqr 

dine, was a claim that the t 
men he suspended failed to inform: 
j the union of alleged cio plans to: 
s organize the: building. 'where- they |. 
ex were employed. He arbitrarily. sus~ 
oA pended thenr- andi: ‘invoked’ the. 
we” gi GR agen a ~ closed. shopr: fulés.tok removes therit} - 
i from employment,- D 
Judge Schreiber ruled ‘that the} 
men were neither presented with’ 
. written charges nor grantéd a trial]. 
as the union's constitution re- 

quires, 

Lewis is & holdoyer from thé 


days .when thé notorious racketeer| 
GeorgefSca: p MM in’ prison; lord- 
ed ové GU uilding Service In~ 


ternational Gun EO in i937 Lewis 
-gained wide Rewspaper publicity 
when he ‘similarly’ Suspended 26 
members ior “Communism.” Ris 
e of the closed shop weapon tb 
lster- his bureaucratic power A 
E Jihtimidated many members of thie 
x . i : cal who are duc cd to. him. 
E p "pits is a clipping from 
, page 2 of the 
-DAILY ACRKER 
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GREETINGS TO. THE DATI WORKER ON 207H ANN IVESRGAXY 


. 
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PSP By AnrHUR CONSTANT y i 
isi EPresident, Joie vos &Xotiding-Bérvibels E 
Ee ^^ Shenton Unlon, t : as 
z v n i 
reetings to the Daily, Worker- i 
| greatest labor and win-the- de i 
er int the country. E 
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"Bes EY Union Wants c 
To Jail OPA Violators | 


(Special to the Daily Worker) “proof of- thé neeli for city 'co-i 

facie D i ato operation 4o Hold down prices isi | 
of strong, suppor n e pro~ 
posal: thet the Vs dde adopt shown by & recent: survey of eating | i 
an ordinance making violation of places, which showed that 88 out: 
OPA priće ceilings a misdemeanor |of 101 were violating price ceilings 
is urged by a sponsoring commit-|with. overcharges ranging from 5 
tee ffom labor. cents to '75 cents,” 

"Opposition from special interest| ‘The Proposed: ordinance xkenared 
groups is alréady evident, the com-|at the request of the AFD” Building; 

* mitteè warned, in urging organiza- | Service  Eiiployes Union, takes 
tipns to notify council members of OPA price yiolations punishable b 
.tlletr support to Offset the powerfullz fhe up to $300 and imprisonmen 

oppositlon to the ineasure, ' {of 90 days or both. 
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x 
Radio City 4 
Strike Ended 


d The four-day strike at Rocke- 
feller Center ended Saturday morn- | 
ying, according to a joint announce- 
ment by management and a spokes- 
man for the workers independent 
union. 

What is still uncertain is whether 
there will be enough operators} 
Monday to man the 199 elevators. 
Lovigfreri, lawyer for the strik- 


(v 


nl Dill s Ma» 


foi 
/ 


buf on 


the 750 maintenance ‘employes 
were already looking for jobs in 
war plants. , 
Pickets were removed from the. 
buildings following the announce- 
ment that the walkout was at end. 
F'erkin said: . 
_ “The United States and the war 
food: are more deserving of the 


: T quality o£ labor ‘represented by 
-p ‘these employes than is Rockefeller 


Center," . 
Hugh Spfrtbeson, eset 
manager of the mid-town develop- | 
iment, disclosed that half of the 
250 elevator operators who. had 


t 
AS LL 


e. 


> 


$^ walked out had returned to work. 
A Saturday morning. However, in the 
XM } maintenance divisions, the number 


returning was very small, accord- 
ing to Robertson. 

The Rockefeller Center’ official} 
‘promised that there would be no 
‘reprisals against the strikers. 

The walkout was called by an 
‘insurgent groyg ryhich had brakom 
away from ilding and Con-: 
struction "Trades Council, AFL, 
Which has a niaiiténamcs contract 
|with Rockefeller Center. The im- 
mediate reason for the walkout was 
the discharge of seven women. 
cleaners. 


s, hinted strongly that many of] 
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‘| By the Associated Press. 
kt NEW YORK, July "7. 
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Jof 225 elevator operators, MEN f 
1 Some walted out the strikers, 

fretting, and. pushing. elevator. but- | 
ions.as'they did.so; while others, in- | 
cliding some of the 200 persons in 
,the ROA. Building’s observation’ 
tower, made’ their. way downstaifs: 
l'or: foot; zou ae PN 


Hob Sestera, 87 Radio; City guides 


' &ho-led the group from.the observa ii 
»tion. roof. down. 75: fights. ot.stalrs; E 
ui 
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end 
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reported thie ttip-togk-50:4 "AG 


jalkout’ 
jte 
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ot 


;be 
iclared. The-striké ‘begah.at-5.p.m.,, 
-elósing Hotir of most offices, and. 
ended. 55” minutes: daten vo^ 3 
aim, local ad- 
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[ar |. Josephen Blek, local b 
‘milnager, said the root of the: trou 
"pl was & ‘quarrel as io *whethel 


was, paid-up im. hi 
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` Unions End | 
9. -Year Dispute 


A E | jurisdictional 
conflict. between. Palnters Districk ` 
Couneil. 9 and .Loéal 42B- of the 
"Bu ~ Service Emfloyes Thiers: 
nations] Unijon, both AFD, 13 
ed and the TOUDS ave mg 
diy an organizational, drive among, 
imáihten&hoe workers. ` 
. This was. announdéd yesterday by. 
District, Qouhoif 9' "Màitinance" 
Orzenidiü3. Cottimittes, headed- by” 
Louis Weinstock, irving. * Sehnur- 
mah and Philip Zhusnét. . 2 

"Phe two unions joined in a giiüs 
edi agreettent in, which each’ rece | 
ognizes the other's jurisdictional . 
'clajitis, agrees: on pull? £ogperation: 
jn organizing: unorganized: buildings 
‘and each. undertakes to pay Ms ipo: 
rata. Sháre of necessi gy ‘expenses. ° 
uir derd påinte 5, ot Workèfg' 
of: tuli-flédged,, 


fecognized. às comirk: 
júrišdiction óf Disttict "Council $,. 
under the agreement. | AN other: 
Glasses of Maintenance workers will; 
. [Be recognized ‘as. thë jutisdiction. of 
Local 328i 

Cph&- egréement. opilatés any Te: 
hewal of conflict by providing” for 
settlement. ef ny dispute that. 
might.. árisé. through discusion. by 
inion: head 

séntatives, ot, if " those fail, théotigh' 
by. both: bodies: - 


thé unions. ééntéréd ot historie. 
wage differentials in the two. fields: 
"hé long - dstablisted Painters 
Union had éstáblished relatively: 
High wage. standards while ‘build- 


asstentd bs Jandlords. ig pamtit 
jobs, were paid. MUCH, less. mam 


international représ: 
gh: 
thé ruling of ai: umplie,. Agreed: On| 


“Didrerencés in‘ thé (past between! 


ing setvicamen, many of whom were. 


“A traditional policy oF “ore uni- 

fOrmrnadé—vihe uniform SUkmüdrd 
for all” made it dimeult for the 
Painters Unión to bridge. this pré- | 
wailing wage gap: and otBanizé füll- 
‘time’ paititets engagéd in, “work die 
‘tedtly tor the. owner." 
1 With the ‘eoopératiol |*of officers’ 
‘of both: intefnational s à doni 
ipromise wad workéd sider which. 
‘the “one iinifoim iwage” policy was. 
idiégarded and 4 secondaky wage! 
frat&' was tecogtilzed för the nidiü- 
‘tenance féld: Thé compromise at, 
{tie samé iie protéots exiting 
Hinton standards. from She compéti= 
‘tion. of'lowér wages by insistence 
Jihat. where the secondaty-rate pre-| 
walls there shal be guaranteed an=) 
{nual employment, 

Edivard Ackerley, third vicé-pres- 
ident of the Brotlierhood of Paint] 
ers, JosBph Ë Odhepn, general. ors 
inizer and- Lotti Weitistodls, - 
E Agreement y dor the Bai 
jpnion, | 
o ickhámni, Thomás: Shortmàn, 
Thomas. G. Young sisned for. te] 
Buliding Service. Iptgeitena. ; 
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"Thes -mobilization of Uses aia 
ers of our nation to make the year 
1943 produce the maximum of vital 
foods. will be ‘greeted. by labor and 
industry as & symbol of the unity: 
of our nation in our struggle for 
ithe survival of dernocracy. we d. 

“While thé sons of farmers, 
workers and industrialists are unit. 
ed in: our armed forces, fighting the 
same fight against, the same etiemy. 
of everyoné that is Ahteriġan, so 
their. folks at home must fight in 
industry and agriculture, for- war 
production is based: on the toil, of 
the worker and the farmer, — 
| "Iam confident that our national 
‘government, under your Jeadership, 
iwill find Solutions for the prob. 
‘lems, facing agrictilture, so that the 
[American fernier! will bé-able to dol 
what he wants to dós. produce: food: 
dn « jundarice; so that not-oni sii 
ithe llAmieriean: people: in and ‘out? of 


iL 


'atilint Allies; of the United Nit dns 
(maybe assisted to ‘the -greatedb às 
tent possible.” wae ] 


“(Special 1o The: mee 


4 CHICAGO,” den. d 


iexpected: to: be followed: by ‘thé 
[Qorsement of other labor leide 
L Halling. the- proclamation as? ^8 
recognition by the Président oh 
half of the éntiré nation of a 
(culture's proud record in produciüg 
od so yital to: winning the 


nnd in'a a ie taste 
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dent of Local 32-B-E 
Service Employes. . "Union, ` : l 
AFL, pleaded guilty yester- | MEME 

tday to the theft of $10,000. | Bi 

| of the, organization's funds; ||. 

| ', Bambrick seemed on, thè Verge 

i of collapse as be threw. himself 
fon: the mercy of the- court. i 


. Spécial. Sessions. Judge Mulien.| 
Set’ May 14 for Sentencing: - -and | 
ne ee TM d ot m ‘ick. eee a. ĉo- senspitston . 
‘five years. in. prison. with ‘Scalise in. xictimizing- ae 
Immediately after the 52year ur consist 
lold" aggressive uniot leader ing prin oe janitor 2 d 
fpleaded, District Attorney Dewey |[“ mer. © évator operators an 
' dérioumced xacketeer and gang- 
"ster domination of unions. ‘Bam: 
brick; he said, was for many 
léad 


‘JAMES J: BAMBI 
Pisaded Sod between sobs 


‘Thy n- George Scalise,” now servi 

Aone: prison. term, became held 

ine organization and: Bambri ic 
o a... 
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DAY TH rh 4 "Ra "m gen. ELEVATOR Sue IN PROWES! 

pigs hing : LEADERS YO ARBITRATION. ` | | 

De sedan èn GRAE Y Tite -SExeONTHS ARMÍSTICE WHICH TERMINATE 

3 rri “SPREADING Watkots YESTERDAY) GREW Ag UNION EMPLOYEES WER 

' RAR SKY sORAPERS dui E LEAST aN UNON DESTRTCH 
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Mm Meet tmm n Ie an f 


Elevator umet Chief 
Promises No Action Be- 
fore Tomorrow Night. 


PLEDGE EXPIRES AT 5:30 P. M. 


Bambrick Indicates a Walkout 
Called for-a Saturday Would 
` Be Useless. 


While a ençwal of the alavator 
operators! sirike appears inevi- 
table, there fs little Hkellhood that 
it-will.bs called before next week, 
James a Bambrisk, President of] 
Local :32-B of the Bilding Serylc 
Employees. International Union, lù- 
dicated:today, 

‘Mr. Bambrick pointed opt that he 
had promised the New York Real 
Estate Board that no action would 
be: taken for at least forty-elght 
, hours, which would expire at about 
5:30 P. M. tomorrow, ‘But even]. 
if ome settlement ia not reached |! 
by that time, tha strike call would 
probably bg deferred Until ie 

Mr, Bambrick indicat 


IN when so many:| publio. ates 
are closed. à 
A-mecting of -tho strike commit- 
tee» was .called: for this..afi 
- place. ‘undisclosed, to di 
the first.blow shal}-be atruck if a 
generaj- walkout is;ordered. There 
are.nine gectlons.in the city where 
nion will direct its.immediate 


places, ny at deer 
Iter a thad 


Torrepare for Trouble 


we "Meanwhile, with” “theSreport: 
soma.5,009 strikebreakers ara ti 
to go to work to provide some lose Jiyelth 
» semblance of.elevàtor zervice In.tho | Mr- -Bambriek'a aegram. to: ‘they. 
big business. and apartment Bulld- Mayor tollon, 


‘Gonferenca: most of yesterday, 


Enth Blames the hen xe must. res ir 
i T tò, the workmen 


min Hani the « consequences. ot ps ie h 
results heard ‘werd ready io ste 
The -elty Js: on the brink x al trio stents Aere jtinvited.. 
labor disturbance affecting avery |. ‘Th infon:ls dei mending. d th dat 
‘commercial -nd apartment bulld-| tion ti gk 
ing in Manhattan} the communica. | © week ‘for Boreractor. Vtt 
tlon from; Lawrence.B. Cumming welt, $35, for. "elevat 
tative of the owners, stated | $45 for- arie 

“The.owners of-auch buildings fully | for buljdin; 
' recügnizé thelr obligation to the 
‘publi and-to thelr'tenants and. em- 
‘ployees: to avert that disturbance 
on any reasonable-terms, 

“THe owners, offeréd to invite 
Raymond V. Ingersoll, whom. Presl- 
:dent.Roosevelt appolnted one ot ej 
three. arbitrators in the recent. tex ft 


A tile strike,.to mediate or arbitrate |! 


wages, hours and. working condi- 
Hons. They were -wililng to.agree |. 
that y would not discriminate 
agalnit à joey -present or future:em- 
ployee or epplicant for employment" 

t ‘by. reason of ac ivity or nonactlvity,, 
membershlp:or nonmambership in 
any:.untan, 

“This offer wax rèjected hy- the 
union. That rejection terminated 
“the long ‘discussions. arid the hope. 
for. peace. 

“The pre 


hours and. working; 
tl the-cloxed ahop. in 


1 
H 


Untlon Declared Small, 
“f'The union ‘claims that less dà] 


Done e cA piret ot huilding.sleystarmen,| 
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3 "THÈ, OPENING SHOT. in “the Cardinal’ 


The Cardinal Found Rebreaking: formula. å ee “the” cry ‘he: raised! 
: à mmunism.? "The foriner uniori -of the: 
he The Right Union socal 298, w vån affiliate ( 


3HE "CRAVE-DIGGÉRS of ‘Calvar 
' Gate of Heaven cemeteries, after 
‘More crawling and begging underx ; 
‘leadership of: thë. Association of Catf HE 

Trade Unionists;. aré back a work adi 


rerent even A to ent don sti e| 
E that yoted to. quit FTA * q 


/ 
24 s Gar 
yo A 


WS : the Cardinal. insisted. on choosing a” union} s 
a léimitig. the costly v ey a workers that would: conform to: his morál 

it ES poison. They : mu :also- léatri 

AN m tick to: insure aga dently" :chóse: to deal wie David Salli- 
k ^ Mer awling. won't; pay ¢ off for ent of AFL. Building, Service. Employes‘ 

N gne d:that acompany- union; f ; it will be-recalled; was. 'Sec- 
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Ecos e ; 1 I went to jail and” Sullive 
" . us die i , took the presiden workers. were n 
" 5 O, iy vd i ^ 0* 
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&oftd Mo 


y. take wing sid 
ir semid. Was: very ' diffcult 
i -not very | pago inthe Portland CIO: core 
r denounced the Jeaderk 
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